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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

We would again cail the attention of such ol owr
subsocibers, as are in arrears—and we are sorry to
say that the number is much too large—to the no-
cessity that exists for a prompt settlement of their
aceounts. It is bard te be compelled toask, so often,
and often so ineffectually, (or one’s own.  Fromsome
of our friends we have not heard for upwards of a
year: from others, for nearly two ; and the incon-
venience we are put to in consequence of these de-
faulters is very considerable.  The amounts, indivi-
dually, are but very triflling ; their payment would en-
tail no hardship on our subscribers, and would at the
present moment prove of the most malerial service
to us. We do trust that this appeal to the juslice
of our indebted subseribers will induce them at once,
to forward the amounts due, either to this oflice, or
Lo the agents of their vespective districts: and that
-we shall not again be compelled to complain of their !
dilatoriness in paying the printer.

PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS GRACE THE
ARCHBISHOP OF QUEBEC,

PW¥SCRIBING PUBLIC PRAYERS FOR THE PURPOSK OF
DRAWING DOWN THE BLESSINGS OF HEAVEN ON TIIE
ALLIED ARMIES OF FRANCE AND ENCGLAND.

Peter Flavianus Turgeon, by the Mercy of God and the
Grace of the Holy Apostolic See, Archbishop of Que-
bec, §¢.

To the Secular and Regular Clergy, and to all the Faithfut in

our Diocese, Crrecting and Benediction in the Lord.

For a long time past, Deaily Beloved Brethren,
alarms and rnmors of war have been resovuding, oc-
cusioning deep and general feelings of anxiely and
disquiet, not only throughout the old world, buat even
here, on this continent. 'The Emperor of Russia, fol-
lowing up his hitherto unchecked career of invasion
und aggrandizement, seemed at length to have detér-
mined on marching his armed legions against a neigh-
hering power, whose fair and fertile provinces he co-
veted. And truly, the Czar, when once master of Con-
stautinople, and settled in the heart of the Turkish
Empire, would then see the whole Eastern world pros-
trate at his feet; he would then be enabled ta carry
oot Liis long cherished project of uprooting the Catho-
lic religion in thal part of the world, and of sefting np
in its slead the miserable schism of the Greek Chareh.
e would tllen meet with no obstacle in the way of
snulting vy to Catholics all access to those time-honor-
ed and hallowed spots, which, above all others, they
revere—the sacred grotto of Bethlehem and the holy
~epulehre, where, alter the sacrifice of Calvary, re-
posed the body of onr blessed Saviour, And itis es-
pecinlly a remarkable fact, that the question of the
lisly Places has [urnished this prince with a pretext
for waging an unjust war against Turkey, whose sole
oflence and crime, in his eyes, is the positive refusal
to despoil countries united with the Roman See, of

- vested rights and privileges consecraled by the faith
of treaties and by long possession.

The long-threatening storm has at length burst aver
‘Furkey. ‘Yhe Russian troops in serried ranks and for-
uidable array adrance to invade the Ottoman Empire.
Turkey, unable alone (o resist the overwhelming forces
marshalled against her empire, appeals to the honor
of France and England. These two powers have no-
bly responded to the voice of the oppressed, and, even
now, their combined armies and {leets advauce to-the
rescae of their ally. The shock amd eonfliet between
tiie contending parties must be fierce and appalling.
On the one side, stands the huge colossus of the North,
who for years has been garering up his resources,
training and disciplining his barbatous hordes, in-
ereaging his mililary stores and martial appliances,
with the view of seizing on the proper time and fu-
verable oppertunity for ernshing wader his iron  heel
the Turkish Jimpive, as lie buttoo well sueceeded in
orushing Catholic Poland.  On the other side are two
nations who lead the way in the peaceful march of
eivilization, and whose martial exploits on flood and
field have proved that they have never quailed uar
given ground in presence of their most formidable op-
Jonetits. ’

Ve cannot be indiflerent, Dearly Beloved Prethren,
to the issue of this war, which will be decisive of the
futnez lot of Eunrope, and to its high importance on the
iuterests and prosperity of the Christian Chureh.

As subjects of the British Empire, Joyally ealis on
us lo ofler up our fervent prayers that suceess and vic-
tory may crown the armies of our Sovereion.  Asde-
szendants of the sons of Franee, the sympathies grow-
ing outof a common otigin, of a conformity iu reli-
wion and language, musl engage our warmest wizhes
that the country of vur forefathers” may téiiumph over

external enemies, as it has already triomphed over.

the enem.es of order i its own bosom. ow could
wa fail to eall victory down on the flag whieh so oflen
ghuided our forefathers on the ield of honor ?

