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[ No. 11.

CREEDS
SHOULD BE EXPRESSED IN THE
LANGUAGE OF SCRIPTURE.

PROM WM. PENN'S ADDRESS TO PROTESTANTS,

Opinions pass for faith, and arc made

articles of faith, and are enjoined to be em-
braced as the bond of communion.
" That this is so, let us take the most im-
partial view we can, and we shall find it to
be true, both of the national and many other
select societies. That I may be understood
in the signification of the word opinions, I
explain it thus ; Opinions are all those pro-
positions, or conclusions, made by men doc-
trines of faith and articles of communion.
whick either are not expressly laid downin
Scripture, or not so evidently deducible from
Scriptute, as to leave no occasion of doubt of
the truth of them in their minds who sincerely
and reverently believe the text; or, lastly, such
as have no new or credible revelalion lo vouch
them.

That this is our case, let the several con-
fessions of faith, published by almost every
party in England, be perused, and you will
find such propositions translated into doe-
trines of faith and articles of communion, as

are, first, not only not expressed in Seripture,
but, perhaps not well deducible from Secrip-
ture ; and if one party may be but believed
against another, we can want no evidence to

. prove what we say. . And,inthe next place;,

such u§" are, though not expressed, yet, it
may be, deducible as to the matter of them,
are either carried so high, spun so fine, or so
disguised by barbarous scheol terms, that
they are rather a bone of contention, than a
bond of concord to religious societies. Yet
this has been the unhappiness of this king-
dom, after all the light of reformation, which
God hath graciously sent amongst us, * Meun
are 10 be received or rejected for denying or
owning such propositions.” Wilt thou be a
Presbyterion? Embrace and keep the cove-
nant. subscribe the Westminster confession
and directory; and so on to the end of every
society that grounds communion upon con-
formity to such propositions and articles of
faith.

What a stir have we had in England about
the word Episcopos. He that says it sig-
nifies an higher office than Presbuteros, shall
have no part or fellowship with us; on the
other hand, they that will debase Episcopos
to Presbuteros, and turn levellers or degra-
ders of episcopal dignity, shall be excornmu-
nicated, silenced, punished. Is not this plain
fact? Can any deny it, that love truth more
than a party 7 The fire kindled by this con-
tention hath warmed the haods of violence ;
it had been well if men had entertained equal
zeal dgainst impiety, and been but half as
much ¢nemies to sin, as they have been
against one anothier on such accounts.

1€ we laok a little back, we shall find that
the debate of freewill and uncondilional re-
probation filled this kingdom with uncharit-
ableness and division. . In the archepisco-
pucy.of Abbot, reputed in himself a good
man, whosoever held, ¢ that Christ so died
for all imen, that'all men might be saved, if
they would accept the means, and that none
. wera absalutely decreed to eternal reproba-
tion,” ‘was repuied a heretic, and excommu-
nicated -as'an enemy to the free grace of God ;
which;, it:scems, at that time of day,-lay in
being narrow el -

“In .the réign o

£ “archbishiop Liaud the tide

“tarned’ and. tliose that: held  an absolute

- election and reprobalion, without regard bad to

- thg'gond or evil actions of men and asserted
- that”Christ only died for the 'elect, and not.

for ‘all, imust be discountenanced; displaced,
and pointed at as men out of fashiog, though

" at the'same’ time congcientious, sober, and,

‘at’ worst; ‘mistaken’; and to be ‘pitied,* rather.

‘than* persccuted ;. - and ;informed,. ot : de-

stroyeds L : : o
i
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is controversy b‘égﬁt the Synod of Dorf.;

‘}one would verily believe no-less, than thut

he that reads the epistles of that judicious
man, J. Hales, of kion College, upon the
matter and conduct of that assembly, will
find cause of being sad at heart; tvo man
of them talking of religion without the spint
of it: men, perhaps, learned in books, but
few of the sticklers gave any great testimony
of their proliciency in that science, which is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy
to be entreated. Thisflame kindled berween
Arminius and Episcopius, &c. for the Re-
monstrants, and Gomarus, Sibrandus, &ec.
fur the Predestinarians, distracted Holland
not a little, and had an il influence upon the
affairs of Kngland, at least so far as concerned
the church. But the mournfullest part of
that history is the ill usage Martinus Cro-
cius, the bishop of Landafl, and others had 3
who, though they were acknowledged to be
sound in the faith of those things, which gen-
erally followed the judgment of Calvin, as
to the main points contioverted, yet, if atany,
time they appeared moderate in their bes
haviour, gentle in their words, and for ac-
commpodation in somne particulars, with the
remonstrants, or {reewillers, Gomarus and
his followers, not observing the gravity due
to the assembly, the rules of debate and
least of all the meckness of christian com-
munion, feil foul of their brethren, reproached
their tenderness, and began to fix treachery
upon their sober endeavours of accommoda-
tion; asit they intended to execute, as well
as maintain their reprobation, and blow up
their friends, rather than not destroy their
adversaries.

