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I believe that these suggestions of mine are

implicit in the speech from the throne. Asking
your patience, sir, and that -of the house I
should like to touch upon two points, one of
which was not ýmentiond in the speech but

both of which I regard as being of special
importance. They bolli concern the man who
has served in this latest war. On ail sides of
the house we are obviously deterrnined that
the best possible deal shahl be given to him.
I think that some confidence will -be given to,

these men in the knowledgc that in this house
there are -over thirty veterans of this war in

addition 10 possibly many more who saw

service in the great war that went before.

In the first, and lesser place, there are
numbers of young men who after long ser-
-viice in our forces during this war have dýecided
that their special aptitudes and special inter-
ests lie in continued rnembcrsbip in the armed
forces. They were volunteers at the outset
of the war. To-day they would like to lie

members of that relatively large permanent
force whicli we expect Canada to maintain as
a nation, if not ýto contribute to an inter-
national police force. To the best of my
knowledge two at least of these services so f ar
are not making it possible for the men so,
rnindcd to remain in the service. I suspect
that in consequence the crearn of the crop,
frorn the rnilitary point of view, ýis being lost.

In the second, and much greater place, I ask,
Mr. Speaker, that the governiment give the
utrnost priority 10 provision for the housing
of veterans. I arn glad bo sec that subject
mentioned in the speech from the throne. We
know that constructive action is under way
in oities, and we are hopeful that wlien the
occasion cornes a still broader programme will
lie announced. We are aLso hopeful that con-
trol over housing, the major ernergency which
Canada faces to-day, may be vcsted in one
central agcncy. We would welcomýe an assu.r-
ance that the benefits of the wartime housing
policy will not be concentrated in the cities
but will be disperscd among the smaller towns
as wcll, where the problcrn of overcrowding is
rclatively equally severe.

In the meantime may I respcctfully ask my
colleagues in this house, including older and
wiser members, to remember that the final
victory is not mucli more than a week or so
behind us and that while the transition from
the old 10 the new is ahead of us, it cannot be

accomplished. overniglit. At the sanie time
we as members of this house must as legis-
lators and public servants keep ever fresh in
our minds a vision of our worthy calling.
In this connection I should like 10 plagiarir.e a
story that appeared rccently in a popular
magazine.

There werc three stonemasons at work, and
a passerby asked each of themn what hie was
doing. The first replied, "I arn cutting &.
stonýe." The second one said, "I arn making a
wall." The thiird replicd, "I arn helping to
build a cathedral." And so 1 say, Mr. Speaker,
that even th-ose of us who are new here and

back-benchers must keýep in our minds the Ladt
that we have the great privilege of being:
stonemasons in the building of a better social
order.

Mr. J. G. LEOPOLD LANGLOIS (Gaspe)

(Translation): Mr,. Speaker, 1 rise td second
the motion which lias been moved wibh so

muheloquence by my honourahle friend

the member for Kenora-Rainy River (Mr.
Benidickson).

1 thank thie honouTable memher for his

very kind re-marks, and wiqh to assure him of

xny rnost sincere friendship.

May I first be permitted, Mr. Speaker, to

congratulate you for having been selected tu

preside over the debates of tbis house. Your-

high qualities and your past parliamentary

experience give us the assurance that, you will

diseharge that important function wjth dignity-

and impartiality.
I must also compliment the great Canadian

who is our prime minister, the Riglit Honour-

able William Lyon Mackenzie King, on the
splendid victory whieh he and his party have

recently woný. It muat be quite comforting
to a patriot like him to sc an entire popula-
lion put its trust in him at the most tragie-
time in its history a.nd 1 hasten to add that

neyer was such a comfort so well deserved.
I have ofiten heard it said,-of course by-

political opponents of the prime, minister--
that his greatest quality was th-at hie knew how
to choose able a.ssociates. His opponients,
perhaps find in this fact an excuse whereby t0

account for his outstanding success at the head
of the Canadiaýn nation for nearly twenty-
years and perhaps they also find in it a reason

for trying to minimize -the great work he lias,
aceomplislied for this country.

To my mmnd, Mr. Speaker, a man must bho
great in his own right 10 be able to secure
'the cooperation of outstanding associates.-
That is 'the secret weapon of our prime min-
ister; his personal grcatness which, witli his

inborn liumility, he is forever trying ter
conceal.

In a recent article entitled "Oanada's,
Mackenzie King" published in the September-
issue of The Readers' Digest, Mr. S'tanley
High coxifirmed this opinion when lie said:

Mackenzie King that la 10 say is one of the-
world's important figures.

He is also one of the least known.


