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A Country Wedding.
BY YEsTER.

folle dwitb hIe, girls," slîe said, iysteriuslx'.
Wt followed, 'xonderniiw"'at xwas coiing ý,iiow, as
sut led itiew'ay to the front of the house, and
tbere ou tlîe veraîidab, Iefore the hall dloor, w~ith
no softer pillow rtan the (oor-iuat, lay tle bride-

groomî, fast aseei. 'liceîiorniîîg sun was shîiing
'ariîî lil)oiii, and the faitful ''ini nasstretched

at bis side. He bad beguii to siioke, for a baîf-
sioked (igarette iad falîtu froîî îiînotoha.

Auint okebim witli tears in lier eyes, and we
asktd him to explain his conduct. Lt seems that
lie could not sleep after the pillow fight, and so
went for a walk with' Toim to get Annie's daisies as
soon as the suin iegan to rise ; after which he sat
aiid soked n the verandah, when sleep at last
overtookwiiin . ''omn, lie thought, iad gone for a

He would not hear of resting again, so we took
hii to the breakfast-room and fed him on rolls and
Coffee and strawberries and cream, and lionized him
to the utmost of our ability.

At length all the breakfasts were over, and the
tolets made, and the time actually arrived wheiawe

wvere to go to the chunch. Annie had takemulber
breakfast iiilber room, and Arthtur anîd 'Tomîu ad
goue befone tofthe clurch. A nies ooked lier very
lest in lier soft wxhite sumilner dness, w'itlu qualîtities
of daisieseand a very becoming white bonnet. She
liad begged to uie let off we'arnig a x'eil, as it nmade
her nervos o there vas not nuuc difference be-
tw'eeui lier aîud lier bridesinaids, cxcept that our
dresses are plainer and we wore hats instead of
bonnets. Little Elsie looked lovely. She had a
face like a peach, lit up by a pair of beautiful dark
eyes. Her rich brown hair was "put up" iin
honour of the occasion, and, though it gave ber a
too grown-up appearance, was exceedingly becom-
mîg, and she looked as charmning as only a country
maiden of sixteen can look. She and little Dick
were the handsomîîest of the party. 'l'le latter
spoilt boy insisted in drnivig with the bride and ber
fatlier, so îve exî)tcted tlîat Innie îvould lie givemi
away by lier two male relatives.

As we left the ouse nothing happened to dis-
turb oun peace of id but the howls of poor Tom,
mvoi ad beeu locked ii is prison again after his
îîorîuîîug w'alk.

We reached the church, and soon tht solein
beautiful words of the marriage service quieted oun
ruffled spirits. The bride was all she ought to be,
and made ber responses in a firm, sweet voice, and
Arthur looked handsomer than I had ever seen him,
in spite of luis strange vigil. The little church was
filled with the country people of the neighborhood.
and had a very bright, cheerfil appearance, with
the stui streaming in through the open windows,
through which also a gentle breeze came, laden
with the mnatchless scent of the woods and clover
fields.

It bad been the wish of the friendly neighbours
to decorate the church for the occasion, but Mr.
Radford had disapproved of it, so nothing had been
put ump but a very pretty arch at the gate outside.
'ie children of the Sunday-school, in which Annie
lhad been a teacher, were provided with flowers to
throw before lier as she walked down the pati.

Instead of the homily in the prayer book Mr.
Radford spoke a few well chosen and more suitable
words from a text taken from the Psalms.

'lhe last word in the homily is "amazemiient," and
as far as that one word goes, it would hlave been
more appropriate than the sermon, for just as Mn.
Radford was draw'ing to a close there was a rush
anîd a scaiper, and 'Ti'm dasied tmp the aisle and
crouched at Arthur's feet. He seemed to feel the
solemnity of the occasion, for, once in the church,
he looked rather ashamed of himself, and made no
sound, except the nervous wlackinug of bis tail
agaimnst tht floor. 'The other best mîaî spoilt thmnîs
a little biy sayinug, un au audible wvhisper :~ " )own,
sir, downî !" .And thuat enflant terri',/e, iDick, wvho
had held luis fathuer's huand durinîg tht ceremony,
released hîimself anud rolledl over the anîimîal wiîth a,
little chuîckle. >a

When the imove was made towards the vestry,
l'ins spirits revived, and he bounded ai-d juiped,

fawnmng upon the happy pair in a nost riotous
mianner all the way down the aisle. Afterwards, in
the open air, he relieved his feelings by a series of
short barks, and rather spoit the effect of the

rhiIdren's flowers by catching tbem on his backtor
in his mouth. It seems he had forced a board out
fro n his prison wall and squeezed through, and so
joined the xedding party.

