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Ttems of Interest

¥ HE Builders Exchange of Toronto are now luxur-
iously housed in their new quarters in the late
addition to the Sous of England Temple on Berti street.
near the corner of Richmond strect. the formal opening
of which took place December 9 last.

. %x %

ENGL[SH capitalists are making exhaustive experi-

ments in Sweden, in an endeavor to make paper
from peat. The paper thus produced would of course
only be of the coarse wrapping-paper varicty, but it
should considerably relieve the demand for wood pulp. If
this can be accomplished satisfactorily the large peat
deposits in Canada could be utilized to advantage for this
purpose.

* k X

GYROSCOPE for steadying ships was given a pub-

lic test last month off the river Tyne on the “See-
har” formerly a first-class German torpedo hoat. meas-
uring 116 ft. in length, 11.7 ft. beam. with a displacement
of 56.2 tons. The apparatus consists of a heavy Ry-wheet
rotating about an axis, and carried by a frame which can
oscillate about a horizontal axis. the oscillating motion of
the frame being checked by brakes. The wheel is one
meter in diameter, weighs 1.106 1b.“and makes 1.600 r.p.m.
It is steam driven. The periphery is provided with
l})la(le and works like a turbine, the wheel being-enclosed
M a casing. In the tests with the gyroscope out of action
the roll was about 14 deg.. according to The Engineer.
London, while the hoat was kept steady with the machine
actmg

WO scholarships in McGill University, Montreal, will

be given by the Canadian Pacific Railway to those

employees or sons of employees who stand highest in ent-

rance examinations uext year. There are three students
now holding such scholarships.

* L .

OLLOWING are the newly elected officers of the

Manitoba Association of Architects; Presidei, Mr. S,
I-looper. first vice-president, Mr. J. Greenfield; second
vice-president, Mr. J. Chisholm: secretary, Mr. W. P.
Over; treasurer, Mr. L. T. Breston; directors, Messes. |.
D. Atcheson, Wm. Fingland, S. F. Peters, V. W. Hor-
wood and H. Matthews.
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HE Hutchinsun-MacGlashen Company is the name
of a new firm of architects lately formed in Regina
to take over the business of G. E. Hutchinson, who has

been practicing at this place for the past three years.
Mr. MacGlashen comes from Boston, Mass., although
he has been practising his profession during the past few
years at Watertown, South Dakota. The offices of the

new ﬁrm will be in the Masonic block.

* * &
©ANADIAN manufacturers of furnaces for residen-
tial heating. who are interested in foreign mark-
cts w'll find a valuable hint in the report of an American
Consul in China who states that there would probably be
an excellent opportunity for the introduction of American
furnaces for houscheating in that country, cspecially the
northern ports. He states that he has alreadv received
inquiries regarding the cost of installing a hot-air furnace
in a large house of 20 rooms. The consul also names
the principal importers of stoves in Shanghai. He adds
that catalogues of furnaces and stoves with lowest whole-
sale export prices and discounts, probable freight rates.
cte., should be sent to him.
x % &
HE Minister of Education for the province of Ou-
tario, Hon. Dr. Pyne, states that the government
will do nothing this session for the improvement- of the
system of technical education in the province because of
the fact that the scheme will not he formulated in time
for presentation. He believes, however, that the Federal
authorities should aid tle province in their efforts to pro-
vide technicat training schools for their people. The Do-
minion, he argues, creates a tariff which excludes the
manufacture of other countries. Tt should. therefore, pro-
vide facilities for their production in the Dominion. The
question of technical education is an important one and
a rapidly growing country such as Canada cannot treat it
with indifference.

* * %
HE report of the Royal Commission appointed to in-
vestigate the “Quebec Bridge Disaster” is awaited
with much interest by the entire engincering world. The
contradictory nature of the evidence given hefore the com-
mission makes its task a difficult one. We reviewed the
evidence given by Chief Engineer Cooper at New York.
in the November issuc of CoxsTteuctION. In their evi-
dence given later the officials of the Phoenix Bridge Co.
flatly contradicted many of Mr. Cooper’s most important
statements. This cvidence was most interesting not only
because it placed a large portion of the blame on the chief
engineer, but because it agreed with the evidence of Mr,
Cooper in showing that the whole affair from beginning
to end was loosely conducted, and that the Quebec Bridge
Co.. the government and its officials came in for a large
portion of the hlame for the catastrophe. The Commis-
sion promises to place the responsibility for the disas-
ter, and it is to be hoped that in their report the commis-
sioners will not sparc cither the government nor its offi-
cials from any portion of their responsibility for this great
national calamity.



