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Their struggles for power are apparently destined to be as endiess as
they are untiring. Those alternationis of success are the systole and diastole
of the political. body, which seenii to accompanry its life, and whose absence
perbaps wouid be inconsistent wit]î sound health. The element of in-
sincerity, which leads to se much corruption and is tbreatening to become

apublic danger, is Jorced inte the struggle. The system whîch throws
legisiative questions into the saine parliamentary miii is the cause ef their
inevitably becoming grist for the party le~aders. This resuits from the unsci-
entifie incoinpleteness of our institutions in thejir present state, as already
peinted out. Hence thebenefit to be expected from reverting te an elquivaient
of the eider system, under which the inconsistant functions of legislation and
of executive government were in a great ineasure severed in their exarcise.
To Pariiament-the elected repesitory of the autberity of the nation-
belongs the choice, the support, and the criticism of executi ve governments.
With it must also remain, as a part of its supreme power, the duty et giving
final effeet te new projects of law. But let the most substantiai part ef
lagisiation, the business ef appreving or condemning ail prepesed legisiative
action, at toast on those questions which are the suliject ef ciass jealeusies,
be once more undertaken by a volunitary convention frei-n time te tuae of
representatives ef ail the class interests ef the country liable te be affectad
by impending economical legisiation.

These conterences wouid be held on a neutral tarritory which Party
would net easily invade. Party orgailisation-or even party spirit-seems
te stop at the doors ef the Bank Board and the Company meeting. Equaily
distinct and indepandent will be the constitueucy ef the, Industrial Par-
liament. A like sense of separate and important interasts beîng at staka
may be expected te make evary class vigilant in repelling polîtical intrusion.

1. have (in the book referred te) used Ireland as an illustration that
the whole can be doue by the classes severally interested acting for them-
selves in the matter.

It doas net seern te be impossible that local Industriai Conventions or
Parliaments, babitually assemhbling, as described in the book, in ail the
British Kingdorns, would give inuch ot the desired relief te Parliarnent,
the iiecossity for which bas formed the chief Engiish argument for the
creation et local legislatures, net in lre]and alone. Thay might even prove te
afford such perfect expression te ail genuine local demands, that the desire
for a Homne Rule Parliament would lose niuch et the hold it now has on
the minds et many reasonable men.

But whetber the scal te be put upen thosa conclusions, in the torm et an
ultimata autheritative act et legislation, is te comae frein the Imperial Par-
iiament or frein a Home Rule Parliamerit, is really a secoudary matter.

Thus the proposition may be entertained altogether aside trom the nie
theoretical question et tha expediency et political "IHome Rule" for Ireland.

The institution te which 1 give the naine of an Industrial Parliament,
is propesied as supplying a gap which meets us everywlîere in our proesses
ef evolving industrial legisiation. Tt is needed in Canada-notwithstand-
ing the completa Home Rule which Canadiaus are admitted te ha enjeying-
and the saine want is experienced iii thre differant States et the American
Union.

It seenis to me that the assemhly et one ef those extra-political, Indus-
trial confereuce-s inust under any circuinstances be a useful, if net an essen-
tial, proiiminary step ini arriving at a mat and peaceabia solution et the
xisundarstandinigs; now exi8ting betentetogetIihidsra
classes. bententewegetrihidsia

lt as eenthe habit of the advocates of a Home Rule Parliament te
urge in answer te the tears of their opponents tlîat wbien lef t te maka a
sattiement for theniseives, tire various classes and interests in Jroland would
procaed witb more fairness than some, expeet; and that they wouid end by
arriving at some reasonable and just basis et agreement. I venture to,
point eut that it i8 easy te put the justice et those fears beyond contre-
versy by an immediate and conîclusive test. What pravents those classes
frein meeting in a contarence new, and kroving the possibility et an agree-
nment by arriving at it in advance i Let the challenge be tairly given by
aither aide, and those declining it wouid exhihit a want et confidence in
the rigbteousness et their clamms-a reluctance te subinit tbem te fair dis-
cussion, an anxiety te, resorva them for an overbt-aring nîajerity in a
.Pariiament, partial on one side or on tlîe other, which would aluîest, at
once decide against the recusauits the wavering sympathies et the civilised
world.

