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Inucalpable P-of BrnosWr

~11Epioncers prayer rug, that homely little
~ Patch of woven rags which the mothers of

the Confederation fashioned for utility's
sake, is manifesting a chartm as potent as
f 1the Carpet of Bagdad in turning the dust

,,Jf despair into gold for the disabled veteran
Sof the Great War.

When the Militai-y Hospitals Commis-
sion ws creaited by the Government for the purpose of
giving the returned soldiers the proper medical treat-
ment to restore them to the best possible physical
condition, and to provide the industrial education
necessary to miake themn self-supporting members of the
community, specialists were sent into the factories to
make industrial surveys.

The Commissioni wanted to find out exactly what
work mcen with varjous disabilities could be trained to
do efficiextly, that the courses in the vocational training
schools which they were cstablishing îight meet specific
nceds. For infstance, they wanted to know exactly what
opportunities there were for a one-arxned man in the
industrial World.

The resuits of the investigation were most encourag-
ing. There were a surprising number of
things which a mani wth one ai-m. or a
legless maxi might do well. It was evi-
dent that lie could lie 80 trained as to
command good wages and a steady job
without drawing upon any one's comn-
passion. For every mai who came back
minus a definite faculty it scemed that
there were opportunities waiting in w-hich
their disabilities might be offset by train-

Wbat to do with tic meni whosc in-
juries had left thein wlth permaiextly
impaired health and the prospect of neyer
being capable of working full days under
industrWn conditions was axiother ques-
tion. Where could such a maxi be found
suitable and profitable employmnent?

What business mnax could afford to
employ him howcever much hc miget
desire to?

To the vocational officers it scemed a
problein without an answcr uxtil ocS day
they came upon a circle of convalescent
sôldiers grouped around a littic Frexich-
canadian li the Grey Nuxis'Coxivalescext
Hospital li Montreal, where a large Huio.. ofJ
number of the "bed cases" amiong the
soldiers are being carcd for.

Propted up in hie bcd, he was worldng at a haxid loom,
a counterpart of the big oxic on which hie aid mother li
thc hille of the Gaspe country had woven ail hie clothes
uxtil he donned the King's khaki. To hlm it was no
novelty but a meaxie of llvelihood which opexied to hlm
wen lie returnecl to Uic aid home.

The cod fisheries and Uic laxid were now out of the
question, but lic could depead upoxi the wealthy touriste
from Uthe great dcies to provide for his future. He re-
nicmbcred themn as veritably begging the old pink lustre

willing to pay any prîce for the homely hand-loom
textiles which his women folks worked over in the
winter firelight,

The Handicrahfs Guild

B3 EFORE the war the Canadian Hlandicrafts Guild,
an organization with headquarters in Montreal

whose aimt it is to foster these old peasant arts in the
Dominion, had come Înto the district and bought up
quantîties of t heir stock of Woven mnaterials. They
took their sheeting, their hcdspreads, their towels. their
woven rugs and even offered such undreamned of prices
for their woolens that they stretched a point and sold
their next year's gowns in the pattern. Although the
strangers werc oficring only muderate mar-ket prices,
the villagers were littie uscd to ready money and it
seerned a fortune to thera.

Their commonest utensils thrcw the visitors into
ecstacîes. They little knew that thcy werc a precious
tag end of a century past, and a veuxi of pure gold in the
eyes of the enthusiasts for peasant arts. They did
i-cauze, howevcr, by dint of ai Uirift. which among other

FRanders learning baaketry <I rin a ieirconvalescertce inConvalescent Hospial ta keep thair minds active «md ta
ansure a meana of future IlSvelhood.

old-fasbloned thinge they hcld a high vu-tue, Uiat Uic
strangers werc anxious to have thern weavc more home-
spun anid rugs, and promised to liuy ail that Uiey wcrc
alte to tunn out.

So thc lad at the loom looked forward eagerly to Uic
day when ho should retzirn and set Up bis own loom, and
the vague hopelesnesof thc boys about hlmn was

"Why don't you learn to weavc, too?" he qucrlcd,
" Wly not? " cdioed the wornried experts, and an idea

was born which wilt Icad to, Uic developmnt of one of
Uic most artietic industries in Canada, a home industry.

