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woirk. If they are not thoroughly
capable there are plenty of others
who are, or we have been misin-
formed as to the efficiency of the
Royal Military College at Kingston.

The rifle shooting season appears
to be fully opened inall partsof the
country, and satisfactory reports of
good shooting are being daily re-
ceived from all corners of this broad
Dominion. If the pace sct at the
start of the season is kept up we
should see the best shooting at the
D. R. A. meeting that has ever been
seen at Ottawa. We wish that more
attention were paid to shooting un-
der service conditions, minus the
return firing from the target, of
course.

Route marching is anotherbranch
of military work that might well be
taken up. It would interest the
men and be of great practical value.
One of the obvious advantages
would be the practical knowledge
the militiamen would acquire of the
necessity of being properly shod.
As it is one average city militiabat-
talion is very faultily shod. T'he or-
dinary pavement boot is bhut a poor
foot covering for even a moderately
long walk on country roads.

The Dritish militia is to be sup-
plicd with proper full dress head-
dress by the government.  The lead
might well be followed in Canada.
We belicve that a proper represen-
tation of the fact would convinee
the Minister of Militia that it is a
picee of sheer meanness to make the
city corps buy their own Dbusbics
and helimets.  As to the country
corps they could do much more
work in camp were they provided
with helmets.

We shou'd like to hear the siew
Minister's intention with regard to
the re-armament and re-cquipment
of the militia.  T'he Minister must
kuew that the foree is armed with
anantiquated and diseredited rifle,
and it is 1o be hoped that hie will be
fmpressed with the fact that no bat-
talion in the econatry has the equip-
ment for the men to carry their
necessaries and ammunition in,

Reading a decision as to the new
rifle, what has beconme of all the
government Martini-Henrys which
were sent over to Isngland for con-
version? While of an enquiring
turn of mind, is sufficient attention

being paid to the question of pro-
viding suitable ranges for long range
rifles ?

An editorial in the United Service
(razefle on the range question hasa
double interest for us owing to a
reference therein to the Martini-
Metford. 'T'he paragraphs in ques-
tion read :

‘' Provision of better range accounmo-
dation, there is an increasing couviction,
has hecome a most acute question. Loud
as have been the complaints from time
to time uttered, very little progress has
been comparatively 1wade, though of
course it is admitted that something has
been done. The importance of the Vo-
lunteers being arued with a weapon that
will carry the same ammuusition and have
the same range as the one that 1s used by
the Regular Army is fully recognised,
and, therefore, greatly welcomed is the
proposal to arm the former force with a
new rifle by the conversion of the pre-
sent rifle into a Martini-Metford by the
substitution of the Metford barrel for the
present Henry barrel.  The unqualifi:d
satisfaction that would otherwise be felt
at the intended change is greatly dis-
counted by the certainty perceived that
long-range rifles cannot be safely used on
short rifle ranges, and that therefore the
many latter which exist throughout the
country will have perforce to be closed.
Provision, wherever really required, of
an adequate and safe range, both for the
Regular and Reserve Forces, is regarded
as an absolute and pressing necessity for
proper musketry training. What it is
asked, wonld be the use of troops, how-
ever well they might manceuvre, if, when
they camein face of the enemy, they by
their fire counld inflict upon him but little
loss 2’

The same magazine has evidently
hope of the CaxNanIAN MiIrrrary
Gazurrr’s militia reform campaign
having some cffect for it says :

‘' I'rom recent iudications it is really
hoped that there is a fuir chance of the
Canadian Militia beiag re-armed and re-
equipped with the best rifle, the best field
guns, and the best equipuient obtain.ible,
For years the Canadian Militia hwve, it
is considered, been scurvily trealed by
the Government, and portions of tie
Cana ltan Press have mot bezn slov to
keep the public iuformed of the fact, huat
without much result.  Iatterly, however,
the Canadian Military (rzette has taken
the lead in 2 more systematic and per-
sistent campaign, and, it is trusted, with
some  good cffect. Very pertinent is
theught to be the (uestion raised as to
what kind of a defeusible position Can-
ada would have found herself m if the re-
cent small Anglo French war clowd had
developedinto actual hostilities. Thought-
Gl Canadians, itis noted, are beginning
to adinit that Canada is rather too in-
clined to cely on the strong arm which is
behind the Dominion and her sister
Colonics.

Nonc too soon, itis julged, is it forthe
improvement of the Canadian Militia to

be taken in hand, secing that the Cana-
dian Military Gezette roundly asserts
that netther ia1 orsauization or cqnip-
ment has it advanced since 1883, the year
of the outbreak of the Narth-West rebel-
lion. Then the men and ofiicers were
ready ; they alwaysare aud always will
be ; but the jrurnal in question declares
that they were as badly armed as any
Chinese levies, as faultily equipped, and
without any Transport, Iospital Scrvice,
or Conunissariat  Someregiments called
out had not a single uniform issued.
There was not one properly shod or pro-
perly clothed eorps sent to the front.

Tha2 amnunition, it is ass:rted, wis
bad, and the accontrements so rotten that
most of the rouuds, and nearly all of the
equipment, that the men should have
carried hiad to he transported in wag-
gous. Wlhen the ferce returned to Win-
nipey, after five months’ campaign, the
uniforms were a combination of rags and
sackcloth patches. The Japanese army
in China has never faced a more dis-
gracefully equipped force. Such strong
language as this, it is thouglt, could
hardly have been used, even allowing
for a littie possible journalistic exagger
ation, without there was sonle consuler-
able justification.

We beg to assure our csteemed
contemporary tnat it nced not make
ceven a little allowance for exagger-
ation in connection with the Mir-
TARY GazETTE'S articles on the
state of militia.  Interest in the
service with a bit of Canadian pride
perhaps rather prevents us from
making things (uite as bad as they
are. General Sir Fred Middleton
or anybody clse who was in the
North-West will substantiate every
word we have printed about the
wretched condition of the equip-
ment of the North-West Field Force.
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Riflemen as Soldiers.

Colonel E. C. Farrington, spector
zeneral of rifle practice of Maine, recent-
ly addressed the commissioned officers of
the Second Regiment of Infantry of his
state. The subject of his address was
marksmanship ; and, in the course of his
reinarks, he very vividly showed the sup-
erionity of riflemen as soldgiers.  Of this
he says : —

“ When the Guard caime irto camp last
summer, 1 was standing on Water street,
and one of the best duilled conpanies in
the Guard started toward the grounds,
and while I was admiring the splendid
marching of the fist three sets of fours, 1
saw the snarpshooters’ and marksmen’s
badges glistening in the sunlight as they
proudly moved on, when a youny ‘lkad’
on the si-lewalk sang out, * See the feliers
in the rear ' [ looked down the ling,
and marching out of step and time cume
a dozen or more soldiers, not a marks-
man’s buiton shiming, rifles askew, strag-
ghing on behind, | ofelt hurt, Such o
splendid exbhibition of mihtary diseipline
marred by the inelficiency of a few men.”

The foregoing remarks is additional
testimony that gnod riflemen are the best
soldiers.—Army and Navy Journal, N.S.



