
THE CÂNADIAN MUNICIPAL JOUrRNALVl.,NoIV

uniforma accounts in private enterprises. Thus, 1 recent-
ly visited the headquarters of a great private corporation
operating a large nuinher of electrie liglit, atreet rail-
way, and associated plants in different parts, of the coun-
try, These plants were operated under as man)y diverse
conditions and circumnstances as attend the management;
of the cities here represented, but their accouats were
ail standardized and summnaries of the transactions and
conditions were sent to that central office every month."

The objeet of this Committee is to suggest a systema of
Unifor-m Municipal Accounting for general adoption
througliout the Dominion. Lt should be clear and ra-
tional, adapted to the conditions of our country, easy to
establishi, and as far as circumstances permit in harmony
with the system prevailing in the IJnited States.

The labor and perplexities of the commnittee have been
vastly reduced by the fact that in the United States a
sound system lias already been planited, chieflyi oit h
over a decade of effort b thefli National Municipal League
and the Washingtoni Ceusus Bureau. A sketchi of thic
miovemient there was giveniiin a paper by Dr. Morley
Wickçett, editor of Mu1niîcipal Gavernmeiit in Canada, at
our 1908 Convention. "[in England", hie states, "uni-
formity is, largely enjoyed througli the Local Govern-
ment Board whicâ was-establishied in 1871; the Board
has powers cf audit and gives detailed analyses of thec
finaneial returus for over 34,000 local authorities of
varions kinds in Exigland and Wales.

"1n the UTnited States the inovement for uniformity
niay be dated rouzll from the inauffuration of thip ni-

"A further stimulus to the movement for uniform ac-
countixig came from the example set by great commer-
cial bodies. Systemns of Uniform reports were worked.
ont bY the Interstate Commerce Commission, by nu-
mnerous great corporations with their multitude of
branches, by the New England Water Works Associa-
tion, the Street Railway Accountants Association of
America (1899), the National Electric Lighit Associa-
tion (1901), the Ameri can Gas Light Association
(1902) and by a long list of other bodies having to do
with electricity, gas, water, street railways, public and
civil engineering, etc."

In Canada the existing deficiencies have been deplored
oy severai observers. As early as 1882, Mr. Archihald
Blue raised the question in a practical manner in the
P'rovince of Ontario and succeeded in establishing, the
presenit system there of annual statistical reports by
launicipalities to the Government, whichi however does
not enforce any special bookkeeping nor penalties. At
the 1908 Convention of the Union of Cauaçlian Muni-
cipalities in Monitreal, the Seçretary placed the subjeet
on the program for disctission in tlic hope of establish-
îng a mnovement for its practical introduction. It was
reviewed by D)r. Wickett and by -Mr. Hlenry James Rloss,
public andf municipal accounitant of Montreal, tlic dis-
cuission bcing- broughit to a head by a motion of the
Secretaryas follows :-"Thiat thec Union of Canadian

Vol., V, Nýôý- IV.