~ But'it is as Catholigs especially that we are to de-
sig, for the combined armigs, victory o¥er a monarch,
whe, in his State, has oppressed Catholiciam, ha
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exiled and persecuted the ministers of the Lord,: has |

scouraay and starved humble Nuus, for no other al-
leged crime than their ungwerviug fidelity o the See
of lhe Prince of the Apostles.. Il the Emperor of Rus-

|sia suceeed in his plans and: projects of couquest, if.

he could but impose on the Ottorman Empire the same

{iron despotism under which his subjecis groan, then

would the Catholic. religion in the ¥ast, and particn-
larly in the Holy Land, he subjected to the same in-
dignities and  vexations, by whiclh she has been

the whole Moscovile Empire. It is then the cause of
the Chuich which has been confided to the armies of
Trance and England ;. and therr snceess, while defend-
ing Turkey against an unjust aggression on the part
of her enemy, will at the same lime secure to the
Churel: the two-lold advantage of diminishing schis-
matical influence in the Easl, and of establishing Ca-
tholicism on 2 more fuvorable and independent footing.

But our desires and sympathies wouk! be of no avail,
did they not engage us lo raise up our eyes towards
the Lord of Hosts, for the purpose of obtaining His
protecting influence over our bretliren exposed to the

assailed during the last twenly-five years, throughout |

he, and the Gazetle, on the question of the ¢ Clergy
‘Reserves? are ong.. Such a.strange union . must
needs make us doubt.of- the sincerity, either of the
DMinerve’s Popery,-orof the Gazetle’s Protestant-
. The Minerve however strongly denies that the
Gazetie advocates “secularisation 3 and sneers at
our want'of knowledge as to the state of political par-
ties, in inakiqg suclt an assertion. ~ ;
“ The Gazelle,?”” saysour cotemporary, ¢ o the con-
trary is, like the True Hitness, apposed to the ¢ secu-
larisation”” of the Reserves ; so much so, that he threa-
1eus destruction to-all Cathelic -property if that mea-
sure be adopted.?’—Minerve, Tuesday. .
_The question at issue is thus reduced to one of sipn-
ple fast. . Does the Guseite advocate  secularisu-
tion® 2¢ith the Minarve ; or oppose ittith the TRUE

anende honorable to our.cotemporary; but if the
former, he must submit either to have the reproach of

liagards of war, and of drawing down His mercy on
the Christian world.

When uow the clangor of arms resounds on every
side, in spite of all human eflorts, ditected tewards
the preservation of a peace which has lasted nigh
forty yeais: when an invisible power urges the na-
tious of the earth to the fields of war, convulsed and
shaken to its centre by the warkings of revolution and
infidelity, it is impossible to shut our eyes on the light,
and not to descry the dispensations of Providence,
who silently orders the causes of great events, and
who, from pole Lo pole, lays on mankind the impress
of His Omnipotence, and so shapes their actions as to
compel them to work out the hidden designs of His
wisdom. She reachelh therefore from end lo end
mighlily, and ordereth afl thing sweelly (IFisd. 8. 1).

However while hombly adoring the admirable wis-
dom af the Most High, who disposes the course of hu-
maun events for His greater glory, while aflectionately
kissing the hand of a merciful Father who threatens
to chastise the would by the terrible scourge of war,
we are not forbidden to move Him 1o clemency by
homble and fervent prayers, nor to implore of Him
that the perfidions designs of an ambitious despot may
be averthrown.

Penetrated with sentiments of the liveliest confi-
dence in His merey, D. B. B., we shall suppliantly

- beg of Him, that He- will dispdtse the lowering clouds

of calamity hovering over us, that He will preserve
the fielil ot the father of the family from the cruel in-
roads of the enemy, that He will check the rathless
attemnpts of a haughty power, which threatens the li-
berties of the Chinrch and the peace of Christendom.
We will conjure Him te spaie and preserve the com-
bined armies of our gracions Sovereign and of her
allies now going forth to combat in Lelalf of justice,
to grant them a'speedy and thorongh victory, to the
end that nnder renewed peace and serenily, our hearts
being entirely subject to His Divine will, we alloge-
ther may be enabled to praise, love and gratefuily
bless His infinite mercies. Ul &l corda nostra mandu-
tis fuis dedita, el hostivm sublalé formidine, tempora
sint tug prolectione {ranguitle (Oratio pro pace).

