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DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

BON. JOUN {"ALLING,
M P. for London, Ont.

No. 26—HON. JOHN CARLING.

The genial countenance of hobnest
John Carling is well-known throughout
Canada. During the thirteen yenrs ho
has been a memlwr of Parliament, he
has never known what it war to hiave a
sharp clection contest Lefore his consti-
tuents, or a doubtful relationship with
hia party in the Hougse. It is rather in
comwnittee than on the floor of Parlia-
ment that Mr. Carling bas been distin-
guisbed a8 a member; in fact he has
been ealled the “John A. Macdonald”
of the Committee-room—a title which
conveys o grent deal of meaning, and is,
withal, very flattering to the portly
member for Londoen, Mr. Carling's
father was an Englishman, 2 native of
Yorkshire, a county famous for the
shrewdness of its inhabitants; he emi-
grated to Canada and scttled in tho
County of Middlesex, Upper Canada, in
1819, Mr. Carling was born in the
Townghip of London in 1828, and is
therefore nmong the youngest of our
Ministers of State. That his whole life
has been spent in the midst of those
whose confidence he has enjoyed for so
many years is o high tribute to his per-
ronnl character ; but not greater than
the country generslly readily acknow-
ledges that he deserves,  He is n parte
ner with his brother in an extensive
brewery which has long been earried on
in the ¢ Foreat City ;" anid was first re-
turned to Parlinment for the city of Lon-
don at the general election of 1851,
Since that time ho has uninterruptedly
represented London in the Legisintive
Assembly, and. then in the JHouse of
Commons of Canadn; and at the last
general election was returned for the
same conktituencey to the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario, being one of the
few gentlemen'in the Western Provinee
holding a seat in both Legislatures. On
the 27th of March, 1862, he took office
48 - Receiver-Qeneral in  the Cartier-
Macdonald Cabinet, Lut that Cabinet
being defented in May following he re-
signed with hiscolleagues; and his next
ofticial " position was iu the Local Go-

verament of Ontario, in which, on the formation of the first,
S, Muaedonald, o July, 1867, Mr.®

“Cubinet by the Hon. J.
“Carling was offered and aceepted the office of Commissioner. of
-Public Works nnd Agriculture.
tion ‘s also under his contral; and inte cach of the three
“‘branches under his enre he has thrown o wondrous amount of
vitality, In.addition to local public buildings which have
~been or are being crected in Ontario, a ‘most comprehensive
-..scheme of draining swamp lands hns been adopted, which will
" - 'confer great: benetits upon. the Province, The Agricultural
' Bociety has been thorougbly overbuuled and rendered some-
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what more neoful as well as less expensive. Immigration has
been g atiruged to oo degree in the one Provinee of Ontario,
that was uever renched Ly the whole of British. America be-
fore. In. conncction with - this policy the free land grant
system, the exempted homestend and other excellent pro-
“vigions for the protection and encouragement of settlors have
placed Ontario in the front rank -as a' competitor for the sur-
plus population of the old world, while Mr, Carling has taken
most effective measures to dissemitato a full knowledge of all
tlivse attractions among the people of Great Britain and Ire-
land. It is but right to add that his department takes ample

M. P. for Argenteuil, Que,.

carc of the emigrant when he arrives in
Canada, and watches over his safoty till
he reaches his place of destination. As
an administrator. in the Local Govern-
ment, Mr. Carling has Leen very suce
cessful ; and he has the somewhat ex-
ceptional privilege of enioying to the
fullest extent the confidence of his poli-
tical friends, while at the same time he
excites but little opposition from his
opponents. In his own constitucncy he
is safc from attack ; in Parliament or the
Legislative Asscmbly he never provokes
assault, so that he may be regarded as
one of the most useful and least abused
Ministers within the Dominion,

No. 27.—~HON. JOHX J. C. ABBOTT,
Q. C., D. C. L.

Mr. Abbott has the honour of repre-
senting his native county in Parlia-
ment, having been born at St. Andrews,
Argenteuil, on the 12th of March, 1821.
He is the cldest son of the late Rev,
Joseph Abbott, Anglican Rector of St.
Andrews, and completed his education
at the University of McGill College in
this city, where he now holds the posi-
tions of Dean of the Faculty of Law. and
Professor of Commercial Law, He was:
called to the bar of Lower Canada in
1847, and created Queen’s Counsel in .
1862. He was first elected to Parlia-
ment in 1857, but only took his seat in
the Assembly after a long and vexatious
countest before a committee - of the
House ; and bas since continued to sit
for the same constituency., He was
Solicitor-General and & member of the
Executive Council in the Macdonald-
Sicotte Government. To him the
-country is mainly indebted for the 1n-
solvent Act of 1864 and the amended
Act of 1869. Notwithstanding the
change of Cabinets which ‘took place in
1864, Mr, Abbott's bill was generally -
approved by both sides, and was conse-
quently taken up by the Ministry sue- -
ceeding that of which he had bLeen a-
member. Other measures for the im-
provement of the law also owe their .

_paternity to him. He .does not very
eften take part-in the debates; but when he does it is with
great fluency, as.well as clearness and elegance of diction.
During the present session he has had charge of the bill to ex-
tend the charter of the Canada Centwm! Railway, and he ap-
pears to have very up-bill work in getting it through the
House of Commons, the two local Premiers exdrting them-
selves to the utmost to secure its defeat.. We hope this Lill @
may be added to the list of benefivinl acts which have been
safely piloted through the Legislature Ly Me. Abbott, i1t
contemplates the promotion of n public wotk which would b
of great benefit to the wholu country, and at'a'cost which'is




