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proposed home, Indeed, we are not sure
that any definite plan has yet been formed.
The general idea-is, however, to purchase a
suitable building and to provide a tempor-
ary endowment, sufficient to support in
simple comfort those who might be found in
need of such aid. The sum required would
not be very large, and the pleasure of minis-
tering to the comfort of those' who might
find in such a home a happy release from
privations or humiliations which make their
lives unspeakably wretched, should be an
ample return to a benevolent mind for the
investment. We are sure that it is only

necessary that some suitable and energetic

person should take the matter in hand, to
elicit & generous and adequate response.

It is to be hoped that the good sense of
the citizens of Toronto and of other cities
and towns in Ontario will assert itself in
time to prevent the serious mischief which
mey otherwise arise from the impulse which
is just now making itself felt in favour of
the use of artificial stimulants to quicken
business life and induce a semblance of pros-
perity. In any large view there is some-
thing not at all seemly in the bidding of one
m.unicipality against another for the pos-
session of some existing or projected factory,
or other industry. It may be pretty -safely
assumed that the business enterprise which

‘needs that its proinoters should go from

place to place seeking to stir up a local

rivelry. which may be turned to account, is

not the kind of business which is most like-
ly to be prosperous and permanent. The
mere transfer of a business already existing
from one locality to another adds nothing
to the wealth or prosperity of the country,
and it is very doubtful whether the ten-
dency to concentrate the industries of the
Province in one great centre, instead of
having them distributed in various locali-

&, .ties, is not distinetly harmful on the whole.

In so far as such concentration is due to
natural or special advantages afforded by

" the locality to which the removal is made,

it should not, of course, be interfered with,

* but in so far as it may be in any case caused

or hastened by bribes from the municipal
purse of the wealthier locality, it is not only
unpardonably seifish, but of doubtful utility
to the community in which it is thus
effocted. Every proposal to tax the citi.
zens whose industry is the source of what-
ever prosperity the city may have, for the
benefit of some new-comer, is so manifestly
unjast that it should be voted down without
hesitation or compunction.

It is almost & relief to know that the
great Columbian Exposition, of which we
have heard so much during the last two
years, is at length, as our neighbours would
say, “infullswing.” The love of the dram-
atic, which is always and everywhere so
strong in the human breast, has lost none of
its energy on American soil. It is not eagy
to see how human ingenuity could have
addad to the elaborateness of the prepara-
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tions which had been made to render the
opening ceremony as impressive a3 science
and enthusiasm and millions of dollars could
make it. The President’s address was a
model of brevity, but the man who could
have made a long speech on such an occa-
sion would have needed nerves of steel and
an ovérweening self-esteem reaching to the
sublime. In the presence of that seething

‘mass of human beings, the sense of personal

importance in the ordinary man must have
dwindled to very small dimensions. The

address had, perhaps, a little too much of

the Johnsonese, and was also somewhat
marred by the inevitable tendency of Amer-
icanism to forget the wise man’s injunction
to ¢ let another man praise thee and not thine
own mouth,” but was on the whole approp-
riste and sufficient for the occasion. A
more suggestive hint of the wonderful
achievements of modern science could not
easily be conceived than that which was
conveyed to the vast audience when, by the
simple touching of a button, the wheels in-
numersble throughout the great machinery
hall began to revolve, the fountains to play,
the bells to peal and flags of all nations by
the bundred being ubfarled. A display
unique in the world’s history is opened for

" the admiration of the world in Jackson Park

and it may be assumged that the ambition
even of Chicago and the United States is
satisfied with the effect.

- As we go to press the tariff investigation
by the Minister of Finance and his col-
leagues is, we suppose, going on in this
City. Mr. Foster is reported as having said
that as many importers as manufacturers
were consulted in Montreal, That is well,
To bave consulted the manufacturers a'one
would bave been to make the whole proceed-
ing farcical. Mr. Foster is further quoted
to the effect that, taken all around, both
manufacturers and importers seemed satis-
fied with the preseut tariff. That is not
very surprising. Of course both of these
very important classes have a right to be
consulted and no Government can afford to
disregard their opinions. At the same time
it goes without saying that neither of them
is likely to be among the first to agita‘e for
a lowering of the tariff. The wanufacturers,
for whore benefit the protective fra'ures of
the tariff were crea‘ed, can hardly be ex-
pected to demand their remova'. The im-
porters, it is true, might naturally be sup-
posed to view the subject from another
standpoint and reach a different conclusion,
But then it is to be borue in mind that they
do not pay ‘the tax, but werely shift it to
the shoulders of their customers. Conse-
quently, 8o long as the volume of imports is
not materially reduced, their business being
now adapted to the prezeat system, they are
very likely to manifest the conserva‘ism
which usually charasterizes those who are

doing well enough, the more especially as "

they probably are accastomed to receive a
percentage of profit on the duty as well as
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