
TH~ O~UBO~ GUA*DLU. M&iox 1~, 18S*.
Lena Dunn, Seocretary. The next meeting will
be at Mr. Evane' house next Thursday, at six-
teen o'clock,

DIOCESE OF ALGOMA,

HUNTBVILLI -The following subscriptions
have been thankfully received since November
27th, 1889, by the Building Fond Committee of
All Saints' Church, towards the erection of a
new Church building:

Cburch of the Redeemer, Toronto, 638.25;
Al Saints' Church, Toronto, congregation, $25;
Bible Clise, 635.50; a friend 810; H.G., 8100;
W.S., 85 ; Mr. A., 85; Mrs. G., $20 ; per Rov.
A.. Baldwin: A.W., 81; H.W , 610; W.L.,
825; Anon. 31; A.H.B., $10; Glenroad, $2:
S.G.W.,820; per G.S.W.: Mrs. P.B., 65.-
Total $312.75. Amount previcusly acknow-
ledged $252.69, Total te date 6565.44.

ONTE BPORARY CE UROH OPIYIOY.

The Church News of St. Louis, Mo., says:
To intensify and broaden the life of the

Christian is the central idea and purpose of the
Lenten season. It does not mean a difference
in kind of Christian oxperience and activity,
but a difference of quality and quantity ; deeper,
stronger, wider, quicker in lite and more sensi·
tive to spiritual influences and the sense of
duty. Nor does it mean that a little extra de.
votion for forty days will do op one's religion
for the wbole year; rather it is intended to

long rua, and we shall be greatly surprised if
the result of the present action will not be to
render more elastio rather than more restriot-
ive the Use of the Churoh of IEugland in such
matters. An ineressing tendency a showing
itself to interpret the present Prayer Book in
the light of those which have gone be.
fore, and to take an eclectie view of the cere-
monial of the Churoh of England. It is impos-
sible that future judgments will not be
enormoualy affected by the results one way or
the other of the present Lambeth trial, an
epochal event as it is in the history of the
Church.

MARRIAGEB IN LENT.

Br ,raE RzY. Di, WiitaAB, RURAL DEAN.

Apaper read belore the Ruri-Decanal Chapter of
the Rural Deanery of Port Elizabeth, Bouth

A.frica.

When a custom, based on the Canons of the
Primitive Church, comes ,own to us with the
universal consent of the Church from primitive
times to the present day, we conclude that
the Church has proved the value of that special
rule or cnstom, and we cannot, as loyal Church.
men, reject what the practical experience of
eighteen centuries bas sealed with its approval
and consent. There are certain canonical
regulations with regard to the observance of
Lent, which ame down to ria with t nr.

wiL.a tn prohibited times for marriage. The
aun clearly expressed in the words of the 52od Bill was lost. Convocation also made an at

usuai, fixed hours for meditation with a pur Canon of the Counoil of Laodiesa, which for- tempt in the pame direction in 1575, moved
pose, confession, penitonce, frequent Commun- bida Lenten marriages. After forbiddisig pub doubtless by Puritan pressure. This attempt
ions to bring ourselves closer to the Saviour, lic games during Lent (Canon 51) it forbids the was also frustrated, and since that time no ef-
worsbip ii God's house, week days as well as celebration of birthdays and marriages during forts have been made in convocation or Parlia-
Sundays, all of thuso aro means of grace pro. Lent, Birthdays in the fourth century were ment to attack the principle of " a prohibited
vided by the Church atd enjoined by God's kept with a grand birthday feast, wbich was time" for marriages. Poat-Reformation evi-
Holy Word to blp, guide and instruct us in out of place amidst the solemnity and self- dence might be multiplied. Parish register
ouhivating and cnlarging the spiritual affec discipline of the Lenten scason. Marriages bocks had "lthe prohibited times" written intions in bringing the soul into vital imaeparable involve a time of rejoicing and a marriage them as a reminder te clorgy and people.union with Christ the living Head. feast, innocent enough in due season, as our Bishops, in their articles of enquiry, asked

