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confusion, or without exposing themselves evidently to be

defeated and slaughtered. Upon this movement, the Eng-

lish, believing them inflight, quitted their advantage of the

rising ground in order to pursue them, complete their dis-

order, and break them entirely. M. Dalquier, who com-

manded the Beam Regiment, with the troops of t] le co]ony

upon the left of the French army, a bold, intrepi'^ old offi-

cer, turned about to his soldiers when La Pause ^ -e him
M. de Levis' order to retire, and told them, " It is not time

now, my boys, to retire when at twenty paces from the

enemy ; with your bayonets upon your muskets, let us

throw ourselves headlong amongst them—that is better."

In an instant they fell upon the English impetuously—with

thrusts of bayonets hand to hand, got possession, like light-

ning, of their guns ; and a ball which went through Dal-

quier's body, which was already quite covered with scars

of old wounds, did not hinder him from continuing giving

his orders. Poularies, who was on the right flank of the

army, with his regiment of Royal Roussillon, and some of

the Canadian militia, seeing Dalquier stand firm, and all

the troops of the centre having retired in disorder, leaving

a space between the two wings, he caused his regiment

with the Canadians to wheel to the left, in order to fall up-

on the left flank of the English army, the French army ex-

tending further to their right beyond the English left wing.

The enemy no sooner preceived Poularies' movement, than

they immediately fled with precipitation and confusion,

and were so panic-stricken that not an English soldier could

be rallied by their officers, several of whom were taken

prisoners. The French troops who had retired advanced

immediately, and all the French army pursued so hotly the

English, that if the cry had not been raised to halt, it is

very doubtful if they would not have got into Quebec pell-

mell with the fugitives, being near the town-gates when
this cry began. Thus Quebec would have been retaken in


