
COMMONS
,u i-t it ('euh .11( r

'\Il. J. P( INTE: Thore was no private
coinpany opera ting bc tween Engiand and

Aîtcla, a s eit, nlot xvith regard to the
hea'in wi'ite.s

Mr. HEAPS: There w-as a private com-
panfy o terati teg t he cahhes ait hough a large
amnotinii of the stock was owned by the Ans-
tralian goxonmeiiint. Thle heam systcrn. of
coursc, wxas nper-îtod by tlho British Post
Office Depuriit mni(t; they were getting flie
profits anr1 t he private companit s werc iosing
iiioncy, s o the companiens said that uinie-s
soio airangpi ment xvas matie, they wouid bo
forci oit of business. and thev Ibreateneci
flhe Bri-h guveriniicnt that thex' mighit have
to -ii oit to American intercsts. That thrcat
xx-rk d îxith thec Briti-lh gox-erinmcnt; and
apparentx- it has xxorked withi the governiment
heve as ieeu.

M ' v frîenîl the M\inister of Justice says flhe
S,i i is eit tirellv under British control, but
I uoulîl x ntui-e to assert tiuat titis cahie

în tis at least one-third under foreign
contro i it 1î~ nt I to not think there can
lie tnY disttiite as to ihat in view of the
tnit cinck in g di-ecfto rates wh iCh I diiscu ssed th is
afteritoon. T'1' ai-o people of foreig-n ex-
trac ti on w h ethler or nu t t h ev are Brintisht suit-
jects 1 Io luitt k-now-connectodl xvith tii cahie
meýrgo c: Amer ban inIterosts are tnterlocked
vit h i'ami consequiently I dIo not heliex-e the
ic a tIit if j is onfti roi undeir Brit ish control

is cîtr iii aocortlancc w-ith tlic facts.

McI. LAPOINTE: That is une of thic con-
dit ions of fic wiioie transaction, thiat British
tant coi shaili e guaranteod.

Mr. HEAPS: Control may cnly mean ai
per cenut of the total stock, a mijority contre1

ratier t han ait ahsolîito control.

NIr. LAPOINTE: More titîn that, there is
a pco%-ision thiat in a fimie of omer-gency tlie
gu c crnent xviii ho able to take over tlic

"Mr. IIl-XXI5"- IDots uiot tlic îiitt tlîiîk
t ha t in xieuv of wlîat isý involxed in this ques-
t ion andi iii view of thc( importance of theso
eo iiiuiiun i'a t iuns ii tfint(e of emierge ncy, w-e
shîtu i havie liac tia l t his in foîmat ioin liefore
uis ini cîîter at le îst to furmn an intelligent
îî1u)iinioit? i iiiuix ho wrong iin su me of tflie fartis
1 stbtu t -uirel- w-e cmn expeot nething el-o
when, nu iii fornîîtiion is î tn -iio 't-hoe hi uiiSC

Mi-. NEILL: 1 have studcieîl this queostion
te quite an extent, anti as far as I know the
staitf,încnt macle bv the Minister of Justice is
suh-tantiallx- correct. Wc mav ho assu-ec that
the British gnxerniment xxiii take care toe n-
sur-e 13ritiýsh con-trol of this sx stcna; we max

leaxe that te t'lie British goefmnand I
certainly îintirstood that te ho the arrange-
meut. The fatal mnistake uvas made wlien
iiis Pacifie cal le boaîrd, îndc-r thle direction

of soine g-entleman in England quite uni-
-tulaitd tIo the posit ion, te put it mlildly,
c nibai-keil on the 1iroject of dîipiicating the
î-abie agattist the tiin opposition of the ýCana-
dian goxcintunt and of the thon Postmaster
Ceiical, lion. Chtarles Muî-phy. Haci his vuews
prevaiied at th:tt timun tiiece is ne ioîîht that
xve xvoulîh net hc ii titis position at present.
At the very tintnen itmne.v xvîs hecoming
availahle for distrihution te tho siiarehoidcrs,
so te speak, or tue differcnt portions of the
Br-itish Empire, the hoard crnharked upen titis
duchtaion cf tlie cahie in spite of the fact
uuîîîccs.sed upon tliein hv the Canacliaut gox-
ennuient that tue hcamn s vstcm w-as just com-
ing iîîtc operatox ancd certatniv should liai-e
iteen tried eut ficst. Tue cesuit is tint wxe
liie tiis xxhite elepîtant on our itancis. and I

tl iiîk tihe aci-angeittont mnade b' tlie differeit
gîî t nîînt;oncerned is a gootl arrange-

im)en t. Tue lion. nîeinher for Northi Wiitni-
pîeg 'ays t iee xv, a profit ist x e:r. Titat
is so, ltîît it xxxi a diiiinishing Profit ; tue full
effect tif tlie roiitpt ,it ion of heain xxiî-oiess bas
iit hic-vii feit a* ytt

Thon thlere is anot lier clemen t ux-Iici xxoîid
affect tile situatioin ftrîther in future xviti ce-
gardi te the cempetition of heam îvirelcss. At
present in the transuuission of messaiges hy
hoant xvireless titece is a condition calld fad-
inig; at certain îicriods of the day xvhich
cannet ho foreseen recepi ion fades eut en-
tirely. The hcarn wircless people acccpt
messages for Australia at the rate which would
prevail if ail the trafflo were handicd by th3
hearn system; wben this fading commenecs,
in erder te, kecp up their record for rapid
ceiercc they turn over their business te the
cahie board at the full cable rate for the
period of the fading. As a resuit thte cahie
hoard makcs a protit and the bearn wireicss
company loses beavily on titat particular
business, becatise titey must pay the foul cabie
rate although they oitiy receive the reduced
xvireiess; rate on the xxhole business. Titerc is
no question but that w-ith the advance of
science it xviii be oniy a short tinte hefore
titis fauding xxiii hc evercome, and xxhen that
is accomplisieti tite position of tbe cahie
hoard fiuîanciaily w-ould be vcry poor indeed.
Se, if tite Canaîlian gexerniment, cornes out
of the business financialiy as weii as the
Ministcr ef Justice says xviii be the case, witb
the protectien of rates guarantecd by the
British gex-ernment, 1 think tbe best we can
cio is te accept the situation aud the bill as
it is presented here.


