
THE COLLAPSE 0F APARTHEID

In 1990 the National Party governrent, led by F.W. de Klerk, unbanned the ANC and
other political parties, followed by the release from j ail of most political pri soners including
Nelson Mandela and his comrades. However the transition to democracy was far from over.
Business at this point was fat more eager to talk and negc tiate with the black mai ority than the
government, as they wanted to act quickly and encourage the international community to lift
sanctions in order to minimize their growing economic losses. The government clearly desired
an end to civil unrest but did flot embrace unanimous support for power-sharing with the black
maj oity.

The ANC faced an intense struggle at this point to consolidate political support and
distinguish itself froin COSATU. Essentially the executive members of COSATU mirrored their
roles ln the reinstated ANC and union members quickly developed formal political citizenship in
local committees. The party battled to reconstitute its local, regional and national represenitation
and develop effective organizational structures as well as having to contend with other
opposition parties who rallied considerable support such as the IFP and the SACP.(Marx, 1992:
196)

Inimediately after their unbanning the ANC called for the return of ail exiled political
leaders and presented a set of demands to the governmenit as pre-condîtions for negotiation.
Outbreaks of violence contînued and despite serious contrasts ini policy and procedures the ANC
joined forces with the Pan Africanist Congress in 1991 and many other smaller parties quickly
threw their weight behind the ANC for organizational support. During this period the
governmnent and the ANC continually found themiselves deadlocked and threatened to end
neçynti.tinnq while civilian rnilitancv increaseti andi natio, -wide violent outbreaks resulted in


