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naly years have had breadths of the territorial sca of{ their
countries f'ar morc than three miles. There arce counlrics with
a Tour-mile territoria sea; bhere are several with a six-
mile territorinl sea and there is one with a2 ninec-mile terri-
torial sca--that is }Mexicomrpnd the Sovict Union has a 12-mile
territorial sca. Same go beyond that, ecven to the extent of
200 miles. . This grecat varicty of claims on the breadth of the
territorial sca jndicates that therc is nqe such thing as
uniformity. Generplly spealing, the maritime powers have
insisted on and recognized only three miles, even though therec
has not been any direcct challenge to the countries that have
territorial scas of different widths. As a mattor of intecrest,
the U.5.5.R. has a territorial sea of 12 miles, going back

to the days of the Czars and it is not likely that anyone is
going to challenge anything that has been in exlstence for
over 50 years, .

aving giyen this heekground, I think it is now
fitting for me to poipt out that this problem was so complex
that the Internatignal Iaw Commission did naot make any definite
rccommendatlons to this general ‘conference pf the United Nations
on this matter, but simply pointed out that 12 miles in its
opinlon was the maximum limit that they thought should exist.
Now, for some time Conada has felt that a 12-mile 1limit was
necessary to proteet our fishing interests but we have recognized
that an extension of the territorial sca to 12 miles might
Jeopardize the proper interests of  those nations and those pcople
vho want to maintaip {reedom of the sea and freedom for air ‘
navigatlon. Therefore, our dilemma was, how could we rcconcile
the defence Interggats, freedon of the scags and the freedom of
the air, which roally requilres a very narrow territorial sea, and
the nceds of our pcople on our coasts for some priority in
harvesting the flsh off their shorcs? :

It is a matter of general knowledge, lr. Specaker,
that at the present tiwme by Canzdian law we have forbidden
Ctnadian trawlers to tish within 12 miles of our coasts, and
yot, bceause there Is nog international law, the trawvlers {rom
forcign nations Cap cope inside our 12-mile limit and do fish
i wvaters that the . Canadijan pegple do not 2llow Conadian
travlers to lsh In. Qulte frankly, we would like to reserve
those first 12 miles off our shoron for the pcople who cannot
afford the big travlers and vho vould lilke to make a living
mm_of this band of watcr that they can get to and from with
g$1rllimitcd resources as far ap capital equipment is con-

rned.,

Now, that was the problem that we faced at this
Conference, and this gocs back for several months and years.,
@m Canudian Goverinent proposed what became known as the
Lanadian proposal,. - This was first put forverd two ycars ago.
Mﬂugcd to its simplest terms it was an attcupt to rcconcile
the interecsts of defence, freedom of the sens and frcedom of




