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Mr. MacNICOL: That is what I am told.
The department has a letter from the owner,
I am told, making an offer, that the rent was
to remain the same. That would have made
a floor space of 4,495 feet, larger apparently
than the new building. But my opinion
is that the old space would not be quite as
large as the new space. That, however, is not
what was behind it at all. I should like to
get behind the letter written on February 23.
How did the inspector happen to come up
there? What went on before that? What
were all the negotiations beforehand that
induced the inspector to report that, “ We
had better move east five or six hundred feet,
get a larger space,” and so on. I know the
present acting minister is not familiar with
the particulars I have and consequently could
not answer that question. But that is what I
want to get, and if I do not get it at this
time I shall get it on another occasion. I am
going to bring that out if I can. With the
Minister of Finance (Mr. Dunning) trying
to save every dollar he can and to cut down
the tax rate as much as he can, why was the
Post Office Department so prodigal that it
would leave a building specially built for post
office work and go away to the east at more
money? Perhaps the minister can tell me
who paid all the expense. Did the owner of
the present building pay for the expense,
or did the Post Office Department or the
Department of Public Works spend the money
on the renovated building? If that were
added, it would come to quite a large sum
over what the former building would have cost.

Mr. PELLETIER: There is a matter I
should like to bring to the attention of the
acting Postmaster General, concerning a public
building owned by the Department of Public
Works in the town of Falher. In that town
there is at present an immigration building
occupied by the government telegraph office.

Mr. EULER: What is the place?

Mr. PELLETIER: Falher. This building
was formerly used as an immigration building,
but since there has been no immigration to
the district for some time it has been empty,
with the exception of its use as an office by
the Canadian government telegraphs. At the
same time, in that town the Post Office
Department is renting a building for post
office purposes. I believe that if the acting
minister would look into the matter he would
find no objection from the postmaster or
others concerned to moving into the immigra-

[Mr. Euler.]

tion building, thereby saving the department
a considerable sum each year in rentals.

The building now leased by the Post Office
Department is a private building owned by
the postmaster. He has told me that he
requires the building for his own use, and
would be only too glad to use the government
building for post office purposes. If the acting
minister would bring the matter to the atten-
tion of the department, I believe he would
find that he could effect quite a saving each
year by using the government building instead
of renting a private building. If what I sug-
gest cannot be done, I should like to be
advised as to the reason.

There might also be the objection that the
building is somewhat removed from the present
post office, but I can assure the acting Post-
master General that it would require only a
move of about three or four hundred yards,
and would in no way inconvenience anyone
receiving mail at that point. It was my wish
to bring the matter up under this vote, so
that it might come to the attention of the
department. I am sure they will find that they
can effect a saving.

Mr. EULER: I am glad the hon. member
has brought the matter to my attention. If
it is possible to use the building, without
interference with the lease, his suggestion
certainly will be acted upon. I shall be glad
to have the matter investigated.

Mr. MacNICOL: Will the acting minister
bring down all the correspondence in con-
nection with the change of postal station L
from ward six to ward five? Would he bring
down figures showing the costs in connection
with the change, and the correspondence, or
will it be necessary for me to put the ques-
tion on the order paper?

Mr. EULER: I assure the hon. member
that if there is any other correspondence, I
shall be glad to bring it down when the com-
mittee sits again. I have no knowledge that
there is any, but I shall make inquiries.

Mr. BENNETT: It is eleven o’clock.
The CHAIRMAN: Is the item agreed to?

Mr. BENNETT: No.
Item stands.

Progress reported.

At eleven o’clock the house adjourned, with-
out question put, pursuant to standing order.



