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LIQUOR LA W IN TIIE TEMOIE ASUGGESTION.

UJPcŽ on5e point counected with the existing r(errit(irial Liquor La~w aroe
i110,9t Parties agreed, and that is in considering sonie -dlteratioii a necessity.
The reasoii isothiit tlhe circuinstances of the country \vliiclî the law was
framned to meet, are cînpletely changed.

For the information cf those io rec)Loiiz( this fact, ,ut do iiot
understand how the prohibition of intoxic n ts ori-inated, it; may be
etatted that they were birst excluded at the instanceocf the lludseii's B'ay
0ûWnPanY. In hringing about this4, at the timie, very de-tirable prohibition,
thse comjpaj1yý whichi up' to that date- tradled iii romt, deired the protection
of its vested interests. Later on tihe inerea,ed -ýafety a11tbrd#.d scatterel
B1ettiers, by withhlolding< wvlat woul(l neces.sa-il v ininse the ferecicus
n1ature of the savages, was recognized ; bot tno\V the wblite Potpulation lias
grown go strong that inany consider it a very soe -e exurUise of self-
dertiai to be deprived of good beer or mnay be sonsiefiinig stronger. on the

thrhanui thse total abstainers, who, somnewbat il[('ialln arregate te
thensselves thse titie of the Temiperance Party, are ual orally iinest unwill-
lflg to loose an inch of tihe ground, however prepared, xvhich lias onily lien
ftPproached by thieir bretirn elsewlîere, at the cost of weary ani doter-
m'Ifed effort. XVha-t does excite surprise is that the u aedTelluperance
Party does flot sec that i striving after wvlat in the na-ture of tlîings *i
lattainalîle, nameiy, complete prohibition, it is dlefcating its 1)rofessed

object. fJow coules it thise tîsat, as is uvIiversa8:lly teluîtted, tihe present
al' i go largely inoperative and geeai ojcîtabe' lielly becalise

thse eytent cf territory requiring te bc watcheui is so vast tliat an ariuy of
Polie would not sutlice to uîiard against the operatiotîs of stnugglers and
Illicit (listillers, and stili more becauso a large proportcion of the poplation
regard thse eîsforceient of total ab)stinience' as a direct infriss"eaient of
Uluividual liberty. Manly more wlio are isot entirely out of syinpatlîy
With the spirit of tihe law feel that it cannot be ii'cpartiaily enforcedl.

The indirect evils attending the present systeii cati only receive a
Pa8sîng mention. These are thée disastrouq efb-ct upoii tbe attituile of the
e0rntnllnity towards lawv breakers generally, enigenidored by tise habit cf
8YloPatIsy with. a particular ciass cf trîsrsos tetendeiscy to
11itroduce, wisether under periiiit or otlierwise, the strongest, and, there-
fore, vilest, forins cf intoxicants which cati le suppressed withiti a griveni
outce, and the draining cf the conntry cf inioiey, whlichi constasstly liows

Otto pay for thse liquour whicli cati oîsly lie purciîased outside cf it.
That these are cryîog evils ail admîit, anid rather thais enidurc tiîem, could

tiPeople as a whole ho brougbt voluiîtarîiy te accept, and, coiisequently,
tO nfor.0 e absolute prohibition, [ woolti heai-tily endorse its adoption ;as

it is, however, the inatter inust bu. coiîsiclured frotî ai practical stand-
point, aîsd despite the îavings cf fanatieai proeliitiotîists or siiill more

1'ievotaries cf Bacchsus, thne large msajority, who constitute tise reallY
teifperate class cf thse coniniunity, dce8ire 'te bit uoen a schenîie whicls wili
flot Press too heavily upon those wvio regard the noderato use cf liquor as
a"Fl'rdiig a legitimate pleasure, ner ycettfurîisbl lic isses te tisose wretcised
e?'atres, wilo, by its abuse, relis thenîiseives, soul ani body, invoive their

flJUryupcone ti nlos andi misery, anid imorc rcinoteîy infiict

1( leet the views cf tise temiperate majority, and .secnrc such synlipatliy
'it tise law as wili iimsure its emforceïient, scîtie n1iddle course nslust be
4oie * anti thse oniy cise whichi ollors is to perisi thse brewiing and sale
cf d ed be under lîcense, andi rigidiy probilut the distilliug or saie

