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ANT:IQUITY OF THE BIBLE

"The Sacred Scriptures are the mcst ancient writings in the uni-
-verse. - They contain the only authentic history of the earlier ages
ofthe world. . < Not to know what happened beflore thea wast
born,’? says the proverb, **isto be always o child.” Plnced on
a‘theatre where others have acted before us, and surroundad by
monuments of the previous existence an"' 'of the labours of ‘our
progenitors, curiosity naturally excites an inquiry into the. hlStO!’}
of their pedigree and the story of* their lives. The Scriptures
gratify this curiosity and reward the inquiry. - They exhibit the
history of our species for more than four thousand years, from
the cradle of its"infaney in Paradise, till the advent of the 1\Iessmh !
VVith whatever anxiety and care we retrace the current of his-
wrj, when wae ascend the stream of time a few centuries beyond
ihe christian era, our compass is deranged and our pilot lost ; we
are driven on an unknown ocean, and enveloped by a darkness
tnat may be felt, without a star to ascertain our latitade or direct
our course. 1[- we apply to the Roman bistorians for a guide ;
Rome itself.was but of}esterday, ‘and dates her origin but seven
centunes and @ half before the birth of Christ ; and of the earlier
parts; ol' that. scanty period, her annals were lost i m the sacking
of the ity by the barbarian Brennus and his victorious Gauls.
lf we tirn our.aching eyes to Greece, for du'ectlon, they present
“no certamty of, hght nntenor o their calculation by Olympiads;
‘wlnrh commenced but 1466 years, before the chnslnm era, or
about 23 years before the fonndnnon of Rome. Alt beyond is)
‘ mvolved in the lmpenenuhle cloud of metamorphosxs and mysuo
- fable ;:in the story of , her gods and ber demigods,” of her gnnts
and supe'human heroes, in the ]egend of her crolden and her silver
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is lruo the nnpenshab]e verges of her matchless poet, Homex
casta feeble ray on the short period of the Trojan war, like a
transient meteor in the mldmght sky, which glar(,s for n moment
_ and then disappeats, rende: ing the darkness still more percepti-
ble ; and excepting the, Bible, ‘of no other nation and in no other
languages, are any authentic vestiges of early history estant. At
- an early.period Egypt was populous, wealthy, and wise ; but her
hieroglyphics are inscrutable, and her pyramids are but splendld
ats: of human vamty Phcnmcln, Tyre, Sidon, and
; 'ead the l\nowledwe of letters and ennched lhe world

Stk ,ana has—le tng stone) wsxb}“‘ofh‘er lofty tower er ).
, hnngm gar;gnens, 'nd_ 1ei- 1mprewnable walls,". The plendld and;
ulmyra and. Presepohs thrpw an dwful gloom |}
over .the reﬂt.ctmtr mind. These broken monuments ‘of human
grandour teanfy tlie mawmﬁcence of their temp]es the 'splendour

of their palaces, ‘and the skill and elegance of their architects ;
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lnrht dlrccls our’ steps to th
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Tt ;y oftruth. . '1‘he IIoly Scup-
lures inform ‘us it what pluce, arid at wh t"ume, tie original man
emerued from the Plastic hand of ‘his . Muker, and his history is
lrnred ina re'rular succession of . huea] descendnnts, till the peo-
pled ‘world, had aoquu’ed an advnnced degree of cmhzntlon,
nnd ‘each sep'\rme ration‘had acquned alnhty nnd menns to com-
poae the annals of its own history.” "The successive- generntlons
of mankind dre’ recounted, with brief biographical memoirs of
their hnstory from ;uneval Adum to Noah. The d:spersxon of
the projectors. of .'Bobel and the repeoplmg of the earth, are e~
corded ijn e.\actdetnll tilt the time of Abraham, whoin God seloct-
ed from among hls idolatrous coutemporaries as the doposntmy of
Lis revealed will to man. The numerous posterity,of this faithful
patriarch pass in review before ‘us 1ill they obtained the splen-

