THE CANADIAN

MILI'TIA GAZET

The Popular Organ of the Active Force of the Dominion.

“voL. VII, No.s.
Price Five Cents.

OTTAWA, JANUARY 28th, 18¢2.

F1.50 in acva ce.

THE MINISTER OF MILITIA.

The militia force have good reason to
be pleased with the
Cabinet changes. It having been for a
long time past generally understood that
Sir Adolphe Caron was likely to accept

the outcome of

the honourable post of Licutenant-Gov-
ernor of Quebee, there has been no Intle
anxicty felt as to who might be the new
head of the Department of Militia and
Detence. 'I'be choice has now tallen upen
Licut -Col. the Hon. M.uckenzie Bowd,
a gentleman second to none of his col-
leagues in executive ability and experience,
and possessing a most enviable record as
a public man absolutely without reproach.
When Sir | obn Macdonald returned to
power in 1878, he chose Mr. Bowell as
his Minister of Customs, and this very
trying department has since been con-
tinuously under the same able head, who
has by this long scrvice beecome the senior
member of the  Administration.  Col.
Boweil is 68 years old, and the change he
has just made in entering upon the less
onerous task of adninistering the Militia
Depatment should afford him the relaxa-
von demanded by his advancing years.
That he may long be spared to enjoy his
new command w:l we are sure be the
unanimous wish of the Canadian cit zen
soldiery and citizens generatly.
own  part

FFor our
th.t Col.
Bowell’s progressive and ag:ressive quali
ties cannot fail to result in material bene
fit to the force, if the members themsclves

we are confide .t

show an interest justifying special exertion
in their behalt.

A glance at the military record of the
rew  Minister will be timely and interest-
ing.  As long ago as 1864, while he was
an ensign in the Belleville Rifles, now No.
1 Company of the 49th Battaiion, Mr.
Bowell saw service on the United States
fronticr. That was during the American
war, and among  the thirty  companics
detailed for duty was the one to which he
belonged, commanded by Captain Brown,
afterwards member of Parliament for that

district.  In the Milivia General Orders of
December 231d, 1804, the service is thus
outhined : “In calling out for active
service this portion of the voluntecr foree,
the Commander in-Chief desires to ex-
press the gratification he has experienced
at the numerous offers of service he has
received from the Volunteer companies all
over the provinee, as soon as it hecame
known that men were required for prmaa
entduty.” The order further savs he com-
panies were embodied “with the objoer ot
arding the civil power inits clionts to preve €
aggression on the tentories of a fricndly
State on the part of purso s enjoying the
right of asylum in Her Alajesty’s domin-
ions, and to preserve, as regards Canada,
that complete neutrality  with respect to
the war now ex’sting in the United States
which Her Majes'y has enjoined on all
her subjcts”  Tne duty of all officers
commanding  detachments, was also **to
take special care that tise territorial rights
of the Government ot the United St.tes
shall be carefuly respected.”  For tour
months  Linsign Bowell, who had been
appointed  March '.uh, 1858, served with
his company at Amherstburg, On the
2nd of June, 1863, he retired temporarily,
on the 22nd of Febroary, 1867, “Then,
after a twther service of five years he was
brevetted Licuterant Colondl, and on the
3thoof March, 1874, rctired retaining
that rank.

Sir Adolphe Caron, upon retiring from
the Mdita Department after cleven yeary’
service, has taken up the even more im-
portant portfolio of Postmaster-General,
and while he remains a member of the
Govermment the foree ecan coeunt upon
hm as a good fricnd and fatnmitul ally,
The period during which he has had
charge of the Militia Department has heen
a very critical one ~the most eriical, its
to be hopued, through which the Depart-
ment may be called upon to pass The
North West rebellion demonstrated the

importance of the force ina manner which

. ) ) 7Y s, on the 16th of March.
hut was appointed Major of the Bantalion i

has resulted in additional attention to the
{ roblem of sccuiing the greatest possible
cibcieney, and one result has been the
further development of the school system
and the establishment of a Canadian
ammunition factory which has become a
very important adjunct.  ‘The encourage-
mert ex ended 0 the league and rifle
associations generally has helped to make
the best use of the product ot that factary.
Continuous agitation  feebl -, it is true—
of the subject of annual diills has brought
th's requisite so near as almost to be
real zed; and improveme:ts in o several
respects have been looked for as the out-
cone of the critical inspection of the
condition of the militia mde by General
Herbert, I the concessions desired are
at all obtainable, they may be looked for
as @ bappy inauguwation of the new
Minister’s term of oflice.
—_—————

NCTE AND COMIWENT.

Parliament having been called to meet
on the 25th February, the annuil meeting
ot the Dominton Rifle Asshciation will, in
accordance with the constitution, be held
on the third Wednesday following, that
The business
is usually of a
administration

transacted at this meeting
purcly formal nature, the

- of the affuirs of the Association being left

ntirely in the hands of the Council —
clected half at this meeting and half by
the Provincial associations---and  of the
Exceutive  Committee, clected by the
The command of the Bisley
team will no doubt be disposed of by
being vested as usual in the hands of the
Chairman of Council. Tt is to be hoped
that his choice will be an officer

Counail.

who
cither by personal compenition and interest
or 'y the encouragement of shooting in
his corps, has shown himself deserving of

the honour.
#* * *

An expression of opinion on the subject
of revolver shooting would be timely at this
meeting, for the new regulations adopted