Wherefore, having called ou the holy name of Gol,
we have preseribed aud hereby do preseribe what fol-
lows :—

1. From the day of the publication of the preseut
Pastoral Letler up to the last Sunday in July iucla-

the close of the Moruing Service, five Paters and five
Aues are to be oftered up in all our parochial, conven-
tual and non-pareehial churches where public service
is performed, 10 implore the protection of heaven in
behall of the allied forces of England aud France en-
gaged in war ugainst Russia.

2. In the mean time every priest will add to the
usnal prayers at daily Mass, \he prayer Pro femporc
belli, in conlormity with the Rubtics of the Missal.
3. At all the benedictionsof the Blessed Sacrament,
on the above-mentioned days, at the conelasion of the
afternoon office, the anihem, verse and prayer FPro
pace, are to be sung.

This onr preseut Pastoral Letter is to be real and
published al the Prone of the parochial masses in ufl
the churehes of this dincese, and in chapler in all coa-
ventual linuses, the first Sunday wfter its recepticn.

Given at Qnebec, under our hand and seal, and the
counlersignature of our Seerelary, this eleventh day of
May, Oue Thousand Light Hondred and Fifiy-four.

t P. F., Arcnsisnor or Quesrc.
(By order of lis Giace),
Epxoxp Laxceviy, Prst., Sec.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The intelligence from the seat of war is vague and
unsatisfactory. By the Atlantie, the veport of the
bombardment of Odessa is confirnied ; but, at the same
time, it would appear that the Allied Squadron wmet
there with something very like a repulse, as an attempt
to discmbark a body of 1,800 men is stated {o have
failed. The City of Udcssa has, if these accounts
may be relied upon, been set on fire, and its delepces
totally destroyed. I'rom the Ballic Fleet, under Sir
Charles Napier, we have no tidings whatsoever.

On the Danube the state of aflairs remains un-
changed 5 Omar Pacha still holds his ground, hut wil}
be sorely pressed i the Allies do not push on to his
lassistance. The Russians have commenced the siege
lof Silistria, which was gallandy defended. "The as-
i snult was looked for about the Ist of May ; the Llus-

sians, it is said, will be uble to bring 30,000 men to
the attack. :

Domestic news is uninteresting.
strike is said to be at an end.
is quiet. '

The TPreston
On the Continent all
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THE FMINERVE AND THE MONTREAL
: GAZETTE.

The Dlinerve feels sore at beinz clussed with the
DMonlreal G'a::r:ltg; the Orange Lily, the Montreul
Witness, and the Glote, and al being represented
as advocating a- common policy with these noterious
enemies of its religion and ils nationality ; but it is
nevertheless true. i spite of onr Canadian cotempo-
rary’s indignant disclaimer:  Ile may be ashamed to
be scen marching through Coventry with such a rag-
ged, sorey looking sct of knavesy bul it is nore the
less true that he forms owe of thir band; and that

)

sively, on each Sunday and Holiday of oblization, at |

ignorance retorted on himself, or else to the charge
iof designing to dupe and mislead his readers, who
"have not aceess to the columns of the Glazette. The
| shortest way of deciding this question—which is only
{ so far important as it affects the respective credibility
of the Minerve and the Trur WiTNEss—will be
to summon the Gpzeite into Cowrt,and there let him
speak for himsell.

On the 11th of Augast last, treating of this ¢ se-
cularisation,” the Gazetie spoke as follows :—

“ A firm adherence by Lower Canada leaders to the
system of religions endowments, and their relusal to
vote for the secularisation of the Clergy Reserves,
wight have rellied to their side a sufficieut Conserva-
tive party to have stayed, or stemmed the tide of the
ultra-Protestanl, and no-church-endowment party of
Upper Canada.  Their recent public declarations upon
this point have put anend toall dependence upon
their irmness; and Conservatives, as well as Rofor-
mers, will now follow Georze Brown, or any other
zealous Protestant leader, to take the first, second, or
third steps to destroy allthe legislative props by which
Romanism is sustained in the Bastern Proviuee.”’—
Monlreal Guzelle.

When it is remembered that the Gazette professes
Conservatisim, and-that the « Clergy Reserves” are
one of the *lugislative props by which Romanisin is
sustained,” the meaning of the above declaration ot
i the willingness of the Conservatives to follow the
lead of George Brown, or of any other zealous Pro-
lestant, is pretly clear, What follows is still more so.

On the 20th of the same month, we find the Ge-
zctte declaring t— .

