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ing the - palisade. This when completed, rose about
15 feet above the ground, with watch towers, platforms, and
a gate, so that the place might be shut and guarded. For
this work the inhabitants were compelled to furnish the stakes,
which were then put up at the expense of the King. As
might be expected, these wooden erections did not prove
very durable, and repairs had to be made each year.

In 1713, by the treaty of Utrecht, peace was ensured to
France, and as a natural result, the resources of the colony in
New France were greatly developed. It was now (1713) re-
solved to construct in the future, the enclosure at Montreal, in
stone, and in lieu of furnishing the stakes for the wooden pali-
sade, it was ordered that a portion of the expense of the new
walls should be paid by the inhabitants. The Engineer upon
whom devolved the duty of preparing plans for the new works,
was M. Chaussegros de Lery, who submitted two plans, one of
which followed to some extent the lines of the wooden pali-
sades, cutting off a portion of the town as then laid out. The
plan adopted was that shewn on page 57, which was recom-
mended by him on the ground “ that it will not be more ex-
pensive than the other, while it will be incomparably bet-
ter for defensible purposes.” To provide for the erection of
the new fortifications, an act was passed in May, 1716, author-
izing M. de Ramezay, Governor of Montreal * to proceed with
the work, and for the purpose, about 300,000 livres were to be
advanced by the French King. One half of this sum was to
be charged to His Majesty’s account, while the other half was
to be paid by the Seminary, (Siegneurs of the Island,) and
the Inhabitants, The Seminary to pay yearly 2000 livres,and
the citizens 4000 until the amount was paid off. Officers of
the Army, and any others in the King’s service were exempt
fromthe tax. This tax was cheerfully paid by the inhabitants,

® Claude de Ramezay, Seigneur of 1a Gesse, Knight of the Military Order of $t. Louis, was

appointed Governor of Montreal in1703. His son, J. Bpt. Nicholas Roch de Ramezay, signed
the Capitulation of Quebec,



