2

THE TRUE WITNESS AND ‘CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

T ———

e

precept only, but by circumstance, such as the civil
power, parental rule, social traditions, the weakness.
of childiiood, the limitatiens of knowledge, the need
of joint ction, and therefore of subordination. Pri-
vate judginent excludes the corresponding discipline
in the;spiritual sphere, and léavex rooni, ou thie largest

supposition, for 0" more than an implicit: faith in the
Bible'itself:” “Nowphrt from: the condideration that,

the same will which accepts the Bible rejects other
' gifts authenticated as divine by the same authority,
it must be remembered that a book, though divine,
i3 a book'still, and can discharge that office only in
the covenant of grace which God has assigned to it.
When questioned a book must answer with the voice
of the questioner himself. It cannot prevent him
from mistaking for a divine voice the echo of his own.
It cannot correct his misapprehensions, divine be-
tween the dross and the sterling metal in his interpre-
tations; abash his presumption, restrain his precipita-
tion, disclose the tenor of the whole before be has
mastered the parts, prevent him from selecting texts
according to the law of a false theory, and from dis-
tributing the subject-matter of inquiry by the me-
thod of an ‘erroneous tradition. It cannot prevent
him from finding in it what he brought to it, and
trampling under foot the truths or the admonitions he
most needs. It cannot enable him to distinguish be-
tween the Whritten Word and his own version of it,
between the “ mind of the Spirit” and his own mind ;
and therefore it cannot  authenticate his own convic-
tions, even when most firmly held, with that seal of

Divine teaching, through which alone they become

‘the subject of faith. U'he loss thus sustained is not
less than infinite. The strength of the chain is the
strength of its weakest link ; and a divine book, with
but a human interpreter, is not a Divine revelation.—
"The principle of private judgment thus iatercepts, by
the interposition of a fallible medium, the direct com-
wunication between God and the spiritual mind of
man.

Still more fatally does the same principle affect the
Will. If a country, without judges or rulers, pos-

“sessed laws, together with a vast lepal literature for
the interpretation of them, a literature submitted to
the private judgment of individuals, habits of loyalty
could never be trained, though every citizen became
as learned in the intricacies of the statute bock as
‘village attorneys are now. Throngh the instrumen-
tality, on the other haad, of the Church, the mind of
the Christian is made subject to a regenerate will,
and that again to the will of God unequivocally ex-
pressed through an interpreter, speaking * with autho-
rity.” Every fresh accession of knowledge is a {resh
"act of submission ; and, literally, ¢ every thought” is
thus « brought into the obedicnce of Christ.” The
faith thus generated is seasoned and vivified by all
the aftections of lhe regenerate heart, which are ad-
dressed by the Church as by a mother, and trained

" “for their proper functions—that of being the hand-
maids of faith. The apostle addresses his converts
as  my little children, of whom I travail again till
Christ be found within you.” Thus are now ad-
dressed. the children of her only who claims apostolie
aathority, and who does not fear to command them
in Clrisl’s name. A Dbook cannol thus address us,
por an institute, however venerable, if founded on
private judgment, or humnan authority, and one that
denounces as blasphemous the claims to inlallibility.
In the Church obedience rises to a sacramental dig-
nity, by being directed to God, through an external
Representative, His symbol, and His organ. Through
such obedience the spiritual insight of {aith is exer-
cised without danger of human or demaniacal delu-
sions. Through such authority the Church is able to
show love toward her children by imparting to them
salety and peace, not by discarding her own sacred
prerogatives, and surrendering to them seeming pri-
vileges, which are not hers to give. Therefore it is
that her children love her; and that those who have
ever loved her most, and most prized her authority,
are those recognized even beyond her pale as her
greatest saints—those who have had the deepest in-
sight into the ¢ glosions liberty> of the Gospel.