'Ther treakfast see1edeto pass off nicely, and nofuirther attempt ivas made to banisb Timi, so be lay
by Arthur's chair. Annies tfainous jelly was a
failure and ivould fot corne ont of the moulds pro-
perly, and my ice cream was in a liouid state ; but
there were other things to eat, and as far as appe-tite went none of us were deficient.

The only interruption we had during the import-
ant meal was caused by the turkeys, at whose
ominous pipings Belle and I exchanged anxious
glances some minutes before their owner heard
them. We hoped he might be too much occupied
with his duties as host to notice them, but our
hopes were vain, for he suddenly let fall is carving
knife and fork, although Mrs. Cumberlandrvas
waiting for a helping of tongue, and started Up.
IlDasb those turkeys 2' bie exclairned, 4' tbey're in
the peas. Excuse me "' and hie shot through the
(loor into the garden, xvhere we heard him lotudlv
scolding John for leaving the gate open.

Towards the end of the meal Mr. Radford got
uip and managed to say a few polite thiugs about
the young couple, to whicb Arthur replied grace-
fuly enougs. b don't know hov it came about in
my nervousness, but in a few minutes Tom 'vas on
bis feet and began, in bis cracked voice:

" It's rather hard on a fellow to have to say civil
things about bis sisters (laughter> just because tey
are bridesmaids, but tbere is another bridesmaid
that I can say somethng about," and he cast a
benign look of approval on Elsie. " In ail the fuss
we've been having (titter from the Englishmen)
Elsie is the only one who has kept her temper as a
lady ougbt to." Elsie blushed and everyone else
laughed merrily. 'It s al every fine for some
people to say things wouldn't go nicely, butforalvays
said-if Mr. Radford did bis part well, it didn't
much matter about the rest of us, as long as we
kept cool and good tempered. I'm sure Mr. Rad-
ford has done things up so nicely for our cousins,
and-and-there's nothing to be regretted." "Hear,
hear!" interrupted uncle, who was enjoying theresuit of his joke immensely. "I forgot to men-
tion," continued Tom in an officiai tone, 'in speak-
ing of good temper (laughter) that I think Tim-"
Here the table was suddenly jerked up so as to
shake tbe glass and china, and our female nerves,
and Tim bounded out and fawned upon the orator.
SdNow, quiet, sir," saidTom, putting his arm round
the dog and holding bim in a standing position,
goile the creature tried to lick his face. "I was
going to say that I tbink Tim here was as good
tempered as the best of us, and I'm sure I wish he'd
been the best man instead of me, for le would have
nade a muc' better one, as be's not baîf so sby."

As soon as Tom sat down, amid roars of laughter,
I forgave him from the botton of my beart for talk-
ing sucb rubbh, as 1 saw from everybody's ready
enjoynent tbat the pain of Annie's departure would

1e lessened in the excitement. Mrs. Cumberland,
esecially , asadelighted with the very raw, well-
h deaning boy, and toile Aunie was preparing for
ier drive to the station tried to get bim to promise
to spend bis next bank holidays with ber in New
York.

John drove the happy pair, accompanied by 'Fim,
to thertrain, the carriage filled with rice and old
.. ippers.

y.
Arthur and Annie vere to have the use of our

Quebec bouse, wbiie they got their necessary pro-visions for camping out, and Aunt Sue, Belle, Toi
and I remained two days longer at Springfield to
liem> afte teamstonget settled again and cheer

Uncledseemîed to forget bis promnised revenge on
Tom and wvas ini high good humour, nowv ail was

over, though be still seemed to consider it was aIl a
fuss about nothmng.