‘dours of royalty in the person of Saul, of David, and of Solemon,

and his successors, till the time of their captvity in Babylon, and

thence through the variety of their chequered fate till the coming

of Christ, and their final dispersion among the natigns of the earth.
Brcma,

Tue WHITE Broxe.—* To him that overcometh will I give
a whito stone.” It is generally supposed by commentators that
this refers to an nncient’judfbinl custom of dropping a black stone
into on urn when it is intended to condemn, and a white stone
when : the - prisoner was acquitted. But this is an act so distinet
fram that described in the Scriptare before us, ¢ T will give him 2
wlnte stone,”thnt we are disposed to agree with those who think
it rel'ers rather to a custom of a very different kind, and not un-
known to the classical reader, according with beautifal. propriety
to the circumstances before; us. In primitive times, when travel-
ling' was rendered difficult from the want of plices of public en-
tertoinment, ho-pltahty was exercised by private individuals to a
very.great extent, of which, indeed, we find frequent traces inall
history, and in none more than the Old Testament. Persons who
partoak of this hospitality, and those who practised it, fraquently
contracted habits of friendship and regard for ench other ; and it
became a well-established custom, both among the Grecks and
Romans, to provide their guests with some particular mark, which
was handed down from father to son, and cnsured hospitality and {
kind treatment whenever. it was presented. This mark was
usunlly n small stone or pebble, cut in half, and upon the halves
'md then mterchnnned them with ench dther. ..The. produohon of
or {heir’ desceudnnts whenever 1hey 1ruvelled again: m::tho same
du‘ecuon ; whilait is enndent thatrthese stones. reqmred obe, pn_‘
vutely kept, and the’ name wnlten ;upon them’ curefully; ncealed,

‘whor bhey weré mlended -How. naturnl then, is the nllus:on to
this custom in the words ol' the text, ¢ will ; give: him to eat of
the hidden manna’;” and- ‘having done, having mude himself pnr-
taleer of my hospitality, having recognised him as my guest, my

but thie song of ‘no-bard remains to consecrate the fame of lhe
stately princes who swayed the sceptre in those pompous capitals,
ar celebrate the exploits of their conquering heroes ; and the
heads that contrived, and the hands that raised the mighty fa-
brics, have monldered in the dust, without an historian te record
their names.
To the veracity of the narrative of Moses have besn pompously
opposed the supposed myriads of years in Chinese chronelogy, the
-Tndoo institutes, the Chaldean 2and Arabian astronomical tables,
and the recently discovered planisphere and zodinc of = Egypt.

'miracles.

friend, *¢ I will present him with the white stone, and in the stono
a new name written, which no man knoweth, saving he which re-
ceiveth it :>* - will. give him a pledge of my friendship, sacred

‘and invioluble, known only to himself.—Rev. H. Blunt’s Prac-

tical Expostlion of the Epistle to the Seven Churches of Jsia.

Miracres.—Avoid all absurd prejudices theoretically against
They are inseparable from existence. Creation was a
miracle. - Its subsistence is not less so. 'The true idea of a mira-
cle is, that itis an act of Divine power—an event which the ma-

That China began to be peopled inmediately on the dispersion
from Bibel, we [earnfrom the testimony of Moses himself, and

- their owi chronology citends nat, even in conjecture, beyond the
‘period of their revered ancestor Fahi. But that the Fohi of China
and the Noah of the Bible are the same personage, has heen
clearly proved ; and a proper investigation -of their own chrono-
logy fully corroborates the fact. When Indin wasless known, we
were told with much parade of the antiquity of its nations, of the
sublime wisdom, the accurate philosophy, the mild and rational
system of their moral and religious institutes. But a more intimate_
‘acquaintance with these nations has convinced all the learned
that their chronology is fabulous, their philosophy childish, irra-
tional, and absurd, and their religion cruel to its votaries, abhor-
rent lo the finer feelings of the heart, and derogatory to every
attribute of God.  And the accuracy of modern astronomy has
demonstrated that the most ancient astronomieal tables extend|;
not beyond the era of Babylon, and that every statement which
anticipates that period, has been formed by retrograde calcula-
tions, inaccurately made, and discordant with time. And, finally, (|
a French astronomer of high mathematical attainments, and him-|
self a deist, has scientifically demonstrated that the Egyption
planisphere cannot be dated higher than the sixth or seventh t:en-J
tury before the christian era, nor does he helieve that it was ever
designed to represent the celestial zodiac.