The rule of private judgment divests faith like-
wige of its vitality, and its power, by chilling the ar-
dor of strong minds. Tn such minds the freczing
sense of insecurity, produced by the impossibility of
discriminating between [aith and finaginative illusions,
“will reduce the religious senliment to a low and sot-
did tone, mistaken for the golden mean. Lnthusiasm
will, in such circumstances, commonly be the attri-

" bute only of the light and injudicious ; and as such it
- will do as much harm as good, for in religton, as in
all things, no substitute can be found for good sense,
A community which canuot eliminate doubt from its
taeological creed has its vulnerable point, and feels
it. Heroic virtue would be but a peril or a hindrance
toit. It has admitted the formula of natureinto the
vegion of supernatural truth, and substituied « Perad-
venture” for ¥ Amen.” 1t becomes at once reduced
and transposed-; and its very {ruths lose their sub-
stance while they refain their name. Tts raptures
are but poetry, its dogma but theory, its antiquity hut
pedantry, its forms but formality, its {frecdom but fi-
cence, its authority but conventiou, its zeal but faction,
its sobriety but sloth. Such a faith must needs instal
“reason in the supreme place. Such a Church may
nof rule ; for it cannot-rule by serving.
" The rule of private judgment has lost sight, not
only of the vastness and depth of Holy Seripture,
. and the objectivity of revelation, but of the vastand
multiform nature of that Christian virtue of which
faith is the'root, TFaith has not only a special func-
tion with reference to the justification of the indivi-
dual, but is also the universal bond between the re-
“decmed race and God. It must therefore affect the
“whole “soil, “and be 'the health of every part, pene-
trating al!'the Virtiies, and imparting to them its'own
inity and’stability. ' Tt is an adamant which God dif-
_fuses through our whole being. It must enlighten the
"mind, erect the will,'warm and purify the heart, live

in every affection, kneel in our humility, endure in
our patience. Tt must from the first contain the ele-
ment of theinfinite, yet admit of infinite increase.—
Such cannot be its character if it boasts that it needs
not.the brethren, that it is entitled to its own u_;hgn-
‘tance; and that it cadi act for itself. '
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+v+ The éxistence of a cycle of;;sqpernat\!t}lf!i{‘“_.ess
all.founded upon” faith. and constituting’ thé Christian
life, still maintains, indeed, a- traditional place in Pro-
testant theology, however little -belief -is _reposgzd._!n-
that Heroic Sanctity which is their practical embo--
‘diment.  Except, however, as correlative portions of
one vast system, they lhave little meaning, and whe_p
deprived of their solid foundation they totter to their
fall. The various elements of the supernatural world,
as of the natural, correspond with each- other, and
must exist in harmony and' due’ subordination, or not
at all. Faith is the immovable axis of that world}
and the light that illumines it is the knowledge of
God. Having lost the true idea of faith, Protestant-
ism has too generally lost also the idea of the super-
natural world which it supports, and of the divine
knowledge by which that world is irradiated. Insen-
sibly men have drifted away from a true estimate of
‘divine Knowledge, as something supernatural, halloyv-
ing elevating the source and the bealth of all the Chris-
tian virtues. This is one reason why theology is now
disparaged even by the devout. Men who would hardly
avow as much, regard all such knowledge as but a
series of logical positions, at most subjectively true,
or relatively useful, the result of much idle curiosity,
and the cause ol much mischievous contention.—
Sitch an estimate would not be unjust, f our know-
ledge of divine things came indeed rom beneath, not
from above. Speculations which had been useful as
an intellectual exercise, might well, it of merely hu-
man origin, become a spiritual tyranny, when harden-
ed into dogma. Such an estimate of divine know-
ledge proceeds from that philosophy which regards
belief, in re!igiou.i; matters, asa somelihing less cer-
tain than koowledge, instead of a something greater
—a knowledge in which the will, as well as the mind,
bears its part. * It is, however, of the highest impor-
tance to observe, that according to our estimate of
Christian knowledge, must be our estimate of Chris-
tianity as a whole. It is the instinct, and all but the
necessity of a haff-materialist age to invert the pro-
cess through which the mutual relations of spiritual
and of sensnous things are regarded, interpreting the
Ligher by the lower, not the lower by the higher.—
If this spurious method of interpretation be adopted,
it must be used consistently. If faith mean no more
than opinivn, the whole Cliristian scheme must shrink
into but a complex piece of intellectual mechanism.
The idea of God must dwindle proportionately. His
love can be but benevolence; Flis paternity but a
metaphor ; Iis justice but an arbitrary formula; to
impute jealousy or wrath to Him will seem but a
dream of the envious, or the angry; to believe that
He works for His glory, will be stigmatized as im-
puting to Him buman littleness. In short, according
to this scheme of inverted thought, God Himself
would be but Man, flung to a distance, and magni-
fied by an optic glass; and all our knowledge of di-
vine things would consist but of human knowledge
misapplied. "T'he same fatal error depraves our es-
timate of religious knowledge in its moral and in its
intellectual velations, The same miscenception which
prevents our regarding divine knowledge as certain,
and, therefore, considering faith as an organ of cer-
tainty, hinders us also from recognizing such know-
ledge as gpivitnal and vital, A few words will suffice
to indieate this truth, though toillustrate it adequately
a volume would be required, ,