I think our plan vas the best, after all, Kate,
he said to aunt, as we were al sitting on the veran-
dali the evening of the wedding day.

IWhat was that?" asked 1, wondering why Auit
Kate blushed so and Aunt Sue looked so nervous.

-erau away "' laugbed lie, not lîeeding itSue's awfl look of varning, and the presence of
Elsie and the youiger children.

Elsie perched herself on is knee, crying "Oh,
(laddy, tell us al] about it."

ant Kate looked ready to sink into the earth,
anîd Auint Suie caine to the rescuie.

"IWhy do yoi talk such nonseise, Harry ? " she
saim'. Elsie would believe any of your romances.

Dear me 'She can believe it It was the
wisest thing I ever did in my life."

"Lt nuast bave bappened jast about the tileMiîen you Nvere youing, Auint 'Sue,'' sai(1 Belle, nuls'
chievously.

"l'mi sure," continued the reckless man, ' if Elsie
can find as nice a fellow to run away with as er
mother did, she's welcome to go."

Here Tom vith a sagacity beyond his years, or
at any rate out of keeping with his usual condict,
came to the rescue by introducing another subject
His silence during the conversation, so painful to his
1)eloved Auint Kate had surprised mie, till 1 saw' that
hie îoticed er distress, and was delighted to sec

that this uîîformed lad "'as îîot îvitlit seîîse and
feeling.

Ql Uncle, did you ean about Belle's new beatiii
Quebec ?" lhe asked ';- brother of a fellow 1j u5ed
to lick like anything h'en I went to school."

Uncle 'as always ready to listen to 'oî's accourits of bis deecîs of x'alouir. so tbe tw'()cbatted
away while we got up a game of tennis.As we left the verandah uncle was saving: " No'
you'Il have to lick the elder brother, Tom. for I
thought Belle seemed to hit it off nicely with young
Ingram " (one of the English guests at the wedding)

ad e's just the man for lier."
Tom remarked that be seemed to be " a good

solid cbap," and we beard no more.
Mrs. Cumberland was still at Springfield w'heni

xve carne away. Sbe seemed so pleased xitb the
country and er- hospitable host ad hostess that
she readily accepted the invitation to remaini tii 1

Mrs. Weston returned to Montreal to welcole
Annie and Arthur home.

A day or two after we got home to Quebec we
received a piece of birch bark with a one cent
stamp on it, on which was written a pencil scraWl
from Arthur. " Expect us on the ourteenth.
That was all ; there was no word of explanation as
to their change of plans, for they were to have
stayed a fortnight.

We thought it only polite for Tomi to go and
meet them, so hie went down to the Palais Station
in time to see the evening traini(orne in fron Lake
St. John. He told us afterwards howv e was re-
ceived by our guests, and vowed lie would never go
to welcome another newly-narried pair.; and if
deed their appearance was enough to frighten afnY
body. Their faces were swollen and disfigune
almost beyond recognition ; the skin had peeled
from their noses, which were a painfully brilliant
red, and their clothes smelt strongly of balsaimi an
sinoke. But we took themi in and were kind to
then, for.having had some experience of the havot
which flies, mnosquitoes and a bright summier sul
can work, we ti a charitable coinstrtiction on ther
dilapidated appearance. Tim was quite hiiself-
though, and, as usual. a model of good humioir.

Tom's polit- attention in going to ineet thern wa
not appreciated, as I said befo;re, for when he wývet
into the crowded car and greeted thein cheerfllY
at the top of his pecuiliar voice with-

" Hullo: so you're turnedI up before the timrîe.
What an object you are, old fellow :'ou look atif you'd been on the spree. What have you got
your veil down for, Annie ? hy, Tim. you're the
only one who lias a smile for a fellow," the 00t>
answer he got was a growl fromu Artliur.

" Why ini thîe wxorld dlid you comec to mett us
\'ou're mîakimg aIl those folks stare."

For there wvas a gay picnuic party on board froim
Lake St. Joseph, anîd sonme Anmericanîs whoha
looked rather curiously at the senîsitive 'oup1 lt. 3
poor TIomî complainîed that they hîad scolded lii
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