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giorious proclamations of Jesus Christ, and the thrilling
influences of the Holy Ghost eau we xxonder that the
preacher was pricked to the heart and said, "Men and
brethren, what shall we dIo ?'' Lu ail the range <if Cturchi
history, however, nothiug seems to so much combine per-
fection of character, and syînpathy xvith the work of j esusChrist as the sentiments if the text uttered by Paul, the
Christian, Apostle, anflnissionary to the Gentiies," Unto
mre, vvho arn less than the least of ail saints, in this grace
given, that 1 shc nid preach the usearchabie riches of
Christ. >'"-T\, o promirieu thoughîts arc suggested:

i. l-aul's estîmate of hiimseif ''iess than the least of ail
saints.''

2. Paul s estimiate of his mission -'unto me is this grace
given that 1 shooid preach the usearchable riches of
Christ."

Lu regard to the fi'st point it mlax' be asked, Is a inan
the best juîdge of h ii mseif ? Popu o I r olic t.opinhion IoOUId
not be prepared to ai>, er iii the affirmiative. iL xii not
dIo for one to aiiowv hi,, enelies to pass judgrnent ipon
hlm hocansi' their antiîpaîhy woulid be agains their gîx'îuig
a fair di Clsioit If t xv'îi 111-)t serve a giiod li s i0 Ol
alîow aridetit lrîetîdshtp ti> d o the ratiug biiiise ail (.Ver
estiniate mîglit be mîade. On the whoio îs is hast for al
iflan tii jîtdge himseif, bc'cause hol.ie st kiîows lus îo il
iveakit ss andi a bilty. \\'l in t he Apos tic, h îw'v'er,
touches this matter hie does su at the poîint 'il the spiritual
realîn. Lt wouid not be wîse for a mnan to judge lîiaseif
geneiaiiy. If au artist told him, -I arn less thari the least
of ail pointers, ' the probabilivy was a greater wouild ho
sought. If a doctor spolie of hi s professintai stanidintg in
the phaseology uf Apostle it is îlot ver), likeiv hoexvould ho
able to exorcise the healing art <ipon hits multitude of
patients. The etlect is dîfferemit iii tile realrn of the spit i-
tuai. P~aul wrote himseifdcowvn as "the chief of sînîtoîs.-
When ? Not %vlhen cote of those who stoned Stephen ;îrot
wheu broathing threateings agaiîst the inifanit Church;
not wheu receiîvitlg authority froîn thet chief priosts to go
to Damascus to, interfere wvith the progress of Lite Chris-
tian Church, hît after hie had walked with God ond had
communion with the Lord Jesus Christ. I-lave we not
evidenco in this of the growth of (lie grace od huînîliy in
the character ofthe Apostie ? Writîtîg to the Cliuich tin
Corinth in 59 hie saîd : t arn tho least of the Aposties
that arn not meet to hoe calied ail apostle, hecause 1 perse-
cutod the Church of God." \Vriting to the Ephesians in
64 hie called lîîmself -'less titan the loast of saints.' Brit
the climax xvas îlot yet reached. Ilu (5, Nvritiug 10 Timothy,
hie said, "This is a faithful saying, atîd wvcrtlî' oif ail ac-
ceptation, that Chiîst Jesus came into tue woî li Lii save
sînners, of vhotn L ain chief, I ilcess Ilis lite be icog-
îîized as illustrative of the gi o\0x ti f tie grhîce of liîtmulilitiy
it xviii appear to bfi oii i conîtradîictions ilidî Sti'alîgi
mysteries, i ustead of ixhic i t i s li beai itif illh 11 ou vý
'with truth and iîî ss'nipathy o 1h tlic inock aiîî ltiwl "I
J esus. Theiî Paul 1 tob.sbiy did a great cloal if good i ii
sayîng tlîa ho \Vds iess tlit thc, le îst of sainlts. 11i thait
ago of the Cliorcl uttcoi xv on- îispîîsed tii oxer î'stiiiiUlî
themseives, and wiîen they caiîied htîvx liaul, tile gro il
leader and teacher, regardol fls piosition, Oas it uîilkelY
that they shiolîl becoiî stulîd,î''d andl gîve a pî oper osti-
mate of thcîuseives to tleul sand cultiviite ile, hoiîi-
lity ind caîed iii the C hristianî iife of fic Ap tle h' A ild
now as to Poul's estîrnateofliis mission. >1 tilis lie sp)OlI
in a vory different touie. \Vhen hoe ieferred to lis oticial
relationship to Christ and fihe Chutch hoe saîd, "I rnaguiify
MY Office." Addressing the Corinthiait Chuirch hoe Sali,
''New thon we are ambassadors for Christ, as tli<îtgh God
did beseech you by us ; wo pî'ay yoo in Christ's stead lie
yo reconcîled to God." Tlîe preacher î'emarked '",Ireth-
reu, let me to-day emphasize the thought that tho preacli-
îug of the gospel la an institution of divine appointirent,

