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would, and withdrew.

When he proposed to his mother
to dispatch this message to Chari-
cles, she hesitated much. Agatha
was better, he found her in com-
paratively good spirits. It would
do to send for the doctor mnext
day. An urgent summons conveyed
at night to the palace or residence
of the Caesar, where Charicles
would of necessity be, would cause
Tiberius to enquire into the matter.
and would again draw his atten-;
tion, and draw it still mote per-
sistently to them. He had already
intimated that he would order his:
physician to attend Agatha. They
did not desire to establish very
close relations with the man in
biack priple.

It is wonderfuii even how
very intimation from Tiberius kad:
diminished both mother’s and
daughter's anxiety to consult the.
celebrated practitioner, to whose |
advice and assistance they had'’
previously looked forward. There
were parties in the court and.
cables in the political world; and
among them, as it happened, was
the Greek faction, at the head of
which his ill-wishers alleged Ger-
manicus to be. Graeculus, or|
Greek coxcomb, was one of the'
names flung at him by his enemies.
What the Scotch and subsequently
the Irish interest may have been at,
various times in modern England,
that the Greek interest was then
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have learned for certain that Ti-
berius hates Germanicus, whom he
regards as his rival; and that
whosoever is patronized by Ger-
manicus, him Tiberius would glad-
1y destroy. Behold us in a short
while the clients and retainers qf
this same Germamicus, and let Ti-
berius then remember that his own
‘physician has been, and continues
to be, intimate and confidential
with . this brood of the Germanicus
faction. Would mot Charicles ‘be
damaged, perhaps endangered? But,
if we wait until the Caesar him-
self sends us the doctor, as he said
he would, we may then gain by it
and our friend not lose.”
«Mother, you are indeed Greek,”
said Paulus, laughing; *and as

' directed his attention to a:bust, or

' opposite to us.

ST
But were we now to show the Cae-; pina; ‘‘and, as

had left you below-stairs, near the ' you won't be -able to count one,!

cistern.”

“Found me?” said Paulus.

“Yes,” added his mother, “found
you concealed in this room by Ti-
berius.”

“Concealed by Tiberius?”’

«I will not leave vou in suspense
and longer,” said the young girl,
laughing. “Look here.” and she led
him to a table behind the bench on
which she had been sitting, and

rather a head of Tiberius, modelled
or moulded in some sort of pot-
tery.

«That,” said she, “when I first
sat down stood upon yonder table
I recognized the
face of the man who had spoken
to me under the chestnut-trees,
just before you assisted me back to
the carriage. I abhor the wicked
countenance, and not choosing to
let it stare at me like a dream
where it was, I rose and went to

i

remove it to the stand where you,
now see it behigd my bench. Well,
only think! I took it, so, with my’
hands, one under each ear, and |
lifted it, when lo! it came away,
and left your own dear face look-
ing at us thus!” 4

As she spoke she lifted the terra
cotta face, and beneath it a much

smaller and more elegant piece of

"sculpture in white ,marble was dis-
‘closed presenting the lineaments

and image of Paulus himsell. He
started and then his sister replaced
the mask of Tiberius with a laugh.

ed, and Crispina entered to ask
whether jthe letter for the physick
an was ready. Theyv told her they
had changed their minds and
would not, at least that might,
send any letter, Agatha felt and
looked so much better. )

«“Then I will at once order vour
supper fo be brought,” said Cris-
you are evidently
people of distinction, would you
like music while the meats are

carved?” .
«Certainly not,” said the Greek

lady. )
“Not a carver, neither, mother,”’
interposed Agatha; and, turning to

trouble you.
or west wing of the house, far

away from all the noise of our
customers, who are soimetimes, I
confess sufficiently uproarious. But
Crispus is not afraid of them.
When tomorrow’s sun Tises you
will be glad to find what a beauti-
ful country extends beneath your
windows, even to the waters of the
Tytrrhenian Sea. You will behold,
first a garden and beehive; beyond
these are orchards; beyond them
fields of husbandry and pleasant
pasture lands, with not a human
figure to be seen except knots and
dots - of work-people, 4 few shep-
herds, and perhaps angler
amusing himself on the banks of
the Ldris in the distance.”

You are in the rear|

two, three,—but just one—and|
presto! there’s tomorrow morningf.
for you!” l
Agatha declared that this was|
very nice; and that supper would '
be mnice; and that everything was|
comfortable; the rooms particular-]
ly so. :
“Then a delicate little supper
shall be got ready at once,” said
Crispina. “I'll call my brisk Be-,
nigha to help me.” :
Before quitting the room, how-
ever, the landlady, whose glance
had rested chiefly upon Paulus dur-,
ing the conversation, threw up her:
hands a little way. She then com-
pbsed herself, and, addressing Ag-,
lais, asked, ]
“What names, lady, shall I put
down in my ‘book?"
“T will tell you. when you re-
turn,” replied Aglais; and the land-
lady retired.

!
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CHAPTER VIIL

“Let us show her the marble like-
ness,” suggested Pauius, in an
eager whisper, with the ait of a
child devising mischief. :

While- they were discussing this
topic, a gentle knock was heard at
the door, and then a very pretty
girl of about fifteen, with an open,
sweet countenance, and a remark-
ably modest, cheerful bearing, pre-
sented herself, with a sort of tray

Latin, but by no means with so
good an accent as her mother’s.
“Yow seeth like your name; you
seem to be Benigna.”

The girl looked at the child with
4 sweet, grateful smile, and im-
mediately proceeded to prepare a
table and three covers for supper.

«Do . you. know Greek?'’, asked
Aglais. |
.+ wNo, lady,” replied the daughter.
of the house. My father is quite
a scholar; he was one of the secre-
tary slaves in the great house be-
fore he got his freedom, and my
mother = has learned much from
him; but I have been brought up

The girl paused in her operations
and exclaimed,

I thought Latin came naturally
to one, like rain, and that it was
Greek which had to be worked out
and made, just as wine is.”

The landlady, carrying various
articles, entered, as her Jlaughter
uttered this valuable observation,
and . she joined heartily in the
laugh with which it Wwas preeted.
Benigna gazed round for a moment
in amazement, -and then resumed
her work, laughing through sym-
pathy, but very red from. the fore-
head to the dimples round her
pretty mouth.

The supper soon

table was
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