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rising to address the House under so
solemn a circumstance, still I may say that
1 experience a particular pleasure in
discharging this duty, on account of the
honour which reflects on the constituency
which I represent in this House, and be-
cause also of the opportunity it affords me
of voicing the feelings of confidence placed
by a large majority of the people of this
country in the hon. gentlemen whom they
have put at the head of affairs, on the 23rd
June last, and in the wise and patriotic po-
licy which they have pursued, since their
accession to power. Mr. Speaker, after lis-

tening to the eloquent words fallen from the .

hon. member fog Halifax, I feel that I could
safely content myself with cheering the
generous and patriotic words fallen from
the hon. member who has so eloquently
spoken of and so firmly adbered to the po-
licy enunciated in the Speech from the
Throne, and the legitimate hopes which it

has evoked in our breasts for the future of :

our country. That policy, an outline of
which we have just heard., shall be defined
during the present session ; meanwhile, let
us, for 2 moment, divest ourselves of unfair
prejulice begotten by party spirit, and ex-
amine, from a national standpoint, the otHcial
statements embodied in the Speeeh from the
Throne. The Speech from the Throne men-
tions a fact unparalleled either in the records
of the House of Commons of Canada, or in
the annals of the legislative bodies of any
other country. I mean the sixtieth annivoi-
sary of the reigm of our august Sovereign,
Queen Victoria. I think I am but voicing
the feelings of the hon. gentlemen on this
side of the House as well as those sitting
opposite. when I say that, as loyal subjects
of Her Majesty. we are proud of our Sov-
ereign ; that we all pray to Heaven that
long may she continue to occupy the Throne
of Great Britain. the noble woman who is
the adornment of the nineteenth century
and whe, for the last sixty years has worn
and still wears with such lustre the British
Crown. of which Canada is. unquestionabiy,
the brightest jewel. Complying with the in-
vitation extended to himm by the home gov-
ernment, the distinguished leader of this
House will, no doubt, cross the Atlantie and
go and testify to the devotion of the Cana-
dian people, to their Queen and to their
motherland.
fact that on the banks of the St Lawrence
is found a young nation ih which are blend-
ed British energy and the chivalrous spirit
of France, Irish impetueosity and Scottish
- tenacity ; & nation which. through the union
of the English rose, the French fleur-de-lis,
the Irish shamrock and the Scotch thistle.

has grown and reached manhood, while lov-
ing and revering Victoria. Queen of the|

Urited Kingdom of England and Ireland.
Allow me now. Mr. Speaker. to say a few
words concerning that burning and vexed
Manitoba school question. which has been
get at rest since last session. As a French-

Mr. ETHIER.

He will bear witness to the!

each

Canadian, and as one of the representatives
of the province of Quebec, I deem it my
duty to offer a few words on the matter.
if I am asked on what ground I shall place
niyself t¢ deal with this question, I may
say, without any hesitation, that 1 will deai
with it from a national standpeint. from the
standpoint of a Canadian and of a member
of Parliament who has given his oath to fol-
low only the dictates of his own conscience.
free alike from fear. violence or undue in-
fluence from whatsoever quarter or author-
ity it may come. Political capital has been
made out of this unhappy Manitoba school
question. And what was the outcome of
that agitation ? For over six years the coun-
try has been disturbed by racial and creed
wrangles, and by dissensions which have
troubled the harmony which ought to pre-
vail among the various elements of our
population. IFor six years the publie affairs
have been paralyzed and the regular devel-
opment of the country brougzht to a stand-
still. Now. throuzh the settlement effected
hy the present Government and by the Man-
itoba governument upon the basis of concilia-
tion, peace and harmony have been restored
within six months ; a result which could not
be attained by six long years of procrastina-
tion. provoeation, nay more, of broken pro-
mises. And thus, to use the very words of
the Speech from the Throne, begins a new
era. Yes. let us hope that this is the be-
ginning of a new era; et us hope
that moderate men. irrespective of party
ties, will join hands to promeote har-
mony. pesce and  good-will among  the
several races and elements of our popu-
lation. Ideas of conciliation shall prevail,
I doubt not. and from the cliffs of Gaspé
to the shores of the Pacifie, there will uo
longer be found any Englishmen. Irisbmen,
Frenchmen and Scotchmen at war sga‘nst
other, but only Canadians walking
hand in hand. turpning to the future with
the brightest hope of grandeur and pros-.
perity. It is high time that the country

‘should be placed above political partles ;

let us render to Csesar the things that are
Caesar's and to Canada what is her due. At
all events, the result of the by-elections in
Cornwall and Storment. in Bonaventure
apd Wright—

Afe. LaRIVIERE. (Translation.) The hon,
member should not forget the result in St.
Boniface.

Mr. ETHIER. (Translation.) Those elec-
tions bear witness that the policy of concilia-
tion pursued by the present Government
is emphatically approved of and endorsed
by the voters of the province of - Quebec,
and Champlain. I venture to say., will like-
wise express its approbation of the policy
enunciated in the Speech from the Throna.
Before dismissing this subjeet, let the hon.
Prime Minister allow me to ceongratulate
him en the part he has played in that policy
of conciliation which, as I said, will usher



