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Grein storage facilities in the coUntry are adequate. Storege
capacity in foodgrain silos near‘major<centres,is 225,000'tons while 12
central supply depots_ahd 320 ]océ] supply depots aroundvthe country can hold
another 800,000 tons. This capacity 1s suff1c1ent to handle food aid wheat
‘stocks as well as loca11y procured rice. 2 |

The Chittagong port has a 100,000 ton bu]k‘storage capacity for grain
in one modern silo. It also has a covered-storage space for 120,000 tons
of cargo, part'of which can be used for grain in'begsr Shoals at the mouth
of'the‘river.restrict the size,of vessels which ean enter the port. Average
size ships must be 1ightered-in:an outer.ahchorage about two mi1es from the
river mouth. Super:tankers must off-load onto lighters at a‘distahce of Up
to fifty miles from,the;port. The 1ighterihé.ships must in turn off-load
onto mini-bulkers to get the cargo into port. This lightering system provides
some opportunity'fOr 1eakages.b The Government of Bang]adesh is aware of, and
concerned about th1s prob]em and is tak1ng steps to po]xce the system.
However, for th1s to be effective add1t1ona1 resources such as patro] boats
and fuel, are requ1red

From the port gra1n is moved 1nto the s1lo This silo has moderh
equ1pment much of which, however, is qu1ck1y wear1ng out because of the v
1arge volumes of" gra1n bejng handled. From th1s po1nt the gra1n is moved
to government storage'faeflities throughout the'country. Transportation
to these storage facilities presents the second erea for leakages. Much
of_the grain is'moyedlbyfhand at vartousfpoints-a]ohg the system by_Tahourers
making a minimUmfsubsistanee‘Wage. As exp]ained'tohus by one-government
official, it is extreme]y_dffficu]t to stoo these labourers from taking a

little extra grain to feed their families.



