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Private Members' Business

[English]

Mr. Bertrand: -approximately .4 per cent of the gross
national product. This represents close to $3 billion. Is the hon.
member for Verchères prepared to accept that magnitude of
burden on the economy?
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As our economy has started to, emerge from the depths of a
devastating recession, can we afford to introduce a measure that
risks reducing overail productivity and GNP while increasing
the need for overtime work?

In our increasingly globalized economy can we afford to
introduce another statutory holiday when our competitors are
flot doing the same? Surely the hon. member for Verchères
recognizes that Canadian industry must strive to remain compet-
itive and that the addition of a new national holiday would add a
significant cost to doing business.

[Translation]

Thirdly, if we create a new national holiday, wilI the hon.
member from Verchéres not want the government to create
progranis to celebrate it? Where will we find the additional
funds for that purpose?

I amn not opposed ta the idea of underlining the contribution of
historical figures ta tic establishment of responsible govem-
ment. Quite the contrary. Canada Day already gives all Cana-
dians the opportunity ta stop a minute and think about thc
grcatness of their country and the contribution made by evcry
citizen.

[English]

conservation groups to help themn. None of these
would require the creation of a new national ho]
initiative would corne from citizens wanting to pr'
celebrate the tradition of democracy which they hav<
as thcy do for thc celebrations surrounding Heritage

Mr. Bergeron: Madam Speaker, I risc on a point

I bring to your attention citation 459 ini Beauchesai
mentary Rules conccrning thc relevance of thc
brouglit forward by my colleague from. Pontiac-Gatii
belle. Obviously, my colleague lias completely mn
motion before Uiis House since Uic reference to
National Patriots' Day serves only to indicate that tf
ment of Qucbec lias already formally rccognized Uic
contribution of Uic Patriotes and Uic Reformers to the
ment of responsible governient in Canada and in Ç

Our aim is simply to give Uic Canadian goveri
opportunity of choosing Uic way it wants to reco
historical contribution. The aim of this motion is me:
the Canadian goverfiment ta recognize this contribul

I think Uiis debate lias been scriously sidetracked.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): 1 merely
remind. Uic Member that, first, Uic motion is entitle(
Patriots' Day.

Second, citation 459 of Beauchesne which lic menti,
Relevance is notcasy to defin. In borderline cass, he Membere1

tebnft of the dout a*hg te Speak rbas frequently adflOis
who have strayed ini debate.
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1 would also like to reniind Uic membe:
relevance strictly applieti, this House woi
lemis.

Mr. Bergeron:
>tention-and I t]

,dam. Speaker, I would 11k,

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Mahei
thic hon. meniber. If lie finds Uic t
unacceptable, he cmi go to thc Clerk
wlio wil1 help him change it, if nece

[EnglishI

Mr. Monte Solberg (Medicine i
appreciate very much Uic opportunity
is very important tliat Canadians renie
froni time to tinie there lie occasions
gone before.
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