Aiready, sinco the appearance et the book expressing such hopes, more
than one stop bas been ruade towards their accomplishînent. Withiu the
past mouith the Irish iandioids have erganised themselves into a completeiy
representative ciass assenîbly, corresponding te that previeusiy exist-
ing on the part ef the tenants. Between these twe pienipotentiary hodies
pretocois for a conferenca have actualiy comimenced te pas8. Two dis-
tinguisbed lrisbmen, bolli ne doubt earnestiy desireus et bî'inging aboeut a
peaceful and hoest sottiement, have concurîed in torwarding this tendency.
The cabie telegranîs have annouuiced tlîat Lord Monck, a nobieman who
was onîce Governer-General of Canada, and who is himseit an Irishl anîd-
lord, bas jeined bis voice te that et Arclibishop Walsh in urging the con-
terence. it wiIl ne deuht intarest the readers et TnE WEFK te see the
language used by tlie Irish Lamîdlords' Convention iii refereîice te the Arch-
bishep's proposai. 1 quota troni the Z'intes et Septenîber 16-

1,Mr. Bagwell, as a iniddleman as weil as a head landiord, had much.
pleasure in prepoaing the following reselutien :-' That, this meeting'
desires te express satisfaction at the kiudly expressions contained in Arch-
bishep Walsh's letter et the 27th et Augiîst, 1887, and te reciprocate bis
Grace's wish fer an ainicabie settliîîent of the land question.' lie was giad
te see a prelata in the position et bis Grace stating that thora was seme-
thing te be said on beth sides ot this question, and discountenancinu the

idea, that landlords had ne righîts. Archbishop Walsh in a letter subse-
quent te that et tire 2hiî of Augusf stated that ho was inciinad te think
the moment for the ternis et settiemeut te be discusseid had net arrived.
Ho cencurred with this view, but they were anxiens te show that they
were net unreasonable peeple, snd bad ne objection te consider any reason-
able proposition. Archbîshop Walsh vwould raceive the blessing which
Christian meralify lîad describad te be the portion et peaceunakers.

"The miotion was put and carried.
"On the motion et Mr. James Wilson, seconded by Mr. B. W. Baget,

it was reselved that it ha an instructien te the Executive Coînittee te carry
eut the wishes et the meating as exprassed by the resointions whicb have
just been adopted." (Ail mention et this important resolution bas beau
carefully suppressad in the partisan despatches et tha Aineicauî Asso-
ciated Press.)

Since action lias gene se far on the lines I bave advocated, 1 am euhbol-
dened te peint eut that nîany objections the Archbishep's proposai bas met
with frei ,writers in the Times would prohsbly ha remnoved by noe tîiiy
adopting tbe teatures et an Amîcient Parliainent ini the terni et the Indus-
triai Assemblias I hava ventured te advocate.

Iu the tirst place, for the settiement et the land question a coritarence
must be incomplata unless, along wîth landlords and tenants, the othar
great classes et Irish people aie included iii the invitation.

Thus eue o etli chiet objections already ruade te the proposed Irish
land conference wouid heoeverconie. The prasence et the bankers, the
merchants, the nuanutacturers et Jrelaud, would remove the pessihility et
the assemhly degeneratiug inte a mere wraugia hetwean axtremists et the
landiord class on the eue baud and et the tenant ciass on the otiior.

