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BEWARE 0F THE CRANK 1
PATRoN-"1 No, thanks; the stuff wilI anly muddle my brain, an' I've got ail the load I can carry just now as it is.".

carnnot be- so happy as 1 %vould have been nowv, had flot xny
Ioved Melinida-but na,noi Imrust thinkofit no more. I
will take this simple soul's advice and banish her from. ny
mind and heart forever 1 Ah ! Easy ta say that, but she
wan't g0. (e stops befor-e thefir-e-place.) There, in that
stnouldering fire I'see ber well remnembered face even now
Confronting mine! 1 see the fixed smile upon herruby lips,
and the steady gaze of the innocent, guilelcss eyes beneath
herfuff gaiden hair. Love another ? 'Twere sacrilege to
think ofit with that dear image burned upon my heart. No,
no i it cannat be, 'Mrs. M1cMurphy! 1 cati neyer love
anything but the image af m7 lost MIelinda, neyer, neyer!1

[He relapses into his -hair. A kxwek, at the door.
Did 1 hear a rap ? (anotzcr rap) Ah, it was. Who in

the world can it be ? (ana/ber rap> Corne in !
[Enter BOODLES With a boxv coz'ered zvili brown

paper]
BOODLES-A parcel, sir, from Toynun & Ca. Ar.

receives box- doubtfuly.]
MR. J. -For me ?
BooDLEs-Ain't this Na 4714?
MaI. J.-Yes,-but-

BOODLES -Then this is the place I was told. Good day,
sir.

[Exil BRoDLFs in a busiuness like hurry.
MVR. J- H-'m. A parcel for me! A box, apparently.

Strange. I haven't purchased anythingof late, that Irecal-
lect. (WFeigiing tie box iii bis hand) I've no notion what

it can be. I'm quite sure I've made no purchase of late and
ordered it sent- quite sure. Then- the alternative conclu-
sion is-it must be apresent. WVhicb is stili mare absurd.
Framw~hon, if it's apresent? I can't canjecture. Must be
some friend of the olden time whamn I've lon g since forgot,
which is higbly unlikely-very unlikely, indeed. Well, let us
get the scissars and salve the mystery. But wbere are theyP
Ah, here. Naw far the revelation-and 1 really don 't know
when I've been so interested in any aperatian as the snapping
of this thread. The nearer I get ta it the deeper the Inys-
tory graws.

[Ditri,- t' is ie ias aul the si) ing, and removed the covetipig
<uza li', ud çla:dsastuuddathalù pczAkd ston-

jsA,,zt isfollowed 6>' rage.

What hidden hand bas deaIt me this blow ? WVhat fiend
-far it could have been no other than a fiend- bas invenled
and carriedJ out this so-called joke-I suppose the wretch
did it for a 11joke. " (Biterj') How funny, ta he sure 1
How exceedingly Nvitty and humnorous ; howv very laughable!1
No one but the most gifted being- a persan of the most-
delicate goad taste would ever have tbought of such a very
humaraus thirig as to send ta, a childless mnan a-

[Het hfts a Vol oui oflA th ox.]
Dal!! 1 Vhether a joke, or a piece of mnalicious meddling.
I treat it as it deserves, and I only wish it's author cauld be
bere ta sec how very successfül bis trick bas been!1

[Ht Auris the DoUifroin Aizii Io a chair. 1
The miscreant!1 Who could it have been ? I would