Thus, without some safet guide than the heathen wm-]d can
furnish, would mankind be nbandonod to the wilderness of hypo.
thesis, and the dlstracuon of discordant conjectures concerning'
the origin of their species and the lengih of time which.has elapsedf
since first they were called into being by the voice of their Crea-
gor. Amid this oppressno frloom the unsuihcd bluze of Scnpture
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‘of nature is an incorrect and an inapplicable definition ; for all the

tance,
/the sun by no willing movement :
‘one law urges usto do ; and instead of falling into it, to which

"

terial laws of nature without the greater law of the Divine agency
conld roteffect. To describe o miracle as a violation of the laws

laws of nature are in continual violation and counteraction by
each other, Tire .burns, but water estinguishes it ; water is

flaid, but cold converts it into o solid, and heat into air. It
i8 the established courae of nature, that ail its laws should be thus
violating each other. It is by such a violation that we roll yearly|j -
round the sun. 'Chis isthe result of the attractive line continu-
ally violating the laws of that propulsive force which every pla-

of which the host and the guest mutually mscnbed lhe:r mmes, '

| this] tessera, was: qunte snﬂiclent ta cnsure, ﬁlendahxp for. themse!ves‘g o

lest oifiers should obtam the pruvnleoeS, Jnsteud ofthe  person for
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vestigations of modern lrn\'ellers
ment recorded’ in its. pnoes are’.
rise'and fall of emplres, and men{ an nttentwe exnmmatnon 5
while imagination' may snfoly revel in ti glowmg p:ctures o‘f lat“"
blessed eternity revealed: in the Blble alone. The: beuuty ) nd.
vnrxety of style in" Scripture defy competmon ‘and- pracllude
sitiety ; the slmphcny of its historical roluuons—lhe majeaty of‘,
its triumphal edes—the awfulness of i lts Ihreatenmgn—the beduty
of its imagery—the grandeur of its pruphecles—und the tender-
ness of its invitations,—nd" haman gompkition can ever equal.
They only can appreciate its attractions ¢* who make the book of .
God's word their chosen pleasure ground ;** and how can the
time which ‘many women possess be more profitably employed,
how can their researches be more amply rewarded, than in this
mine of intellectual wealth? If the femule mind and taste be
formed upon (ke model of this matehless volume; thoy will recoi:
from those light and pernicious writings of the day, wlnﬂh W'lrp _
the judgment and mislead the affections ; while the Bible prpvxdes
for her whofollows its guidance a pathwuy to knowledwo wharem
she cannot err, a field for investigation bounded only by the mtel
lect, and topies of the imagination circumscribed only by, etermly
— Duties of Woman arising fraom hev Obltgauons to Cfms
tianly ; by Mrs. Riley. o

LITERARY STYLE.—On style, - M:lton holds tlnsl nnfrunge
¢« For me. readers, nlthoughl cannotsny I am: utterly. umramod in
those rules which the best rhetoricians have written in any lenrnen
language, yet true eloquence I find to none but the BOrious | ‘and
kearty love of truth ; and that whose mind soever isf ully possess
ed of a fervont desire to know good things, and with the dearest
charity to infusc the knowledge of them into’ othors—when such
aman would speak, his words, by what [ can express, like so
many nimble and airy servitors, trip about him at command, und
in well-ordered ﬁles, as he would wish, fall aptly. iute their own
plnces »?