If man were (o find out God by his properstrength,
then, indecd, as man is frail and imperfect, his know-
ledge of God would by necessity share that imper-
fection, and would remain (1st) doubtiul, (2nd) sub-
jeetive, (3rd) barren. If, on the other hand, man’s
knowledge of divine things comes from God, it must
share the character of God, and be (Ist) certain,
(2nd) objective, (3rd) fruitful, Probable knowledge
on matters that belong to the supernatural order is
not knowledge, but conjecture; and that such know-
ledge can naver udd a cubit to our spiritual stature,
isa fazt which reason asserts, and which faith does
not care-lo deny. Vet there is something in wan’s
lower nature which sometimes makes bim prefer the
lower to the ligher knowledge, and found a boast
upon what is, in-reality, but the poverty and naked-
ness of wnassisted bumanity. Flis pride prefers the
position of a discoverer to that of a recipient. Tle
propeusity is indicated by the predilection in modern
times for that surposed discovery, natural theology,
which spins volumes of psendo-science out of a sin-
gle analogy between a world and a watch. Tt is the
same instinct in a less developed form,which, assuming
the truth of the bible, seeks a key to its interpreta-
tion iu private judgment, rather than in the divine
witness of the Church.  The very boust of this false
method is its confutation. An inductive method in
religion must needs be a hiybrid and a monster, for the
same reason #s a theological method in natural philo-
sophy would be such, namely, from want of confor-,
mity between the method and the subject-matter sub-
mitted to it. Krowiedge which, cither in its arigin,
or in otr mode of deducing it from its eriginal fount,
is merely hunan, for that very reason is not divine :
and il it claims to be religion, it bias the fatal defect
of not baing revelation, just in proportion as it is dis-
covery. It is not difficult to see that the same cir-
cumstance which makes such knowledge inconsistent
with the essence, makes it likewise incompatible with
the end of religion. 1f our religious knowledge reached
us by the method of empirical science, its results
would be empirical ; if it were accorded to us through
a series of intvitions, Jike those of abstract science,
it would master the will, and so anniliilate probation.
In all such cases alike the knowledge which comes
from below must be shorn of its inoral and spiritual
relations, and must prove incapable of lifting up the

soul, even more than of irradiating the mind of man.
But far different is it:with that Knowledge which
comes from above, of which Christ is the source,and
the Chirch of Christ the channel. Such knowledge
of God_is an effluence from God, a light sent. forth
into - the: face of human kind, from Hiwm' the "Father!
of Light_s," and from that perfect Manhood ‘which:

ed; and this'is the'reason that it comes  with heal-
ing 'on its wings.””. It has aspiritual efficacy because
it comes from Him who is a Spirit, and must be wor-
shipped, not only «in Spirit,” but “in truth.”” Itis
deiform in character, and therefore it is deific. Its
nature corresponds with the Divine attributes, and
transfigures that human intelligence, which is capable
of receiving it only because it was itself originally
formed after the Divine Image. If it does not in-
clude a quality corresponding with the Divine attri-
butes of certainty and fixedness, it must fall equally
short of the Divine character in all other respects.
It cannot be spiritual, or pure, or eternal, er abso-
lute, like Him, if it be dubious like us. If, on the
other hand, our krowledge be certain, as coming from
God, then indeed it must also be sanctifying.