Strange te say, tbis necessity for a more general confarence has been
set forth hy eue et the landlerds tsking part in the raceut convention in
language remarkahly coincident with some et that te ha tound in the book.*

Lord Castletown, secouding the ahove-quoted rasointion, is reporteci as
saying that 'IThey were ail auxieus te see kindiy relations renewved ha-
tween landierds and tenants, but in a settiament et the land question
they must remenîher that ether interests than those et the two classes
raterred te in Archbishop Waish's latter were deeply concerned aîîd inti-
mately concted--tbe labouring classas in Ireland and the snîaller artisani
class-wbiie many et the great commercial lieuses derîved inuch of thair
inceme trem the samne source. Tbey, as wahi as tue preserit owners and
eccupiers et Irish land, must bave a veica in this settl,'inent. The question
was Imparial and cempreheusive. It was net local and circunîscribed. Tha
infereats et these sections et seciety must ha consulted, and their views
regarded. The land question must ba soived, and will ha seivtd soon and
finally, but it must ho soived iii such a maner thuat tira hast interest5
et evory clasa in Ireianid, nef et twe eniy, ara corîsuited, that every
portion et the comînunity might ha equitarly and properly protected in that
settloment, and that the unify et our empire imight, ha nailitained."

I had calied the meetings suggaatad in my book Industrial Parlianents,
hocause on nearly ail greaf cias questions the contereuce otight te l>a a
universal eue-a national rapresentation, and nef a lucre ropresentatien Ot
the ene or twe classes apparently meat directiy concemnied, As ageneral mie
ail classes will prove te ha affacted te soe axtent by the prosperify or depres-
sien ef any oe important industrial ciassý. Nloreever, the dategates leasf
directly iuterested in each suhjact under discussion weuid act a seifli
judicial part, holding the balance et resn betwean the immediate parties
te the dispute. Wouid net the summeus te a general conterenca cou"'
more acceptably from seme et the mercantile bodies than froni aither lanid-
lords or tenants 'i

A second cause et distrust would disappear if the rapreseutaf ion oft&I eh
clasa were understoed te ha strictly centintd te mem bers et that csass. If
Mr. Parnell should appear at ail, if wouid ha as a representative et semal
association et landlords. As a politician ho would bave ne locus standi
wbatever.

Finaily, but perbapa most important of ail, is the condition that ther'
should ho complota treedom freni auything like a foregone programma Or
theery, either with or without a pehiticai saveur. This I think is a dettetý
in Archbishop Waish's proposai which would appear tojustity the land-
lords in declining if in that shape. To biud down the assembiy in advauic
te the mare working eut et tha details et some sot proposition, liko the
"labolition et dual owîîarship," would nef only prevent the possibilifY et
a ceufarence heing agret-d te, but wouid dinîinish tire dignity sud mDigbt
tatally cripple the usefulnesa ef the assembhlage, if if were f0 take place.
If wouid exposa ifs dalibfrations te the chance et beirîg reduced f0 a
absurdity, sncb as hetaîl the Iriiperial arbitrators appoiintpd under the
Washington Treaty for the purpese ot deciiiing the Ssin juan houuîdry
dispute. The termis et thjat ratarenca required the arbitraterm te declare
which oe ef two disputed channeis formad the historie boundary. To
this they tound theunscîves iimited, aithougb the resuit, ef the evideuce
was te show thuat a third, anr uiimeurtioned chaunel, net knowu te thre drafts-
men et the treaty, alona tu'uly fulfilled the description. It is te ba hopad,
therefere, that wîen ir fluIrish natioîîaJ contarence avantuaily takas Place
if wiil ha a full arid tree centerence. Deb-fgates shîould nef be sent O it
bampered with " mandates " or "instructions." if oughit te o easuîned
that the assembiy weuid ha wiser than ifs conveners. The meetinay ef thataasembiy, which the Principal par~ties have ail but promised, ouli eoîlooked torward te with widespread intares. Ifs success mnust neot oflJ
givo peace te Irelaud, but nîay enure te the benefit et tire EiglishsPC5î<îîîg
world. Ought nef flhe Press te iend the vast terce et its moral (-rlcOUrag
ruent toward8 îasteing the consummation? .A.* HOWLAND.

* oudree raer hehppntehve copies of the beok te pa.-e- 80-81.
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