M1 rnPortatiois cf spirits, upon any pretext xvhatsoever, except for strictly
Pro lla purposs under perinit. [c is certain tisat tîsee heetrm

ctihbitioriists who simcerely deosiré- thse reductien cf thse evils attesîding
teUse cf intoxicants te thc lowest lirniit practicable, ratiser than tise

lrnPo8ition cf their peculiar vicws upoîs their fcllow ineis reýgariless cf
te easibiity or consequeuces cf doing se, wili isesitate te re.ject a

e0 prondlis, which would appear te promicise sucls good resuits. On the
Oer hand, nurishers cf tisose nmeost bitterly opposed te any interference
'"t Wisat tisey consider tlîeir rigs, iii the- inatter cf intoxicants, will

fail 'il Wvitli such a compromise i-àtiier tîsai drive oer to tise othor side,
'lurbers, Who could net, if it caie to the point, bring themnselves te

Qlldrtakb

ree thk ie responsibility cf votissg for a regular liceisse systemn and
fretraij~ in spirits. That the Isope cf keeping a people temlperate whien

irru rdn theni access te beer is by nc ineans Entepian miay be gatisered
Pria study cf the social conîdition cf sucli ceunitries as Gerîiiany and

cp 5 e, Wisere, whie beer and iight, wines are within tihe reaci cf ail,
Thisa althougîî at ail tines accessible, are comiparativeiy rarely used.
8, 1U I5 advn g b lu sssiglst fairly bo expected to resilt froni tise

1 P"oSs of the sug'ested copoiewill becoine appaeet cen consider-
9the effoct i t wouid have upers tise evils attendiig tise prevaîling
bcalreadv enumierated. lTme iajerity cf thse peoplbing ceîsciîiated,

1i5 iterested iii upiiolding a law witi whicli tiioy are, in 4yinpatisy,
55 fotcte forîin an overwlielningi police for-ce, wlîîci will enforce

-1l% e l o for tise ,eneral good. lise teuiptatien te condense thse
esit Coen usd imîto tise sinaliesut bnik is reinioved, and a fori cf class
go atl10 5 diappears. lThe nioney spenci in rtn liur icscr

we s t fimOn a nexv country, btays 11i1i t, andi a Ilousie iîidustry by
thmei1 0  *graini -rowcrsý, as Woîl aLs thie lrwr anJ retailers cf beer are

tir l u8 ifol.d experiexiceý, te feresce tihe objections wlîici xviii be
t1ýr .byrbi'(prolsibitîcîsisui te tînse ar-utiients, but before they decide

'V cta prfte o, 1rmie it Lt b v!I for theris te coîssiderle Po p tjý.
p~ospec they have oç c:irrying tise ex(retuie uieasuses they are
,aoiiig to e8tablisli without the lîeip cf tho trty temnperate class,

Wf1lOt liO peniLita ed te go tiiý wvole way witl divns lîow tous-

perance legisiation isas succeeded wisere its severity lias idy atlowed it a
partial, auni often at tisat an outward syiiipatsy assdl tue, extent te wiih tise
reo(nised difficulties iin tise way cf enforcing tise existing law weuld be
sucreased, were it made imore stringent iii ail respects. Get tise mass cf
tise people into synîpathy witis what tlîey wiii regard as a rea4orible iaw,
and tîsen miake stringent provisionîs agaiinst its alaise, amid they wiii heip
yeu. If yen like, puniss by fino onie sliewn te have soit1 beer to ais intoxi-
catoci iisdividual ; for a second otièsice, fine and imiprisoi, if yen wiii ; and
for a tisird, caucel for ail tille tise otlonder's license.

Fiev, perisaps, would obet te making tise conîditions cf drunkenuess a
criiiniai oflence, uer dees tisere appear any 'good reasoîs wlîy a inau's
deliberate seduction cf isimseif te a condition such as proveiits his centrol
of his actions within litnits compatible witi tise coifrt, safety anti well-
beiiig' of lus feiiows, sisoult iiîot ho treated as cimiisal. 'Tc devise a
sciine whlsi wiii work perfectly is beyond the scope cf isusîais ingenuity,
l)ut tise eue hiere proposed s ,elsîs moere likeiy te workç practictil good than
any other 1 have lieard ssiggesteti. RItclitxîu.

A I>ROJECTED SIVINDLE.

TisE derîoralizing etteet cf party spirit iii evomy day becoiig more
apparent. Urider its indluence msen cf average hoiesty, anti more than
average inteli-ence, constantly defend acts amsd advocate nseasures which
are plaimîly absurd assd palpably tiisiest. A renmiarkalie case in point is
at presesst occerring in tise Provinsce cf t2uebec. Certain bondts cf tise
Provisnon are ncwv outstandiug,, wieui will net ho dute for some years te
corse. Mý,oney cati ho obtaimieti at a ioxver rate cf itîterest tisais us at prosesit
Loinsg paid te tise bondisoiders. Lt is accordingly proposcd by AIr. Mercier
timat tise outstadimg bonds ho redeemsed amsd ssew cries purcisased, and tis
wlsetiser the bondisolders like it or isot. The prepesai, shaimeful, ridicuicus
thougis it is, receives tise support cf mucn wiu aire mitiher rascals imur foeis.