But if we will rise higher in our inquiry,
and view the mischiefs of ecarlier times,
flowing {rom this practice, the fourth and
fifth centuries afier Christ will furnish us
with instances énough. = 'We cannot possibly
forget ‘ the heavy life some men made about
the observation of Easter day, as if their
eternal happiness had been in jeopardy; for so
far were they degenerated {rom the love and
meckness of Christianity, that about keeping
of a day, which perhaps was no part, but, o
be sure, no essential part, of the christian re-
ligion, they fell to pieces; reproached, re-
viled, hated, and persecuted one anuther.
“A DaAY” wus more to them, than
¢ Christ,” who was the Lord and end of
days; aod * victory over brethren,” sweeter
than the * Peace and concoid of the church,”
the great command of Jesus, whom they
called Lord.

But the remarkable and tragical story of
Alexander, bishop of Alexandria, and Arius
his priest, in their known debate about the
% nare and existence of the Son of God,”
with the lameotable consequences thereaf,
as all writers upon that subject have related,
witnesseth to the wruth of what [ say. The
bishop’s curiosity, and the siriciness of Arius;
the presumption of the one to espound be-
yond the evidence and simplicity of the
text, and the captious humour of the other,
that would not abase the bishop anything
for. his age, or the rank he held in the
chureh, but logically exacted the utmost
farthing of the reckoning from hisold pastor,
first began the fray, which as it became the
perplexity of church and state for some ages,
so 1t raged to blood ; and those lh‘a( had
heen persecuted like sheep by the heathen
not long before, turned walves against each
other, and made sport for the infidels, doing
their work to their own destruction. = Nay,
s0 much more Christian was Themistivs
the philosopher, that he, in his oration,
called Consul, ~commended the emperor
Jovianus for his moderation, and advised
him to give that liberty of conscience, which
professed Christians refused 1o allow cuch
other; who seemed to think they never did
God beuer service, than in sacrificing one
another:for religion, even as soon as ever
they had escaped the heathen's shumbles

Did we duly reflect upon the unnatural
heats, divisions, and excommunications
among: them, .the many councils that were
called; the strong and ‘tedious debates held,
the translations of sces, the anathemnas, the
banishments, ~wars, sackings,’ fires, ‘and
bloodshed, that~ followed  this unnatural di-
vision, that sprang from so nice a controversy,

religion tself’ had been in the utmost Lazard;

that Judaism or Paganism were overrunniog
chrigtianitys and not that all this stir had been
made about an Jola. For the whole ques-
tion was. whether Homousia, or Homolousia,
shonld be received for faith?  In which the
difference is but the single letter 15 certainly,
we must do violence to our understanding, if
we can thipk that these men were followers
of that Jesus, that * loved his encmies and
anve his blood for the world,” who hated
their brethren. and shed one’another’s blool
for opinions ; the heathen philosophers never
were so barbarous to one another, but main-
tained a better understanding and behaviour

-in their differences.

But how easily might all these confusions
have been prevented, if their faith about
Christ had been delivered in the words ol the
Seriplure; since ali sides pretend 10 believe
the text; Aund why should any man pre-
sume to be wiser, or plainer in maiters
of faith, 1than the Holy Ghost ! It is strange,
that God and Christ should be wanting to
express or discover their own mind; or
that -the words used by the H-ly Ghost
should have that shortness, ambiguity, or
obliquity in them, that our frail capacities
should be needed 10 make them more easy,
proper, and intelligible. But that we should
scarcely deliver any one article of faith in
scripture lerms, and yet make such acts the
rule and bond of christian communion, is, in
my judgment, an offence heinous against
God and holy Seripture, and very injurious
to christian charity and fellowship. Who
can express any man's mind so fully as
himself? And shall we allow that liberty
to_ourselves and refuse it t0.God?. ¢ The
Scriptures came not. in old time,” said the
apostle - Peter, ¢ by the will” of man; but
holy men of God spake, as they Were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” Who can speuak bet-
ter, or express the mind of the Holy Ghost
plainer, than the Holy Ghost? The Serip-
ture is the great record of truth, that which
all these parties in controversy agree 10 be
the declared mind and will of God, and they
unanimously say, it ought to be belicved and
professed as such. If this be true, in what
language can we 5o safely and properly de-
clare our bLelief of thosetruths, as in the very
language of the Scriplure ?

And I cannot see how those persons can
be excused in the day of God's judginent,
who make men heterodox or heretical, for
refusing to subscribe their articles of faith
that are not in scripture lerms, who in the
same time offer 1o declare their belief of
God, Christ, spirit, man’s lapse or full, re-
pentance, sanctification, justificarion, salva-
tion, resurrection, and eternal recompense, in
the language of holy Scripture. T must say
it is prepostcrous, and a contradietion, that
those who desire 10 deliver their jfaith of
truth, in the language of truth, shall not be
reputed ftrus belicvers, nor their faith ad-
mitted. This were to say, that their faith
is not 1o be received, because it is declared
in the language of that very trith, which is
the objcet of that fuith, for which it ought to
be reccived, and which is; on all bands, con-
cluded tobe our duty 10 believe - Tt scems
then, we must not express our belief of God
in kis words but our own; nor is the Scrip-
ture a creed plain or proper enough 1o de-
clare a true believer,. or an orthodox Christ-
tian, without our glosses.