properties distinct from those that address the intel-
ligence, as light possesses other qualities, chemical,
magnetic, and vital, beside those that address the
eye. Such knowledge is therefore capable of con-
stituting an instrument of genuine communication be-
tween the Creator and the creature. This is the
reason why it is commonly spoken of in Holy Writ,
as the characteristic type of rehgion. The"know-
ledge that comes from man, on the other hand, even
though it related to divine things, could no more
ripen the spiritual harvests than lamps and torches
could mature the fruits of the earth. Such know-
ledge may be a literature or a philosophy ; but it
lacks the differentia of religion, properly so called.
Tt conslitutes no living bond between the Creator and
His creature. Tt is a devout literature with the sects
wilose knowledge of divine things is founded on hu-
man and fallible criticism ; among establishments it
adds areligious sanetion to social order ; and it lives
as a mystic philosophy among psychologists who ook
for God only i their own souls, and who know net
that what is deepest within vs is descried enly thro’
the light that comes from above. A Religion it is
not, except so far as it contradicts its own rule of
faith, and as an under-current of ancient and divine
tradition, flowing beneath the brittle ice of human
speculations, enriches dead opinions with somewhat
of the character of faith.

That knowledge of God, then, alone, is sacred and
sanctifying, which is authentic, and comes from Gad.
It alone 1is supernatural, and therefare stands on the
level of Christianity ; is vital, and therefore capable
of realizing the Christian aim. It elevates and ex-
ercises all the virtues. Coming from the heights it
sounds the depths, and therefore presupposes submis-
sion in the very act of recipiency. It carries God
with it in every vay. Ie it is who existsin those
beams, and in each of them, sacramented in light.—
"Chis is the knowledge capable of expanding into that
higher knowledge, which is called the beatific vision.
Such is the reward reserved for faith, and for the
obedience included in faith. Opinion, on the other
hand, has no such latent property ; for mere nature
includes no principle through which man is capable
of conversing iith spiritual realities. Its “little
systems lave their day,” and amuse us while here
below ; but they cease where knowledge,” that is,
human forms of perception, cease. The world lias
played with them till it is tired of its plaything ; it is
now sick of their petty restraints,and peavish incon-
stancy. It suspects the existence of a world
mightier than itself, deeper, loftier, more lasting—the
supernatural world. It knows that it such a world
exists, the way of access to it can neither be found
in the statute book, nor in the volumes of the scribes,
nor amid the eddies of public opinion.
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The Catholics of Roscrea have replaced by sub-
scription the sacred vessels of the altar, and the other
articles” which were destroyed at the late horrible
sacrilege.

The Sisters of Mercy have opened a temporary es-
tablishment in Belfast. oor porsty

The Sisters of Mercy, lately established at Cappo-
quin, county Waterford, appeal to the Catholic public
for assistance to enable them to erect a convent.

A correspondent from Cahirciveen writes, dating
Jan. 30:—«Qn this day Andrew M¢‘Carthy, Esq.,
formerly of this town, died at the workhouse, and was
three hours previous to his death, received into the

llygsc(:)‘rg.t’),flhe Catholic Church by the Rev. W. Egan,

Tue Intsn Count.—The Lord Lieutenant held his
first Levee for the season on Wednesday, at Dablin
Castle. The atiendance was respectable, and com-
prised a fair sprinkling of lords, spiritua) and temporal,
None of the Catholic Prelates attended. Dean Meyler

‘was the only member of the Catholic clergy presen

on the oceasion.

