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on condition that Senators Lodge and Turner tached to the great coiony that now Is
were to be members of the commission. How- looming up and occupying the position of a
ever, that Is aside from the question I was yo0ung nation on this side of the Atlantic,
about to discues. It will probably be coný- and which the British people themeelves are
ceded that that le the most Important ques- ibeginning to recognize as likely to be one
tion and It Is of the highest consequence we day a valuable adjunet to maintalning and
should get rld of ItL As years go on un- sustalning the British flag on this side of
leus the question la now settled It wili re- the Atiantic. Now, in reference to Alaka,
solve itacîf into this, that the UJnited States ns I said before It ia of the first Importance
will get ail tbey dlaim. 1 do flot desire to that the line be defined no mnatter where
say anythIng barsbi, but we know the un- that lune may be. As honourable gentlemen
fortunate policy wbich bas preva lied In the know, when the subject came before the
past. We, In Canada who are at ail fami- commission at Washington, one condition
Miar with the history of this country since was that at least Dyea and Skagway, even
1782, since the recognition of the 18 colonies, If fouad wlthin British territory, should be
know very weli tbat we would be a much Iretained as United States cities. It was a
stronger power and would have a very muchi good deal to yld, but even that we would
more territory on this continent to-day, liad have been prepared to concede had there
Great Brîtain consldered that this part of been a possibility of a finality belng reacbied.
the wcrld was really worth holding. The
United States at that time had no
danim whatever on the Pacifie. It was
a remote region that they neyer thought
about. We might just as well have had that
coast, certalnly as far as the State of Wash-
lngton, bad any proper appreciation of its
value been entertained by British states-
men. There is a story, I do not know Its
truth, but it Is quite In line with the policy
adopted at the time. John Jacob Astor
was hnstening Up to a point on the coast
wvhere hie plantedl tbe United States fiag at
Astoria, the znouth of the Columbia river,
which was then considered the extreme

-boundary, leavlng ail north of the Columbia
river to Britain. An officiai was sent ont
b3l the W'ar Office to survey the land. 'He
went west and saw notbing in Oregon and
WVashington teritory but sage brusb. He
was a foiiower of Isaac Walton and cast

Hon,. gentlemen know that withiu the last
few years, with very few exceptions in the
United States the press and public men have
been educating the people in the view that
Canada has ao cIlms-tbat tbere is no
justification for our demand. The prevail-
Ing notion has been that from the beads of
ail the InIets for a distance of ten marine
Meagues they were entitled to the territory.
We did not concur In that view, because
the treaty speaks of the territory on the
Pacifie as a fringe of country. Now a
fringe of country does flot contempiate any
interior sovereignty. Russia recogaized that
Great Britain beld the Interior of the coun-
try by the Hudson Bay Company and tbe
Nortb-wnest Company. Tbey were rivais witb
the Russian Company on the Pacifie coast,
and bY the treaty of 1825, the understanding
ýwas that the Russian traders and fishermen
shiould have the liberty of landing on the

bis lune in Columbia river and fanding the Icoast, in every way similar to wbiat tle
fish not biting that day be reported that Frencb bave on w-bat is called the Frenclu
tbe country was 'flot wortb a damn-even Ishore on tbe coast of Newfoundlaud.
the fisb would flot rise to the fly.' I do not After the treaty of 1825, very little atten-
vouch for the truth of the story but it Is tion was paid to that country. It was too
an illustration of the Indifference exbibited iremote, and Canada was In too primitive a
l)y British statesmen many years ago in condition to thinklh of nlnkiflg any settie-
regard to' the Importance of maintaining a ment in that direction. When In 1867 Rus-
co~untry favourable to the British crownl on sia for reasons sold tbe wboie territory of
this side of thue Atlantic. Lt Is within th., Alaska to tbe United States for $7,000,OOO,
mnemory of most of us that prime ministers the United States did not regard it as a
and leading statesmen of the empire ex- 1 very valuable acquisition. In 1872, 1 tbink
pressed the opinion that it would be very i w-as, niegotiations were firat commenced
nuuchi better to let the colonies go-that by tue goveriumient of the day. Sir Johni
they considered them ratiier a buu-den and Mafcdoiualdl's goverilment, to definle the
tax on the empire, so littie value w-as at- boundary betw-cen the niew acquisition of