'Dr. Johnson Jays it down, that he who would acquire a style
elegant and smooth, must devote his days and hii m«hts to the
reading of Addison, -
* Dr. Franklin’s plan was, to read a number oi the Spectator,{
shutthe book nnd try huw nearly he could mmnte tho‘ongmal
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I"oster, in’ hlS mlmllable bserves 6 el
]xl\e a fu]se alarm oflhunder, whe sober ~m'm, that g1 notiapt -

cart.
that cloquent which would not be so in. the plumcal tl:nt could
possibly express the sense. o -
CrassicanL PrinTer.—Stephens, the ‘celebrated clussical
printer, is thua mentioned by Baillet, in the :Iudgmen' des Savans :
‘The economy of Robert Stephens’ house was excellent. He
received no werkmen into his printing house but such ag wero
skilled in Greek and Latin, nnd capablo of being master else w here.
—Ile hud, hesides this, men and maids, who were not zllowed to
talk any thing but Latin, as well as the workmen in the printing
house. His w:l'e and daughter understood it perfoctly, and were
obliged, with all the domesucs, to talk nothing clse; So-that, the

store houses, the chambers, the. shop, the 1(1tchen—m5 p. word
ﬁom 'ho t0p tothe botlom nl] spoke Lau

"Robert Stephens s e
wg:. ningicin i’
"\fx

to such as should ﬁnd nny mu!ts m lhem, o
MrrLiTary qunn ---A furmer wns elecled toa corporalslnp

net has received. These two laws are in a constant struggle, each

in o militia company.. " His w1fe, after dxscoursmn with him for

violating the other, neither prevailing ; and therefore tho result of]/-

their increasing conflict and counteraction is that forced compro-
wmise, ever resisted by each, but maintained by their very resist-
which appears in our circuitous orbit. We now go round
instead of flying off from it, as

the nther is always drawing us,—this mutuul violation of each
other’s law compels our planct into that elliptical circnit which is
the artificial product of this appainted contest.—Skaron Turner.

Tur VALUE oF THE ScRI?PTURES TO WomMaN.—Not only

as'the charter of salvation will woman prize the Bible, but, if her|!

taste and judgment be properly cultivated, . it will afford literary |’
enjoyment and recreation. ~ As the earliest record of this benuti-
ful: world and its many joyous tenants—of that convulsion of its
surface to which the eve bears constant witness, asd universal!

when . compnred with other standards. Faney may fill up llwf

nlunpses it nﬁo‘da of dome.tlc life in: the prmlev als Ages, and lhe!,],avm« or cunnn about i m 1}“, world ,3 unco:;g'm

(some time on the advantage which the family- would derive from’
this exaltation, inquired in a c.oublmg tone, *¢ Husband, will'it bc
proper for us to let our children play with the neighbour’s now ? 4R
One of the little archins eagerly asked, ¢ Are we not all cor~

iporals ? Tut,”” said the mother, ** hold your tongue ; thera is
no one corporal, bLut your father and mysell*'—American
Anecdoles.

Privosoruy oF Sir WaLTER Sco1"r—“ Lest I should for.
get to mention it, I put down bere a rebuke which, later in-life,
Sir Walter-gave in my hearing to his danghter Aune.” She"hip-

pened to say ofsomuh:ng, I forget what, that sho could not nbldo
[it—it was vulgar. *Bly love,’ said her Falher ¢ you spenk like o'
’ve‘y young lady ; do you know, -after al}, the. nenmmr of this .

P lcept wickedness, can deserve 1o be spo]cev of.
itéadition lends ity testimony,—~its historical value vill rize hloner ‘lempl ; and when you have fived to my years

*Tis only common ,,nothmv (hat | 18 oommon ex-
in o tone of ‘con~
ou mll be dlspo-

word vulgar?

sed to agree ‘with me.in thanking God thn Aol

o startle at sounds Iooks out to: seo f:t be, not lho rumbhng ol
Eloquence resides in the thounhr and no words can: moke'