aîîd being an tnstitution of divine appointmeut it must
cotntinue ottl (he close of the present, wlîich is the iast
dispensation. Now, 1 glatît von that there are ixîfluences
and instrumetitalities vvhich iiîay ho raised into greater
prom-inetice, but it is ahsoiouelv implossible for atîy instru-
mertaiity to take the place uof the living moan of God, who
bonis the Masler's "go,'' andl feels tîe thrill of flic Mas-
ter's faîtlifuîl piromise, ''Lo 1 arn Nvitlî you always unto the
enîd of the wold' 'holi preaching of the gospel hias been
a triumph iu evety lanîd ;ail types ofîMen acknovviedge its
povi or. And as ain inîstituition of divine appointrnt it is
the greatest %ýot k of' nal. 'lhle \% o k of the sîatesmaiî is
nlobIle becaiîse it hias to doi with the plrogress of civ'il and
religions lîbei t.. and (le ilevelopînetît of (hic resîorces of
the coutitl v iii wlîich hoe lives 'lhle %vork of (ho authassa-
dfor îs tesponsi hic hecause upon his word rnay lîaîg thefatte of nîationîs în (h livs tif muoltitudes. h ioko
(lie secular teactior, anid tlie plî' sciau is îecîgîîizecd as im-
Poriîtanît, tînt ahove anîd beyoînî aIl, as high as it is possible
foîr tlie îiid of iiiiî tii roat'l is the wot k of tho preachor,
xxi li as lii io lii x h flie ciirn g <4f seutls aîîl thle proclama-
tioni of the gospel if oui Lord J esis Chrîist.'' Now înaîk,
tie îliniî. IL was (ho salue whli'tevor the Apiistle %wont-
tiîe sain i At ( leîs, et Cornilh, a t Ejîh(su s, befi re (ile
ctîlireil, andi tlic uileatnod, it WIi5 Jestîs Christ lu sortie
uoîe oîf lis iiaîiv aspiects, fls mnissionî ini file %orhd, aîîd
fls glîîîihuts powxer as tlhe Saviour of mou. It vvotid ho
liort ttî ima'gtine tic îpostio lîavîîîg aîty otlier. ('ouîected
\viti fic. (h mîinerai k'igduuin i mitlias beeîî re(erred (o as
"the cliief cellier stîîie ;'' cioîled with (ho vegomable king-

domîn Hi' lias Licou st>leî. (lie '-Rose of Sharon," (ho 'Lily
oif (he ''illey,'' aîîî iii cîînntîoîî wi(h the anlimal kiugdomi
Iis cliaractonisties h'ixe heeî inilictet by thie ties, ''ion
of the trie oif Juilalî.' andl ''Tle lamb of God that
tai eti axiav the sin of the xviiili.- 'l'lie ('hunch of Christ
Nvoulil îîo allîîx auy other thomne to take (ho place ofJ esus. Outr literîtîtie aîîîi scienîce and art are good
eîîoogl îiitî lein pîlace. \Veltlî of thouglit antI giace of
diîctionî arc attractive to flic colturel atd (ho cducated,
but the cliurch of Christ, xvlithei gathered un (ho Col-
lege, or (ho simple chapel, wouid, xvi(h indignanît expres-
sion, say, ''We caine îlot hete Lii bo foi wi(li (lie stîîues of
science uîr (ho flîîvers of rhetoic, but xvîdî thîe hread of lîfe
which coînes clownî froîn heaven.' Referetîce was macle
te the îueaniîîg if ''utsearchale riches cf Christ.'' If
cîv'eretl (ho great pîowver î.f C'hrist. Was it not solnethiiîg,
tii have al Saviior oîf utîlirnitei rosotirces ? Take tile cias
of jesus' Christ's inicarnate caroci anîd we ffrdt shillinîgfi tii te iiiiadoes vvhich île wo îcglî( aîdîtll vi ixxulS say
tiit ils p~iowxer lis houri i'xlî.ite I ? \Vho xviii (lare saYti,ît lus fecîlitg of tlic îîiîî1itîiiles, andî slilliîig of (lie
tiilipest and. cîing if deils' a nI l.isiîg îîf the (leadî

lii-cxhli îsîîl Fils piiixoi Ni tlost a re but lluîstra-
tilis if I lis inlscaîtIale i chusý Pllie creaîiîîîî \Vas ait
cx'iit,'lce. îîfîilîîîîo v''' but l in î its kiuii thaîi ffat
îîî,îîîi fcsîcîl iii the xi orî ofl roi <'llipt io 'ii -lrist 5 con qute(
oif sin t nd i Iicit i. anhe(li gliix are h' 't i oîîi s inI sorti
degree il t tlhi un searc1ht lle n i les ot H is piowx'r 'l'îe lin-
seaîchl rlcîichios of Clit t lii.,i ae îiîaiifest iu Ilis
xv culîl <if llessîing anii iîi bis liii . 'llie piier lio 1ctiiarg-
el ii1 îil t'e later.' (luiîiglil. Loxv' xi i, the iliglitiest pîvi
in thi' ixîlîl tii 'lay' Gii i siî buit (uoiit love-
11, ,. ls i o, I'ii plaiise oil Iîxi ; iircîtîrs haxe kiiî
ihtii i xiihi te h Cat il] I i sealiiig tî poî i (s matcless ciiarac-
ter ;liisbiry lias recordcd flie lov e cf patl iots foîr tlîeîr
coîltr v. the love o tf nuolliers for (heîr chilîren, the iov'c cf
\xiveos foi' thoir iiîslianils, lut aftcr aIl xviii iill dare comn-
pîare (he love ocf tue pa(niiît aîîd Iittler tî tlie liv'c tif
Chist ý One is fuîite andî huînanî, tîlerotore tncasîîrabîe
(lhe tlier iîîtlnite aîîd ivîine, theoîîîe im'îieasuriall. tIn
thaî l<o xve have ail lntorpretatiîî oif the Inystories of
Clîrist's sutfeî'tîg andî death, oîf the mysteties oif thie vast