Alderman Roe states that Mr. Dargan has loat
£20,000 by the Dublin Exhibition, = .

St16e Breerion Putition.—The recognizances for
this petition have been approved of. Ii is expected
that the committee will be immediately named.

Mr. Miclael Skehan, who emigrated to Australia a
lew years since with lis wife, a furmer’s daoghter
from the neighborhood of Killalee, county Clare, and
returned a lucky gold finder, is now the proprietor of
Drew Court House and demesne, near Scariff, which

he purchased in the Eucumbered Estates Court.

. Tur Porr 0F Warearorp.—Mr. Brunel, the en-
gineer of the Great Western Railway, was expected
in Waterford this week for the purpose of ascentaining
its eligibility for a large class of steamers.

. The price of grainjhas fallen in nearly all (he coun-

try markets, even where the supplies were shost.

.we_can’ thoroughly understand the: conte
‘which the Protestant oppressors louk down

reigns in heaven.” Our sunrise’is His glory:manifests| d4d by them. Here was a Catholic in a p

The knowledge: which comes from on high includes.

THE LORD MAYOR’ BANQUET.,

When, with shame and indignation,

conduct of the Catholic Lord Mayor of gil:ﬁ:di:f the
posing the healths of Parson Whately and of his GPro.
the Lord Archbishop of Dublin, we must c"“fessr:m

“m_pt with
Catholics, who have been thoronghly Iamedp::d-lgzﬁ
ever Catholic was, calculated to raise his 50?.‘-}:“’ i
make him feel a high self- respect and diuni[t) ;znd
consciousness of what was due to himself, to hisy’fel;1 \fa
citizens, to that awgust and holy religion whicho'.
common with them, he professed. The labor e,m
verance, aud courage of generations of the op, fe:se-
Catholics of this land had been expended to gil\)ve }:ed
and others the power of holding thuse offices 1o wh"m
they are as rightfully entitled as the Protestapyg '{leh
years ago perliaps there would not have begp l;nll‘en
dozen Catholice at the board. He now saw ary i
him Catholics who had raised themselves by ,ﬁ"’-‘[
honorable exertions and their probity to be more the"
a match in wealth and station for the Protestants o
whose ranks they are now pressing more agg m:"
every year. It was a most significant fact, ap indere
of our social progress, that, of the five hundred ve tx
on that cceasinn, the Catholies constituted th:gee sls
one. No one but a craven and a coward cogld havo
helped his heart beating with exultation and satisf, :
. A c-
tion at the sight.

- Under these circumstances, what did oy Lowd
Mayor do? In a speech of the most fawning ayq
sickening loadyism it has been our lot to reny for
many years, Le proposed the healtli of « The Ar).
bishop of Dubilin,” ‘meaning the Prolestant Minjster
to whom that iitle is given by law. He informed the
assembled Catholies that ¢ that distinenished seholar
and Divine had resided so many years in [reland thys
he almost formgd one of themselves 377 stated thy
<« there had been no ovne so remarkable as his Grace
for boundless and unostentatious charity, and his uy.
xious desire to promote good-will amd kind feeling
among all elaxs.” This was the testimony of a Ca.
tholic official 10 the heretical awthir condemned by
the Holy See, 10 the writer of a pamphlet advising hiy
Ministers nof to visit in cases where there was danger
of infection, te the slanderer of our convents, to the
active and powerful enemy of the Catholic Chyreh in
this land, whom, with mental prostration, with tha
Eastern servility for which the Euglish langnage
affords no adequate term, but for which in Greekelhera
is a word signitying literally ¢ fawning after the map.
ner of a dog,” he siyled ¢ his Grace' the Archbishop
of Dublin.”