Lord's presence at the marriage feast of Cana whether they were observed, and, as late as
Tnc Irish Ecclesiastical Gozette says of the indicated, but, like the birthday feast, out of 1160, we find Archbishop Sharpe, of York,

proceedings against the Bishop of Lincoln. place in Lent. Here is the common sense speaking of the observance of these prohibi-
The Church of England bas always dis- reason which bas made the Laodicene Canon tions. The habit of disregarding them seems to
tinguished itealf by opposing its most earnest forbidding Lenten marriages the universal rule have been formed during the period of laxity

of Christendom. that closed the 18th century. The first to gonen. So was itwith respect to John Wesley We have now to deal with this Canon as it were, of course, the prohibitions whioh did notin the last century, and so is it now with affected the Church of England. Our National rest on primitive authority. The feeling.
respect to Dr. King, Bishop of Lincoln. A Church did not accept the whole body of the against Lenten marriages probably lingered ongreat deal was made last week of " the manual Canon Law of the Western Church. The local till the daya of Oxford Movement of 1833acts,' and the importance of the congregation connoi a of the Church of England passed Since thon we have, in a great measure, beenbeing able to see them. But it ia remarkable Canons which supplemented the univèrsally able to restore this primitive rule of thethat these sme manual acts were euppressed accepted body of Primitive Canon Law, and Church. I do not think that it is wise to pressas superstitions, in the second and most Pro- which wcre locally binding. In the year 1003 for more than the Lenten prohibition. Wetestant Prayer Book of Edward VI. Now, the the National Church held a connoil at Eyn- may say to our people with regard te theChurch Association, through its Counsel, is sham, in Oxfordshire, under St. Alphege, the other " prohibited times," that they were ob-arguing that it is essentiaul that these acta courageous Archbishop of Canterbury, who served for centuries in tbeChurch of England.should be donc se as to be seen by the congre- was murdered shortly afterwards by the Danes. More we cannot say, and a ferce insistencegation. It is conceded by Counsel for the pro England was in daily peril of Danish invasion, upon rules that are not primitive, will un-secution, that the mixed cup may be used, and the lines of ecclesiastical discipline were doubtedly endanger the observance of the oneprovided the water is added before the service, drawn tighter by the imminent %langer of the primitive prohibition.and the ablutions may go on in the vestry, Church and nation. The Laodicene prohibi- Thore is no rule without its exception, andthcugh forbidden in the church. Really, when tion of Lenten marriages was extended and exceptio probat regulam. There are cases whichthe matter is regarded with an unprejudiced amplified by forbidding marriages fromAdvent may occur in which immediate marringe, aseye, it must be conoeded that the groat legaliste to the octave of Epiphany, and from Septua. an aet of reparation, is the only course open.and ceremonialista in those matters, are the gesima to the octave of Baster. The good A marriage under these circumstances is with-members of the Churoh Association, who would Archbishop laid these additional restrictions ont its feast or outward merriment and shouldlay down a bard and fast lino on either aide of on the Church of England in a special time of be solemnized merely in the presence of thewhich it would b. impossible to pas@. This at- public distresa and calamity. And these re- witnesses required by law, Such a marriagetempt to enforce a rigid conformity in the con- strictions of the Council of Bynsham find a as this, by leave of the bishop, might and ought

duet of divine service muat defeat itelf in the place in the Canon Law of Lynwood, our great to be celebrated in Lent,

English canonist, and also, as is well known,
in the rubric of the Sarum Manual. But St.
Alphege and his bishops had no primitive
warrant for these restrictions. There is a
doubtful Canon of the Counil of Lerida, A.D.
524, forbidding marriage from Advent to
Epiphany, and also during the three weeks
preoeding the festival of St. .ohn the Baptist.

But if we frame rules upon the authority of
a doubtful Canon, we run the risk of "teaching
for doctrines the commandments of mon," in.
stead of following the undisputed law of the
Church.

We have now to deal with the Post-Reforma.
tien usage of the Church of England with re-
gard to Lenten marriages. Although the
Sarum rubrio specifying the "prohibited times"
wae not re-enacted, the Lenten prohibition re-
mained as an unwnitten law of the Charob.
The other "prohibited times" were also in
some cases observed and Bishop Cosin desired
to re enact them in 1662. Although this was
not donc, the Lenten prohibition was eonsider.
ed to be in full force, so far as the usage of the
Church went, and, although the period of the
Commonwealth had relaxed all Church dis-
cipline, this prohibition was generally oh.
aerved.

The Church of Ireland, in 1632, in its Canon
on Marriage, contained these words as to "pro-
hibited times:" 'Neither in the time of Lent,
nor of any public fast, nor of the solemn festi-
vities of the Nativitv, Resurrection, and As-
cension of our Lord, or of the Descension of
the Holy Ghost." The Irish Church thus
adopted a more stringent rnie than the (1hrch
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