“We have no hesitation in joining with any class
of our fellow-snbjects who advocate a thorough, totai,
and unconditional abrogation of all Clerical Corpora-
tions as they now exist, and the resumption of their
propenty by ihe people. So lur as the Pro-
westunt Clergy Reserves are coricerned, we have o
nesitution in saying thut they bave never been or any
material aid to the Church of England in Lower Ca-
nada 3 while in Upper Canada—the part which the
Bishop of Torento hus taken in the disposal of the al-
lowance to that church, has created such feelings of
regtet as to make the body totally indiflerent to their
secalatisation, When our Presbyterian friends
fsit down calimly and doolly to reflect upon their ovwn
pousition, and that of their fellow-subjects as citizens,
it will be for them to come to a’decision npon the mo-
mentous question, whether they will, for the sake of
a tritling pecuniary annuity, which they can by alittle
exertion raise amongst themselves, hold aloof from a
great movement which is to wrest the Protestant body
of the counntry from the state of disgracefn! serfdom
they are in to a domineering bievarchy ; or whether
they will join heart and hand, with those who can
ave no objects separale from them as subjeets or re-
ligionists.”

“Put the guestion of the Reserves being thrown
overboird, what else remains to hinder a mosl cordial,
hearty, and complete junction of the whole Protestant
eneray ol Cunada.™

“Now s e Tose?—1Ib.

Anl again on the 25th of the same month, the
Guzeite asserts:—

¢ It is necessary to reduece all sects to the same le-
vel, that is, the level of Volaptaryism, . We
contend against all endowmeunt of clergy, without re-
spect of creed.”?

Tn October, we find the Gazette murmuring at the
deluys of the Government, and insisting upon the
immedicte scttlement of the question.  And on the
25th, he returns to the charge with some severe ve-
marks upon  curs of the adugnistration,” who bark
only as their masters tell them. Butas these remarks
of the Gazette ave harsh we will not dwell vpon them.

On the 10th of last November, the Gazeite, who,
according to the well inforined and credible Minerve,
oppases ¥ seeularisation,” wrote as follows :—

¢ No man will rest satisfied until the blessing of
religions and civil freedom is secured, but thal can
only be by abolishing all religions corporations, and
the enfranchisement of all landed propeity from moin-
main.  The stale must resume all grants hitherto
made 10 religions Corporations, no malter to what ex-
tent, nor to what deuwomiuation.?”

¢ lsthiz robbery 2 Pshaw ! Evenif it were, what
is tite robbery of property to the awlual robbery ol life,
aind of fiberty, which the pride of property has brogaht
about #—J6id,

The Gazelte is a promising disciple of M. Proud-
hon it will be seen: he knows also how to berute
the ministry for theie delay in introducing the Bill
for ¢ secularisution,”

“They mock the constityencies; they mock ‘e
nopular willy and will do s, sc long as e people will
be blinded by their false.professions. Bankropt in
chararter as public men; eorrapt themselves and

no chance of continuance in otfice, unless their twice
forfeited word be again believed, and new pledges for
the settlement of these questions’—(Secularisation of
the Reserves)—¢be accepted by the constituencies as
sufiicient valie for their votes.””—Monlreal Gazelle,
JJec. 16, 1853. .

Surely these extracts—and we might muliiply
them indefinitely—are amply suficient to substantiate
our assertion that the Montren! Gasecte does, with

when out of office compel them to adopt a

Wirxess ? 1t the latter, we shall be ready to make,

corriptors of the peopletbey kuow that they have question ;

F.lhev.]Vszzervc, the:Globe, 1he Montreal TWitness 1)
-Cunadien of Quebec, and the Orange Lily. ad l
cate the “ Secularisation of the Cleﬁry Res
We do not pretend that the motives of this a
are the same, witli all these advocates of
~measure.  With the Guzette and, Globe the moliy.

are, hostility to. the endowients of the C1llnl"‘5
Chureh: they advocate « Secularisatjon” not' also-lc
ead, but.as the ineans to an eng 5 that end bejng 1:?
spoliation of Catliolic endowments, '] Lo

) The Mingp
and ‘lfxe Cuanadien advocate it as necessary t:l:hi:
stability of the present’ ministry ; “whose
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policy of which we are sure no sound hearte
scientious Catholics approve ; but to which ¢}
resign themselves as 10 an inevitable eyil.
age,” we would say to these men—«
evitable, to him who dare look it in the face aud
defy it.” Was it not said in the Irish Houes of
Commons, by Sir B. Roche—* that ke best wary 1y
avoid danger is to mees it, plump 1° ¥

