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Lnkind thaii would an army of
ts! It makes a mnax feel abso-
lish ta kniow% that suuh things
àway bis life. if lie eould strike
with an axe. a-, le uan a venom-
e, lie would flot seem quiLe so0
B3ut pestilential iirobes,ý-tgh!
nysterioueýly abominable.
a seems almost too ridiculous to
,te. Tbey are unconseious things,

seede than anything else, and
Lrely devoid of any evil intent;
rtg vould excxeed their virulence
ictiveness.
e&e is called bubouki plagnue be.
the buboes, or inflamned glands,
teristic of its work. It spreads
1Wy. It is infectieis rather than
p--an important distintion-
ivided iute several varietiesi ac-
) the organe e-hietly attacked. The
ffer aligbtly in properties, oee
ig ealled Bacillus pestis fulmîn-
is is fatal within twenty-four
th.r conditions are less alarm-

m five te six days le the period of
Ior unfeit developmnent of the

in the blood. Then their poison
1in l l its revolting bideouisness.

ntei suddenly seized with head-
Ir, chill, giddiness, thirst, vomit-
i* in the baek, and Iimibs, and
In, aocompanied by severe fever,
te tpeare may rise teo 106 deg.nrlyfollows about the tenth
à day; but, if the vlcetim «survive
pd, complete reclovery '18 very

natin of the lyniphatie glands
,are the meut notiecable signa of
,e; numerous carbuneles aise

ý itoexitece. The membranes
ags kidneys, and other orgs.ns,
)USy affected; whule frequent
of the nose a lange ie a prom-

y tougndpeople perished dur-
retPlague of London, in 1665.

1 b rcinembered that tlhe towýn
mparatively smail place, sa that

potons were immense. About 90
ithu average deatb rate now of

es w>more recent tîmes, 'we learn
HogKong, during 1894, two

fivehunredpeople lest their
d that i Bombay twenty thon-

.sand iinhablianits wvru destroyed between
Sqptember, 189C, and Nfay, 1897-ai.
inotths- lui 1900 an ouffbreak at Glasgow
was, quic-kly upeseand waa, there-
fore, not serions. thanka- Io the Authori-
tics.

I now wis1h to deal witbf this peculiar
icrobe. IL, Should bue poifited Out that

wben mnoiinted( on the alides they are soaked
i an embailing, miediurn, and have been

se treated that ilhey are rendered] poweýr-
lcs s. U'pon magnifying themi to a larger
secale, wefind that, eaei(h spec;ýien is a short,
thick, round-ended rod or cylinder. Their
usual miethod of multiplication is by divi-
sien across the middle, wheni ecd half
lengthens into a perfect, bacillas that re-
preduees iteel! simnilarly. One germi is thus
capable of hecorning ilflions within a few
heurs, altering the composition o! the
fluider and other substances containing
thexa. This 1., the secret of their actions.
They absorli ce-rtain constituentq for their
own support and propagation; and in
doing so, decoompese, or modify the re-
remnainder. These microbes were tiret
isolated, or diseovered, in 1824 at liong
Kong by the scientist Kitasakoi.

Tbey inay obtain admission into the body
through abrasions ou the akin, scratchem,
cuts and wounds. The pneurnceaic form,
affecting ohiefly the lungu, may secure
lodgemient tbrougb the breathing cbannels
-the month, nose, and throat. The main
mneans of entry are, however, througb tb.
puni-tutres inade by -bitin g inseots. Riats
are tbe breeding bases for the germs, which
geL into the stomnavh o! the festhat feed
upon themn. These fleas are oalled Pulex
ehIeopis; while the humnan be(ing!ag epeeies
is named Pulex irritane.

No flea of any kind will feed ou eold
blood;- so that as soon as a rat dies o! the
plague the insecte leave its body, and, if
they cannot find other rats, will attaek
any warm-blooded animnale, in(fluding
man. Altho'ugh each ereature posseses
its owu style of flea, as a rule, they are
neyer averse t», intexrchangig( habitats.
Tic bouse flea iu not regarded as Lb. source
ef misýehief; yet the posslbility le, ever pre-

setthat it niay cause infeetion. Male or
female rat fleus would not hesitate to inter-
breed witb the doinestie variety, azuong
~whieh the diease would rapidly apread.
It sbould bce understood that there are
only trifling, microseopical differenees lie-


