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We have been told that in taking the at-
titude which I have taken and again take
here we have been moved only by a desire
for a restoration to office. I do not pretend
to be indifferent to office. If I were so to
pretend I should not be worthy of my posi-
tion here. But there are things which to
every right-minded man are more precious
than the possession of office, and one is the
welfare of the country in which we were
born and for whose affairs we are resnon-
sible. We have made great sacrifices for
our convictions, but if our convictions are
not accepted we have no fault to find with
any one. This is a free country, and every
man is welcome to his opinions. Bu#, Sir,
I repeat that no man should be indifferent
to the conditions which exist to-day, and
therefore in conclusion I beg to move that
the following words be added to the Ad-
dress:

‘We regret to have to represent to Your Royal
Highness that in the gracious Speech with
which you have met Parliament, whilst it is ad-
mitted that business is in a depressed condi-
tion, yet there is no indication of any intention
on the part of your advisers to take any steps
towards relieving such a situation.

Rt. Hon. R. L. BORDEN (Prime Minis-
ter): I desire to associate myself with all
that has been so aptly and eloquently said

- by my right hon. friend in extending his

congratulations to the mover and the
seconder of the Address. Both these
hon. gentlemen have made admirable

speeches, and while hon. gentlemen on,

the other side of the House cannot
be expected naturally to take precisely
the same view as to the conduct of
public affairs as that which was

expressed in those speeches, nevertheless
I observed with a great deal of satisfaction
that the remarks of these gentlemen did in
many respects meet with the approval of
hon. gentlemen on the other side of the
House. The mover of the address, the
hon. member for York, N.B. (Mr. McLeod),
has already had a distinguished career,
having attained at a very early age a high
position in the public life of his province,
and it was with every feeling of anticipa-
tion, I am sure, that the House awaited
his observations this afternoon. I entirely
concur with what has been said by the
leader of the Opposition in this respect: that
he amply fulfilled all the expectations
which had been formed of him as a parlia-
mentary debater. So my hon. friend from
the country of Bellechasse (Mr. Lavallée),
of the old historic province of Quebec, has
maintained the reputation of the worthy
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race which he so eloquently represented on
this occasion, and has delivered to the
House this afternoon a speech which re-
flects credit not only upon himself, but
upon his province as well.

I desire also particularly to associate my-
self with what has been said not only by
my hon. friend the member for York, but by
the right hon. gentleman who leads the
Opposition, in expressing the great satisfac-
tion of the Canadian people that Her Royal
Highness the Duchess of Connaught has
recovered from the very serious illness -
from which she suffered for many months,
and that she has been enabled once more to
accompany His Royal Highness to this
counfry. Those who know, as all of us, I
think, do know, the keen sense of duty.
which animates Their Royal Highnesses
and the very great sympathy and interest
which they have on all occasions exhibited
in everything that pertains to the wel-
fare of this country, must have been in-

-spired by an especial satisfaction in know-

ing that Their Royal Highnesses have been
enabled once more to undertake the import-
ant and often very onerous duties of the

“high position in this country to which they

have been called. I voice, I am sure, the
feeling of hon. gentlemen on both sides of
the House when I express the hope that
Her Royal Highness’ progress to complete
health and strength, such as she enjoyed
before, may be rapid and continuous,
and that their Royal Highnesses may have
—and I am sure they always will have—
none but the happiest memories with
which to look back to the years dur-
ing which they were citizens of this
country. I am sure also that when at some
later date they do return to their home in
the British Islands, Canada and Canadians
will have no warmer friends and advocates
on the other side of the Atlantic than will
be found in Their Royal Highnesses, the
Duke and Duchess of Connaught.

My right hon. friend dwelt upon a great
many matters in the course of his discurs-
ive speech; to some of these, particularly
those relating to controversial politics of
the great neighbouring republic, I will not
follow him, because his observations in
that regard do not seem to call for any
special reply. He has spoken in the first
place of the delay in summoning Parlia-
ment, and he has asked for an explanation.
If he wishes the fullest explanation, he
should look around him and see among the
hon. gentlemen on the other side of the
House who come from the different parts of
this Dominion, one man, if he can, who