It is urged in favour cf tise scseuse, tisat if cssrried eut it wiil save tise
Province a large sunii cf nieriey every year. But ou the otiser hand are
urged the iuisuperai)Ie obîjections tisat it is iseitiser legal ner lsonest. Thsis,
it nînut bo reiembered, is ais ordirsary amit simnple case cf debtor and
creditor. Th~e creditor (the borsdhclcer> lendu; lus îîossey te the debter
(tise Province), and a ' rees isot te desssand it fer a certain nunîber cf yeams,
iii cosideration cf certain intorest payiueuts duriiig tisose years. Or te
use tue tecisiical language, iL is tise case cf ais obligation witli a terni.
(ian th(e debtor iusist oii payirsg haek tise msomey beforo tise ternu expires,
or mîîust lie wait its expiration if tise creditor se eiects i

Article 1091 cf tise Civil Code cf Quebec ronds as follows "Te terni
is always presuined te Le stipulated is faveur cf tise debtor, uiiess iL
resuits froin tise stipulation or tise circunistances tisat it has aise beemi
agrieed upon in faveur cf tise creditor.' This is the expressions cf a rule cf
law wlsich is commosi te ail civilized ntionîs. It is likewjse the declara-
tien cf reasen, justice aud coinoissense. Tisere eau ho ne doubt in the
presenit case tisat the teni was stipulated ii tise iuitesest of tise bondllde*
as sîsucis as iii that cf tise Province.

An easy test as te wisether a stipulation was agr(ed upoîs in faveur cf
a particular pamty te a cosîtract is tise foliewisg : ad tise party at tue
tinse cf the ccntract aumy intes'est imi rcquirisig tise 8tipiatioli t if se, it
was made in isis favour. Apply tisis test te tise, prsemst case. WVleu the
bonds were issucd, tise purcisasers liat a plaini issterest; is insistimg tisat tise
terni slsould niot ho anticipated, 8iomply tteaîse iluir debter hod a (t ight te
imsist upon t/me sane tltiing. Tise stipulation of a timie befere wisich, pay-
mment should net hoe made xvas necessary te secure tisons agaimut possible
buss, and te place thiseî on an equal feeting witis tise other pasty te tise
centract. If tise terni xvas mgreed upous soieiy isi favour cf tise Province
tise fellowing weuld ho tise resuit. If since the miakissg cf tise ccntract
issterest had gene up, tisey wouid hiave been unable to get back their
capital, and tisus be deprived cf a more favourabie investiemst. But
interest isaviusg fatieu they suay ho conpeiled te. take back tiseir ussoney,
assd wiii have te invest it coi less favourable conditiomns, fer if tiseir debtor
can obtain a lower rate cf iîsterest go cau aîîy equally soiveut borrewem.
Consequently tise creditor o51 rO-iuvestiiig would have te take buss imterest
or accept weaker security. Iu otiser words, if whe-m tise 'eitract, was
msade tise bondisolders agreed te tise terimîiui faveur cf tise Provimice, eut
did net stipulate it in their oxvu faveur, tisey delibermsteiy put it in their
debtor's power eitiser to deprive thisocf gain or subject thon te ba,
whicis is quite incosîceivabie.

lise above reasoning is net ofièred as being eitiser profoud or original.
On tise cesstrary, it is soif evident aîsd fanifiar te every oisc who lias tise
least experience in business. Yet it is coustestedi by men whe justiy
pleine tseisselves on their iuteligesce, amsd wcuid bitteriy resent tise
smallest imputation on tiseir isorseur. Sels blirîduess, iuîteilectuai aud
userai, is indeed a îuost startbiisg phemesii.

1,ennovimnle. 1). C. RoBseERTsmN.

THE Republican Party lias iLs face tunîd te tise past. Tise DLemuicratic
party is loekiug forward. lise Republicars spirit is reactionary ; tise Demno-
cratic spirit is progressive, lise Republican poiicy is ssarrew, sectienal,
and proscriptive ; tise Demuecratic policy is broad, nuational, andi tolerant.
lise Densocratic party stands for henest amsd ecosomuicai governmsent, lew
taxation, an enlarge<l commerce, asîd a umited people ; tise Republicans Party'
stands for profligate geverninent, for huigis taxes, for restricted commsîerce,
for mossepel>, and fer a divîded countir. l'ie issues betwoeen tise Demo-
cratic and tise Republican parties were nover se stresîgly defineti as te.day.
-lnt/ja ltmpolis ,Sentinel (Dem.).
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