Are not things come 1o a sad pass, that tn
refuse any other terms than those the Holy
Ghost has given us, and which are confessed
to be the ** rule or form of sound words,” is
10 expose a man (o the censure of being un-
soun! in the fairh, and unfit for christian
communion?  Will nothing do but man’s
comment instead of God’s teait?  His conse-
quences and  conclusions, in the room of
sacred revelation? - 1 cannot see how any
man can be obliged to receive, or belicve re-
vealed truths in any other language than that
of the revelation self; especiully it those
that vary the expression have not the same
spirit 1o lead themn in doing so, or that it
appears nat'te me that they have the guid-
ance of that holy spirit. 11" the Holy-Ghost
‘had left doubts in' Seripture, which is yet
irreverent 1o believe, | see not how men can
resolve them 5 it is the work of that spirit.

Aud since men are so apt to err, doubts are|

better left in Scripture, than made or left by
us.  But it is 10 cross that order of prudence
and wisdom among men, who choose 1o con-
form their expressions 10 the thing they
telicce. 1f an honest man hath related a
story 1o me, of something he hath seen,
and T am tw declare my faith about it,
if | believe the fuct, I will choonse to deliver
it in the terms of the relator, as being nearest
o the truth,

Suppose a father dying, makes his last
will and testament, and as he thinks so plain,
that there can be no mistake made by the
cxeculors, but whatis willul; if they, instead
of proving this will and acting according to
the pidinness of i1, wuru commentalors, make
more ditticulties than they find, and perplex
the whole matter to the children and lega-
tees, and send them to the law for right;
will we not esteem such execwors 7l men,
and justify those persons concerned in their
refusul of their paraphiase? ** Gud hath at
sundry times, and in diverse manners,” by
his prophers, bis beloved Son, and his Apos-
tles, Heb. 1. 1., delivered 10 the world a de-
cluration ofhis blessed will ; but sormme have
claimed aud taken to themselves the keep-
ing, explanation and use of'it, so as those that
chaose 10 he concluded by the lelter and
tert of Christ's testument, in its most import-
ant points, expose themselves 10 great pre-
judice for so doing; for they are excommniu-
nicated from all other share in i1, than the
punishment of the brenkers of it ; whieh is
part of their anathema, who, of uall others,
are most guilty of adding. or diminishing,
by undertaking to determiune, for others as
well as themselves, the mind and intention
of ‘the Holy Ghost in it. ' e

But .if'it ‘be. true,. as true it is, that few
have writ of the divine authority of Serip-
ture. who do-not affirm that the very pen-
men of it were not only inspired by the
Holy Gliost. but so extraordinarily acted by
him, as that they were wholly asleep 1o
their own will, desires or aflections, like
people taken out of themselves, and purely
passive, as “clay in the hands of the pot-
ter.” to the revelution, will, and motion of the
splsit; and for this end, that nothing deli-
vered by them might have the least possi-
bility of misiake, error, or impes fection, but
be a *complete declaration of the will of
God to men,” [ cannot see which way such
men excuse themselves from great pre-
sumption, that will, notwithstanding, have
the wording of creeds of communion, and re-
ject the declaration of” faith as insufficieot,
which is delivered in the very terms of the
Holy Ghost; and deny those persons to be
members of Christ’s. church, 1hat in con-
science refuse to subseribe any other draught
than that the Lord has given them.

Two things opposc themselves to this
practice ; the glory of God, and the honour
of the Secripture; in that it natwrally draws
people from the regard due'to-God and the
Seripture, and begets too much respeet for
men and their tradition. "This was the diffi-
culty Christ met with, and complained of,
in his time; they had setup so many rabbies
to teach them religion, that the Lord of the.
true religion could hardly find place amongst
them. And what did they do?. ¢ They:
taught for doctrines the traditions of men;”
they gave their own and their prédecessors”
apprehensions, constractions, and para~
phrases vpon' Seriptare, for the ‘mind and
will ‘of God, the rule of the people’s faith.
They were near at. this pass in the church
of Corinth, when they cried out, I am for
Paul, 1 am for Apollos, and | am for Ce-

phas,” though they had not.the same temp-
1ation. R :

And that whiehfollowed then, ever will ‘

follow in the like case, and:that'is distrac-
tions which is the .contrary 1o the second
thing that opposeth itsell (v this praétice, and
that'is the ‘concord of, Christians.: For: the
sake of peace consider.it; Lo heré, and lo
there, always followed ; one of this mind and
another of that; s many seccls as greal men
o make and head them. " 'This was the case
of the Jews ; and yet I do not:hear. that they

devoured one another’ about:their. opinions
and commientaries upbn:Seripture 3 but:the . °
Christians have done boih; idivided and per- -

secuted:too; * Firgl, they have: divided;-ahd - .




