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amendmient, but he miust know that gentle.
men on this side of the House wbo rppre-
sent these new provinces, and who repre-
sent them properly, are opposeti to this
ameiadment.

Mr. -SCOTT. I may be very dense but 1
,woulti like to knoxv in what possible way, by
any ingenuity of tlue imagination, the pro-
vision for one-ùaif hour's religions instruc-
tion can work barmfully.

iMr. BARR. ý bave been telling you.
Suppose tbe Galicians or the -Mornions
sbou]d provide for their religions teaiching
ln a school, it would not be in the best in-
terests of any comin.unity, andi if this amn-
endment is passed the trustees can control
and tbe legisiature of the new province
could not interfere. Wby shoulti we not
trust these new provinces ? 1 býelieve that
the legisiatures ivili be composed of repre-
seatatives just as intelligent as we are, andi
in fact mre capable of maldng laws to suit
theraselves. I venture to tbink tbey would
give a matter like tis more time for con-
sideration than we are giving it bere. To-
night this House is adopting the extraardti-
nary course- of legislating to protect the mn-
jority. wvhen we have usually founti thagt the
-r..iority can take gool care of tbemsclves
and make sncbi laws as they considgr la
tbeir best interests. It inay be that îender
certain conditions the interests of the nil-
nority w-ould require to be gnarded. but
when you undertake to inale laws like the
laws of the Medes andi Persians that can
neyer be changed, I say you are legislating
la a dangerous. way and ;n a way tbat may
refiect discredit on the country.

Mr. LALOR. 'JÇbe lion. mlember for Dîif-
ferin bas raiseti an inmportant point wbich
I wonlti like to bave answered. If tbe mna-
jority of. the trustees ia a gooti school section
are Galicians or Doukobors or Mormons,
can they hav-e their religious teachling ln the
public schools Ôf the country ?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. lIn mv eýti-
mation that is a pomver whichi is; vested in
the leg-isiature. So far as this parliament is
concerneti, ns I rend the law, it applies only
to Protestants anti Catholics.

'.%r. R. L. BORDEN. Wliere is there iny-
tbing about Protestants or Catholics ia sec-
tion 137 ?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. The sectji is
a recapitulation from the Act of 1875i whicbi
establisiieti sel)arate scblools for Protestanîts
or Roman Catholîcs.

11r. BARRl. Tue Galicians belong to tue
Greek Church andi do not acknowledge tile
Pope andi sO tibeY must be Protestant. Arie
the Mormons. Protestants or Catholces ?

Sir WILFRID LAUJRIER. The Gaillcians
arl(,eecrtainlv Christians but the MNormonsç
are not.

,Sune hon. MEMBEIIS. Question.
Mr. BARR.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. The cigbt bon. gen-
tlemnan bas matie a statement of a grea: dent
of importance- nnd which is nitogether op-
poseti to the view I entertaia. The question
of religions instructioti is deait with ia sec-
tion 137. Section 137 says this:
* No religions instruction excenpt as hereinafter

*provided shall be permitted inl tbe school of
*any district froin the opening of sncb school
until one-haif hour previous to its closing 11nthe afternoon, after whieh turne any sucb in -struction permitteti or desired by the boaT
may be given.

I do not observe any refecence la this pro-
vision to Protestants or Roman Catholics or
fnvy otber denomination.

Sic WILFRID LAURIER. There is-
nothing there.

r.R. L. BORDEN. It is nbsolutely
genecal, it is not dealing wlth separate
scbools whece there is such a distinction
matie, 'it is dealing with public schools,wbere-
there is no distinction matie. That cîccum-
stance is the very reason for that amenti-
ment whicb bas been introduceti, because
no distinction bas been made. Therefore 1
do not find any sncb qualification or limita-
tion la section 137 as -tbat whicb the Prime
Minister suggests.

-Sic -WILFRID LAURIER. I bave given
rny opinion for whnt it is wocth andi I
have saiti that altbough I have been a
lnwyec it wag many, many years ago anti
I do not l)relend to give a legal opinion.
I bave given my opinion for what it is
worth anti if my- bon. frienti reatis the Aet,
uuot section 137 alone, but the whole con-
text, I think yon will finti there is a pre-
vious section wbicb gives the power tobave
separate schools anti that power is given to
Protestants and Catholics. Therefore flie
Act denîs with Protestants anti Catholics
and wben tbis class of legisiation was-
iatro4uceçi into this countcy thiece -wece
practically the only two classes althonghi
it is different now. anti thecefore miy con-
tention would be that ail the sections in-
tentiet to preserve the riglits must be con-
strue(l w-itl the general tenor of the Act.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. The argument of
aiy hon. frienti seems ta ha that becanse
Protestants anti Cathoics are mentioneti
l a section w-hicli dleals with separaite
scbools. altbougb any sucb mention 18s
oînitted ln the sectionî dealing wvith public
schools, nevectheless the last clause must
be construeci as if it containeti tlîat wlîi<-h
is omitteti froni it.

'Sir WILFRID) LAURIER. That -çoiîd-
certainiv be mv view.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Thén I arn iiot suir-
liriseti to bear mv) hon. fu-lenti sav it is a
long thne sIllee le -%as a lawvyer if thjat
is the eonstruiltoul he punts on the ,tatute ;
that y<on au-e to constue it as if it couitaineti
coutain words w-biet it does îlot conItain
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