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Private Members’ Business
[English]

Mr. Bertrand: —approximately .4 per cent of the gross
national product. This represents close to $3 billion. Is the hon.
member for Verchéres prepared to accept that magnitude of
burden on the economy?

@ (1130)

As our economy has started to emerge from the depths of a
devastating recession, can we afford to introduce a measure that
risks reducing overall productivity and GNP while increasing
the need for overtime work?

In our increasingly globalized economy can we afford to
introduce another statutory holiday when our competitors are
not doing the same? Surely the hon. member for Verchéres
recognizes that Canadian industry must strive to remain compet-
itive and that the addition of a new national holiday would add a
significant cost to doing business.

[Translation]

Thirdly, if we create a new national holiday, will the hon.
member from Verchéres not want the government to create
programs to celebrate it? Where will we find the additional
funds for that purpose?

I am not opposed to the idea of underlining the contribution of
historical figures to the establishment of responsible govern-
ment. Quite the contrary. Canada Day already gives all Cana-
dians the opportunity to stop a minute and think about the
greatness of their country and the contribution made by every
citizen.

[English]

Further, Canadian citizens have privately organized celebra-
tions of a number of aspects of their heritage. Many Canadians
have been celebrating Heritage Day for years on the third
Monday in February. While not benefiting from a full day off,
they have used the occasion to reflect on the cultural, architec-
tural and social heritage as well as the political contributions of
our citizens. May I suggest that those members interested in the
celebration of responsible government use their position to
organize private celebrations of our democratic heritage.

Our Canada Day programs provide Canadians with the focus
for a national celebration each year. Should Canadians wish to
additionally celebrate our democratic heritage on another day, I
would suggest that this be organized at the local level providing
considerable flexibility for Canadians to tailor their celebra-
tions to their particular community.

[Translation)

Schools could also organize historical re-creations of the
debates which surrounded the advent of responsible govern-
ment. They could ask local historical societies or heritage

conservation groups to help them. None of these aCtiV'u;:
would require the creation of a new national holiday-
initiative would come from citizens wanting to promoté o
celebrate the tradition of democracy which they have inhe®
as they do for the celebrations surrounding Heritage Da)-

Mr. Bergeron: Madam Speaker, I rise on a point of orde?
I bring to your attention citation 459 in Beauchesne’s par I::s
mentary Rules concerning the relevance of the argum® ¥
brought forward by my colleague from Pontiac—Gatineat™ e
belle. Obviously, my colleague has completely misred o
motion before this House since the reference to Qué T
National Patriots’ Day serves only to indicate that the 'go"e.cal
ment of Quebec has already formally recognized the mstoi,‘sh_
contribution of the Patriotes and the Reformers to the establ

ment of responsible government in Canada and in Quebet

¢
Our aim is simply to give the Canadian governﬁ{em d‘?ls
opportunity of choosing the way it wants to recogniz® gt
historical contribution. The aim of this motion is meIPIY ®
the Canadian government to recognize this contribution

I think this debate has been seriously sidetracked.

: 10
The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): 1 merely Wlshggnal
remind the Member that, first, the motion is entitled N&
Patriots’ Day.

AR £ 4 saf®
Second, citation 459 of Beauchesne which he mentloﬂed 1
shollldmgJ

Relevance is not easy to define. In borderline cases, the Member i Mer!

the benefit of the doubt, although the Speaker has frequently admonis
who have strayed in debate.

® (1135)
le
e U b

I would also like to remind the member that, were t-hus pr0

relevance strictly applied, this House would have ser10
lems. o
0

Mr. Bergeron: Madam Speaker, I would like to brif tf ly gt
attention—and I think it is important to do so now—"""5 b
not suggest the title National Patriots’ Day. It was made ve?
the people working on Hansard, 1 think, or by | cto pat?
members’ business office, who interpreted the motio” 5 ,tb’t
this meaning. I insist on repeating in the House, if
this is—

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): I am sorTy w m,t:oﬁ"ﬂ
the hon. member. If he finds the title given to M® mmo"s
unacceptable, he can go to the Clerk of the House ©
who will help him change it, if necessary.

[English] J

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine Hat): Madam Spe !
appreciate very much the opportunity to speak to this
is very important that Canadians remember their hls_t"rywhat W
from time to time there be occasions for consideri?
gone before.




