
was estimated by Western analysts that combat potential might be reduced by as much

as 20-25% in Eastern Europe, and by 18% on the Central Front.81 More significantly,

operational manoeuvre groups (OMGs), which were long viewed as one of the most

threatening and offensive aspects of Soviet forces in Eastern Europe, appeared to have

been dissolved. 0f the six tank divisions disbanded because of the December

announcement, five apparently belonged to the OMGs. 82

Defensive restructuring is also taking place in other areas. Training and military

exercises are said to have been revised towards a more defensive orientation. 83 The

military budget is also to, be reduced by 14.2% and arms production and military

hardware by 19.501.84 Tank production bas already decreased by 40%.85
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