'1‘!‘9' Canndicn,frhich kas the impertinence to pro-
fess itself a Catholic (!) jowrnal, is ivina insertio,
to a series of articles contending foT' llnuslug:;l tol :
ration of divorce. The writer objeets to the tog u:-
clusive opinions—* édeés trop ezclysives”—of th:
Jowrnal ds Quebec ; whe, with the Caiholje Ghun,mL
condemns divorce, as never, in any case, of under
any circurastances, perinissible. In support of kiy
objection, the Canadien relers the Journal to—
where does the reader think 7—not to the deaisign;
of the Catholic Chureh, but to the “ Repertoi, g,
Jurisprudenee ; as if a Catholic would evey conde-
scend to seek information upon the oblizations of 1y
Marriage Contract from any authority, save tha of
the Church. Marriage is of God, and its obligations
are determined by the Church alone; 1o whom alope
belongs, of right, the power of defining what cgp.
stitutes marriage ; and no seeular tribun
right to interfere therein :—

¢ S guis dizerit causas malrimoniales non *prclure
ad judices ecclesiusticos, Anutheme Sil.”* — Cone A
Trid. Sess. 24, Cun. xin ?

The Journal de Quelee hias therefore no aceasion
i .to;t'el'er to the “ Repertoire de Jurisprudence” (o ain
information as to the “immorulity of divorce andthe
indissolubility of marriage.” These points have been
for ever decided by the Charcli 5 no law of man can
detract from the value of that decision; and no Cy.
tholic would ever dare to hint that there could he
two opinions as to the ¢ immnorality” of the one, and
the « indissolubility™ of tlie other. ¢ One with one,
and for ever,” is the law of Good through Ilis Church ;
and he is aceursed—“ Anathema  Sit”—who pre-
sumes to question even the perpetual oblixation of
this law upon all baptised persons. The Canadien
is fond of appealing to Ecclesiastical anthorily ; we
recommend  him to seek information upon this point
from bis Bishop ; so will the readers of the Cang-
dien he spaved the disgust of again seeing its columps
defiled with apclogies for divorce, which is but ano-
ther name for legulised concubinage.

The writer is as unlacky.in his stalement of lar,
as in his theology. It is not as a Spiritual Court,
nor because of the admixture of any spiritual clement
therein, that the Imperial Parliament grants divorce
Bills. A Bill of divorce is not, in England, a « pi-
ritual judgiment,” but the very opposife—a lay july-
ment given in opposition to the thuories of the Spi-
ritual tribunals.  The Churel of England, to its cre-
dit be it said, recognises no such thing as divorne,—
For Adultery, its Courts will -give separation—g
mensa et Loro ; but profess therr incompetence to
loose, cc vincielo matrimondi. 1t is the Civil power,
and it alone, which takes wpon itselfy in violation of
the Laws of God, and to the scandal of riligion
and morality, fo put asunder whom God hath join-
ed together.  We may add thar no Bishop in the
1louse of Lords, cver votes for a Bill of divorce;
these Bills are passed solely by a select Committee
of #Law Lords.” Thus the assertion of the writer
in the Canadien, that a Bill of Divorce by Parlia-
ment, is, in any sart, a spirstwal judgment, is as
ridiculous, to every one acquainted with the constitu-
tional history of Itngland, as his impudent plea for the
legal toleration of divorce in Canada, is disgusting
to every honest Catholic.

v

al has qne

The Montreal Freeman. of Saturday last, aseures
us that the writer of the article upon whicli we ani-
madverted last week-—is an Irish Roman Catholic
gentleman, whose religious convictions are not, it is
true, ol yesterday, but lave possessed a real, sub-
stantial existence, so far as le.is concerned, fromall
time.” We are bound to take our colemporary’s
word [or the fict j and, remembering the antecedents
of Messrs. Keogh and Sadlier—Irishimen both, we
are sorry to say, and both calling themselves J:nhq-
lics—we can the more easily believe the I'reeman’s
assertion. At the same time, we pust be permitted
ito remark, that it would seemn that the said © Trish
i Roman Catholic gentleman® lias been so long a Ca-
I tholic, that he has pretly nearly forgotien his cate-
lehist ; and that it is not wonderful that the Tnve
Wirxess, whose ¢ veligions convietions™ are of # yes-
tevday,” should retain livelier impressions of the pre-
cepts of that useful, but alas! too often forgotien
book. . .

Itis open to the Freeman to dissent from the Taur
WirNess on the merits of the « Cleray Reserves”
we claim no infallibility for ourselves, and

|are ever ready to listen to the argumerits of others.

But what an @ Trish Roman "Catholic gentlemnn”—-
ne matter how ancient his * religious conviclions”—
has not the right to do, consistently with his profes-
sion of faith, is, to accuse the Trye Wirness, o
error, of laving taken a one-sided, anil unjust vied
of - the question—and of © shirking its merits™—b¢-

> L il L0 e
cause he viewed it from_a ¢ Catholic point of view,



