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laiîe for the purpose for which it ivas original]y intenided, and
broiught their ashes and garbagce out through the rear of their
respective yards down the alleyway, depositingo them in an un-

igty and unsavoury heap in the corner o h le n ac
The city seavengers periodically backed in through the lane and
renîoved the accumulation. The gate was miot always fastened,
b>ut, when closed, was always opene1 to enable the scavenger to
disciarge his functions.

The resuit of the enclosure by gates and the decay of the
fence wvas practically to bring tliis laneway into the back
prenhises appurtenant to the Lawson house. No doubt, they
strung clothes lines across it and oceasionally used it for varions
purposes. lIn the summertime chairs were piced mipon it; more
recently a haminock was strung aeross part of it; and, no doubt,
a sense of proprietorship has gradually sprung up in the minds
of the Lawsons.

The Law'sons continued to live on the property until 1897,
when they rented the house and went to live in Sherbourne
street, returning to Surrey place ini 1904. In the meantime the
house was occupied by a series of tenants.

lIn 1894 or thereabouts, the ashes and garbage deposited at
the corner of the lane had hecoîne a considerahie nuisance, and
the Lawsons coinplained to the city officiais. The result W-aS
that froin then onward the occupants of the northern houses
were requireil to place their garbage anti asiies in receptacles at
their back doors ini the alleyway. The secavellger, timen, hacking
into the lane, wvent up the alleyway and remioved the ashes and
garbage.

I arn asked to treat this as an assertion of exclusive titie to
the lane, I do not think that is so. What was donc was not by
way of assertion of titie; it ratiier constituted an admission of
the rights of the occupants of the houses at the north, and the
city officiais required this right to be exercised in a way that
would not cause a nuisance.

As the process of garbage remnoval evolved, the practice of
placinl- ashes, etc., to the rear was 1sirge1x' dis<'ontinned, and
the ashes were earried, in most instances, from the front cellar
entrance and placed upon the street. This again lias, no doubt,
eontributed to the Lawsons' feeling of proprietorship.

Apart from, what lias been stated, there are one or two speci-
fie acts much relied upon. One of the owners stored a launeli in
the lane in 1905, during the wînter inonths. During the winter
of 1909-10, lie stored a somewhat larger boat there. During
these times the gate was, mîo doubt, kept closed.