Parson Whately responded, in terms in which he
searcely look the paius to disguise his feelings of con-
tempt, and forthwith walked cut of the room, 1t was
not very dignified, but he knew what was coming,
and doubtless would let off mauy a keeu-witted sa-
casm at the expense of the humbled wid deeraded
Catholics. °

The Lord Mayor again rose to propose another toast,
He regretted Arehbishop Cullen was not there,  Arch-
bishop Cullen, we doult not, knew his mun a great
deal too well for that.  And why did this high-gpirited
and most magnanimons Catholic citizen regret that
“ Archbishop Cullen” was not there? & Because
then,” said he, “1he room would jnst vresent the
picture he wou!d like 1o see— the hewds of the diffe-
Tent persnations sitting together at the social board,
and each drinking each other’s healths in 1he spirit of
barmony and guod will?? Yes, with souls like that
of the Lord Mayor of Dublin, the Catholic Chureh is
but ¢a persuasion ;** just like Methodism, Anglicar-
ism, or Jamperism ; nut a faith lor which Confessors
have borne witnesses Lefore magistrates and kings,
Martyrs have been torn in pieces by wild beasts, and
rather than abandon whick thousands un thousands of
the pedple of this island have perished of famine and
fever in the ditches when the bowl of soup and the
warm blanket were tendered by DParson Whately's
brethren as the price of theivapostacy. Yes, withthe
remembrance of the sgonies wnd dewhs endured for
the Catholic faith, which are Ireland's plea tothe
favor of Heaven, and the mave and pledae of her file-
lity, this Catholic gentleman dared to babble his non-
sense and flattery 10 the pleased bul contemptuous
ears of his masters, acd to insalt the Catholies who
heard him, and tho Caholics of this island, by pro-
posing the heaith of Archbishop Culien.

Let'us hope such un exhibition may never happen
again. Ifon public occasions like this, in the pre-
sence of those who represent laws which, however
replete with injustice, are for the present in operation
—if we say, ou lull consideration, it appears inpos-
sible 10 propose the health of the real Avchbishopef
Dublin with his proper title, then don’t propuse it at all
Don’t insolt him and the Catholics of the counlry
with first denying your faith und then insnlting him.
If Parson Whaltely is rightly styled ¢ Archhishep of
Dublin,® then you are in a iulse position. ‘Therecan
cnly be one Archbishop of a-see. Either it is he ur
his Grace the Delegate Apostolic. Let il be seen by
the manner in which the toast is propused by a Ca-
tholic that we are not dispused 1o ignore out {mtiz to
please the rulers of this world. Or else, if the speaier
feels himself too nervous, 1oo stapid, teo imbecile to
see his way through the ditlicully which a man of
courage aml sense could have dealt with aad nol
offended either the Lord Lieutenant or anybody else
let him hold his tongue and say nothing at all abust
it—the truest wisdom for such people.— Tablel.

RerorTeED  Prommrmion or Distiitation  7ROM
Grais.~The Limerick Chronicle says, a letter has
been received in thal city, ¢ from an ilifiuexll:_::lmom-
ber of the present Ministry, stating it ia the inlenhil
of Government temporarily to prohibit the distiliation
of whisky from" grain in England, Ireland, and Seal-
land, owing to the high prices of bread stufls.’

Rrcuvimive 18 Depninv.—We understand the Quar-
ter-Master-General has applied to the Lord Mayor for
permission to suffer recruiting parties to traverse ﬂ?e
city, which was at once granted. 1t appears 12 have
been an ancient custom 1o ask the permission of the
chief magistrate for leave to enrol her Majesty’s lieges
‘within the cily walls—a custom founded on the se-
parate sovereignties, though under one crown, of Greaé
Britain and Ireland. The custom has been observe
in'the present instance—the military authorities unl .
dertaking that the recraiting parties shall not obslruul
the free eirculation of the Queen’s snbjects; and tha
order shall utherwise be well observed.—Freemat:

Accommodation is being provided in Co_rk-bannp;‘
for the reception of troops destined for foreign servwn;
This port is selected for the em harkation of (roops me
the facilities it aflords in shipping the men, baggage:

&c., and providing everything needful for voyaget:




