0w ently -ekpecting to
- had®

o a‘puyitan’’, T

daugliter’s favourite servant 3 and her warmer lieart “and unis

ne;gh bouzhuod bhe !:;d“reaElchl!)L Bogleg:tc' alon e, u pfo‘n "
highroad, “pursied; as shie supposed, by “Daft'Davie; and -

ioméntly ¢ ) Fencotiiter old Kuld; Whom she -
ligen’ tdiight, through meniil‘gossip,'to look upon as asort -
“orhobigoblini” The hewildered feelinis’of ail imagi-=:

o i

i native ‘ehild’of eight years olilindy easily “befigitred 5 and
* lier. joy,when; looking “round; and Davie no longer'in sight;

she . beheld -help hastening towards her, - its: more agrecable:

- Bhape’t i'l"hi.iij'l)!edé:'irig‘-looking sister " Mary-gently took the-

bler by the' hand, iwlose heart-beatings'were almost
;'and whoge”tears now. flowed fast;'and, as she led her

Doulas,'she coinplétely won her:-heart, by her
nsibile soothing==and such.were the circumstances

B _of Mary?s'first ‘inécting with 'h=r future mistress. . That way=~ -

ward heart 'was not. ungratefil. 'Her ‘deliverer  from. such
ompilicated’ tesrors becamd an object-of ‘peculiar interest to
Mrs." Douglaswas micl attracted by Mary’s 'mild;

- ingennous counfenance, and “etill ‘more by the remarkable

union ot “modesiy and:self-possession inone 50 young; which:
atall times characterised:-her demeanours, “Her pale’but per-
fectly regular.bezufy both of féatures and forn, Which would
have'churmed'a scilptor, had no gaudy aitraction’to strike the -

- comidon ‘observer, on a cuisory survey; either with admjration -
~‘or distrust; ‘and, won by her darling and; only danghiter’s im-
- portinities, she was speedily prevailed“npon, after 4 few sa-

tisfaetory "prelimindries; lo receive Mary, then' cighteen,’at

< the L1115 where Fotwithslandiny what Mrs:’ Dotiglas consi-
dered the disad vantiges of her fusticity “aid: Seottish dialect,

shé was‘uppoifted to'the office of being Miss' Liura’s petsonal

“attendont. Yo 'many it Would not'have, *beén-an’éasy noran

‘envidble sitnation:; ‘Laura had'most of the ‘fautts which flat-"
] ive was spéedily
1 'the servants? Hall ‘against:Mary, as a favourite and
“heauty dréw upon her iinpertinénces 6f'a na~
qially ‘new and einbatrassing to- her, bothifront’ the’lac-

‘ereated

- ikeys; and’ihe male visitors at the Hall'; and she did not dis-
- cover ity iads, that exampleof “wisdoinand benignity her |
Lwarm faney had figured—they were) in'fact, neither woreivor. |

“less” than  ordinnry’ ‘two-vivored - fushionuble=living “person-
-ages, but with sufliciént taste’Tor thelbetiuty aid benefitof ex- "
‘emplary ‘moral, conduct, to otice’ and reward: ‘it in’ their

“conscious ‘disposition, readily found excuses for them! in'their
sarrounding Utenptations, Shi'was ‘énting their bread; and
‘beneliting her beloved ‘parents throughi their liberalities ;-and
“herduty was to'serve, not to censure them. : '

© "And hus, thirough “varying  cireumslunces, and changes of
‘positions’between cotintry and: town life, their. mutual rela-
‘tiow'reinnined wibroken; ‘until Laura'had nearly completed
“herrcighteenth: year, and Mary her twenty-seventh, Then
‘Laura“one duy ~found *Mary:-weeping “over an open “letter,
which she did not.altempt to hide,.but betrayed: considerable
“nyitation. in'deliverig up to bier. ‘1t contained’ dishonoura-
“ble {iraposils froin a'young nobleman of high rank and for-
“tune, sho had followed Laura to the:country as her professed

““and ‘parmitted admirer; and to whose'union with their daugh- [

“tor her parents. were ambitiously looking forward ; and her
;indiginunt anazement may be imugined when ‘she  read,” to-
“gether with oxtravagantly cxpressed admiration of the supe-
“rior benuty of her waiting-maid, a by rio means ‘covert inti-
-mation of his devoirs'to herself huving "been prosecuted prin-
“cipnlly for'the purpose of affording lum opportunitics of see-
“ingher #who, from the first ‘moment “he beheld her; had
“reigned ‘nrivallea in his heart.”?  The fmpulses ol deeply

“wounded {ﬁidtruxid vanity. were precipitately ucted upon’;
- " their wors

suggestions ngainst Mary were temporarily adopted
by Laura, and: proclaimed outweighing the - testimony of
Jyoenws.” DMry'and Mrs. Douglas, who anticipated in this dis-
closure the overthrow of their cherished hopes forthe splendid
J‘establishment of their daughter, would not' believe but "that
“Mlary had been greatly-toblame ; and her dismissal from the
“Hall'was summarily détermined upon. Laura’s vanity rather

*than her predilection had favoured.the addresses of her recre-

“antndwmirer, and she soon repented of her haste. Ier sceret
hoart deeply reproved her for . the unjust condemnation” she
"had drawn upon’ the: innocent Mary j but ‘the feeling . how

. wrong she had been,

2 parted Trom-her with tears'and protestations of ‘conti

tered yanity, impétions temper, ahd precocious télents usually -
e cn‘g’t;lul‘a):'r furthe' nurseriés’of misnile ;o prejudice was

"been, did’ not
e

‘help to appease_lher wounded
the’, inischief. : She,” however

pride; ‘nor'operate’‘t
price,’ 'n €1 .

¥ ‘completely 'suflicéd to
clinging affection’of lier'she’had so ciie]

" gatd 5 and rtheseé

‘resiore ‘Her

Mary’s fond mother, who was at thie “time 'oppressed ‘by"ill-

-hess, “was heart-stricken When"she heard of the-opprobriom ~
: cast’upon the fair name of her darling child, and neverrecov- .

ered from ithe’ shock.’ “Andya very few iveeks 'after, Luura,

- revenging pon-herself the infidelity of'a lover who never had .
possessed “hel preferénce; but ‘whose: vanity she thought to

retaliate ufion;commitied the imprudenice of liestowing her hand

clandestinely upon hisrival’ a'yoing man'of showy preten= "

sions, hut without - fortune;  whose addresses-her parénts  had
forbidden. v [T

It would beirrelévant to'my plrpose to relate all'the cau- -
ses of the implacable displeasure of Mr. and 'Mrs. Douglas at
this rash™act, or to follow- their’ young, infatuated,” énce “ido-" -

“ lised Lauray through iis “train - of disastrons consequences;’

who, unforgivchn, 'soon ‘accompanied-her 'husband to” the ‘East
Indics'.”-' : L e e Sy g - i RN

" On hearing of hcr'(lc‘pd'r'llire,‘l\ﬁry stole, at dead (‘:f“night,

to a favourite haunt of her regrétted young lady called ¢ Lau-
ra’s Bower,” ond there committed ler first and only theftyin’
proseculion of a’cherished superstition.” This was the trans-
planting.of a flower,'to emblem tne-departed to 3 foreign land;
which; 1["done “with due observances relative to time, proper-
Ly, and'secrecy; its dioepingor flourishing leaves would faith=
fully continue 10 indicate the ‘condition of the absent one:-
Mary, as‘most approgriate; “cliose"a ‘rose’ plant, which “she
placed in her coltage window, ‘and” watched ‘and (ended

‘through several years, feeding her affectionate thoughts with .

‘associated favours, concerning ‘her whom it was set to com-’
‘memorate, without'having “obtained any sure intimation even
of -her being “in’ existence.’” That’cottage wi$ no longer the
same.’ - The vicissitudes” of, the interval had been” great to
“Voth parties: * Mury ‘had’ lost lier ‘father ani’elder brother
married, and becomc'a childléss widow, *~She was living in

‘another heme, but'on the'same Toad sidey and not far from the .

‘dwelling of her biith; her only: companions, ,her pdor imbe-

‘cile’ brother,and his constant” Tollower; a now aiged, 'wiry ter-". -

siier 3 e Bible, her $pinnning-wheel, and her treasured leafly

Tegretted mistress, under’ circwnstances “océasioning 4 more
‘than nige’days’ wonder amongst hér hamble neighbours.

“I'eannat, Ubelieve, more . briefly “and | graphically describe '
“this true incident, than by giving it'in‘the native words of the -

‘rustic’bard who'muade it ‘the 'subjéct “of a’well:remembered
ballad,entitled : !, 70 T T T

MARY?S ROSIE TREE.

« Wac’s me, my,bonrny rosie bush, -
That glinted :at ‘my hand .. .
Sac mony simmers; cheerily! ‘-
. Now, wha’s. dune’me this Wrang?
«0 Davig, feckless innocent !
I-ttow. it has been ye;
Nane else in‘a’ the: parishen’
Wad harmed my boanie trees”

1 stole it-frac my leddy’s bower,
In sorrow, no wi’ ‘shame;" .
. And set it-for a prophecy;
When she gaed far frac hame.

“lt was my pléasant company
Through mony..an ecrie. hour; .’

For,; ‘oh, her cen had tented it— - .
That was u sweeter flower, © - -0 . b

But the consequences of this disturbance exiénded firther.

oriele 5 when her secondimecting took place with’her loved

[N




