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aniong thc lnd ian race, and shortly before thc arrivai of
the first discoverers. thc Algonquins, also a powcrful but
less fcrocious trîLe, bccanîc mastcrs of titis part of the
country. The long establishied rivalry bct%%ccn thecsc
savage focs, stimiulatcd b>' this conqucst of one of thc most
coveted hiunting and fisiting grounds, rcsulted in a scries of
alniost uiniterrupltedl ito..tilitie.,, ivitici continued for gentera-
tions witii varying succcsscs. At the tinie ofCtapii'
first vi.sit to Thrce Rivers, v'ery fect' Indians wcre to be seeni.
l'le Algonquins, and thecir allies the H urons, reccentl),
terribly becaten b), t Iroquois, rcmiaincd concealed in thecir
forest ; ont>' tite canocs of te victors appeared on the St.
LawIrence, titus rendering the approach to this great high-
way alniost inaccessible. I-aving becil sorciy pressed b>'
the Algonquins, whio frontl tite days of Carticr siïowed ail
ainicable disposition toward the French, andi also b>' the
Montagnai-, who traded at thet posts in a friendiy intainner,
Chamiplain, in i 6oc, untiertook, ail expedition against thecir
ntutuai foc. Althougli considered a wise nicasure at the
tinte, titis action on tîte part of Champlain proved really
disastrou.,. Froi this simple decision long continued
hostilities enstied, a scrics of serious obstacles to Uic
devclopimcntt of French influence in North Anicrica was
crcated, and the slowv and difficuit progrcss mxade by the
strtiggling coiony for many years aftcrivards must mainiy
bc attributed to titis cause, lIt thus openiy taking part
wit thecir hiercditary focs, the vengeance of tite Five
Nations, whiclt iii course of tinte becane such a potverful
comibination, wvas arouscd against tite French, and this
ennxiity was ncvcr appcascd.

Chtamplain arrived at Tlirec River.; on tite ist Juiy £609,
foliowcd by a grcat niany catiocs of Algonquins and H furons.
antd wvaitcd the arrivai of i Montagnais contingent bcforc
opcning the cantpaigil against tite Iroquois, w~hich wvas
waged out of the district.


