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Faster detection possible

The experimental SARSAT system will
make use of signals from existing aircraft
emergency locator transmitters (ELTS)
and emergency position-indicating radio
beacons (EPIRBs) used in marine vessels.
The satellite relays these distress signals
to a ground station known as a local user
terminal (LUT) where the origin of the
distress call is calculated to within about
30 kilometres. The ground station then
relays this information to a mission
control centre (MCC) which alerts the
nearest Canadian Forces rescue co-ordina-
tion centre for action by military search
and rescue aircraft or Canadian Coast
Guard and Department of Fisheries and
Oceans ships.

The first SARSAT-equipped US civilian
weather satellite will carry Canadian
beacon signal repeaters and a special
French signal processor. The Canadian
repeaters are designed and built by SPAR
Aerospace, Montreal.

Local user terminals have been design-
ed and built by Canadian Astronautics
Limited, Ottawa. Canada has purchased
one of these terminals, the US four and
France the major elements of one. The
Canadian mission control centre was
developed by SED Systems Incorporated,

Saskatoon.

British Columbia rocks yield ancient
Indian lore

For centuries migrating salmon were the
main staple of the Indians of the British
Columbia coast. If, for whatever reason,
the salmon run to the traditional spawn-
ing grounds was late or disrupted, the
Indians would call upon their gods to
restore the fish supply.

The Nootka Shaman
carve fish in the rocks of the coastline

and pray that the salmon would be drawn
by these pictures when the rock was sub-
merged in the rising tide. Rain divinities
were sculpted in the rock by the Tlingit
Indians, who knew that the fish would
not come in until the water level had

been raised by a heavy rain.

Indians would

Abundant in British Columbia

These rock sculptures, known as petro-
glyphs, are found throughout the world,
but few countries have as outstanding
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a collection as that which is found along
the northwest coast of the Pacific.

Hundreds of human figures, fish,
whales, gods and geometric designs were
carved in the porous rock for a number of
reasons.

Some sculptures relate local history,
wars, shipwrecks and deaths; others mark
sources of fresh water or good fishing
spots. In many places there are family
emblems marking hereditary property
rights, hunting and fishing territories and
changes of names.

Most of the petroglyph sites are dif-
ficult to find, with the possible exception
of Petroglyph Park, located one kilometre
south of Nanaimo, through which the
Nanaimo River runs out to sea.
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Circled areas indicate petroglyphs found
in rocks in the Nanaimo region.

The park contains some 20 sculptures
representing human figures, fish, birds
and sea creatures having the head and tail
of a wolf and the dorsal fin of a fish.

The petroglyphs of British Columbia
are found between the tidal lines along
the shore, and sometimes along the shores
of lakes and rivers.

Archaeologists are unable to determine
the age of these petroglyphs using radio-
carbon, because the rocks do not contain
any carbon. However, experts believe that
they probably date back as far as the first
human settlements in British Columbia, a
span of some 12 000 years. Petroglyphs
have been protected by British Columbia
law since 1960.
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