Thiereturn for the lahor le gencrous,
teodar f evn, anid leing an art as wcll as an li-

Imaward. The extile dustry, competition le not keexi.
knimng bag ta bb. nid The deniand le always greater than

sxiicrftaGnl4. tUi supply, and the workcr caxi
regulate hie own hours, and de-
termine hie owxi surroundinge.

ý7' The new idea was taken to Mi-s.
James Pck, for years presidexit of
thc Haxidicrafts' Guild la Montreal,
anid a skillcd craft workcr, wlio had
liesn giving ber time for many
wcck-s in directing the occupational

vw work of Uic men confined in Uic
mliltary convalescent bospitals
there.

She agi-ced that it was Uic vcry
thixig and carried Uic plan a stcp
fai-ther. The Handicrafts' Gitild
would only lie too glad to have
added workers la the field of
pensant arts. The soôldicrs could

Convalescent soldÎer in a Montreal hos piai Iearning tooPerate a hand oomn. The loom îturne oui homne-s punmach in demnand for diotîng, han gin gs, etc.

be taught to make artistic textiles on the hand looms,
rugs, and baskets and their products could be marketed
in the same manner as the products of such peasant
communities as the Gaspe villages.

Art Value of the Goods

T HE art value of such goods, when brought before
the people who arc cager to secure thein, is the

chief consideratioxi, anid the demand is ever increasing.
Primitive simplicty gains in chai-m among
those who have thc most of the world's
goods and caxi best afford to pay for their
fancies, with every advance of the
modern world. As appreciatioxi grows
apace with wealth, business grows with
appreciation, and the future for the soldier
who is trained to these handicrafts le
assurcd.

xIn preparation, handlooms have been
givexi Uic men to work at in their beds,
and qualificd textile workers are exigaged
i teaching thein how to weavc. Larger

looms which turx out materials of greater
wîdth have biexi set up i the ivards for
advanccd work, and wcaving rugs on
stili larger looms will lie taught as they
progress.

The mexi arc cnthusiastic. A new hope
le lmproving their condition and hastcnring
recovcry. Whcre gloom reigned before
and the hands of the dlock drggd time
passes too quickly now, and Uic place
is bright with ambition. "Bcd cases"
arc no longer a problemn for Uic voca-

a Mililavu tional officer.
"T. B." patients i the sanatoria

cstablîshcd by thc Miitary Hopitals
Commission will aloo profit liy thiis arrangemnent. Many
of these boys witl neverbe able to engage in hcavy lalior
again, but whcn Uic discase has licen arrested they will
lie cxtircly capable of carrylig on such work as this.
Arrangements may lie made that these mcxi can live in
communities in suitable climates and engage in some of
the crafts, or retumn to their own families and set Up.
looms. I this way thcy wlll cari perhaps,,more, thaxi
tliey could la Uic crampcd confines of Uic city, and cnjoy
infixitcly better health and a longer lîfe.

Modem education la tuliercuiosis bas rcmoved the
prejudicc against articles handled by such patients.
The sanatorium tralied man ie kxown as thc least likely
max inlatUi world to circulate germs.

Capt. R. T. MacKeen, Uic vocational officer for Uic
Commission, under whose direction the plans have licen
completcd, will allow no impcrffct work. The boys
know that Uiey miuse tunn out a mai-ketable product
to lic eold on its merits and flot for its sentimental
association. The fact that a returxid soldier made it
is neyer kxiowxi.

The mcxi uxderstand that such a ruling is made for
their own good, since a demand artificially stûmulatcd
for Uic time being by the popular sympathy with a
veteran la a poor business basis on which to place bis
future.

The airi of Uic Commission is to put every soldier who
comes back from Uic front la a position toeamr an honest
living, indepexidexit of sympathy or philanthropic aid ;
to make han a neccssary factor la some phase of i-
dustrial lfe whcrc lic will find a dinxand for his labor.

The cost of selling service le not taken from Uicprofits of Uic cottage worer No profits exactedi for
Uic Handlcrafts Guild, which finds its reward ini secing
the old craifts fiourish.


