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own control and are officered by trusted
and experienced men ; accidents to them
being due to Providence and not to care-
lessness or incapacity of the men in charge
of them. On theother hand. in this mat.
ter of municipal insurance the mauicipal-
ity may have a most effective fire brigade,
but it cannot coutrol the carelessness of
houscholdets and othera; it can have no
knowledge of the thousand and one things
which szo to make up the ordinary chances
of contlagrations brenking out, and besides
would have all its risks within a very lim-
ited arcea, which might be swept in the
rery shortest space of time, and then all
the accumulaticns, possibly of years,
would vanish and in all probability a lar-
ger amount than that.

The committee appointed by the Toronto
City Council to consider the subject have
figured out, based on the average fire loss
of eight years, an annnal protit of $73,452,
after maintaining an cflicient fire brigade
and the nceessary oflicial staff, together
with the payment of interest on a million
dotlars of debentures to be sold and in

vested as a fire insurance reserve fund. )

But trouble will arise in the fact that
everyone will not be disposed to insure
with the city authorities aind, morcover,
all the compaaies are not likely to desert
Torontu, particularly when they see that
the oty acthorities must, in order to pro-
tect their risks, make the system of fire
protection even wore eflicient and compre-
hensive than it now is. We do not at-
tempt to consider the figures upon which
the committee base their recommendation
confining ourselves to & gencral outhne of
the scheme., We may, however, say that
we donot thin< it will work, but if l'o
ronto thinks it i3 possibic todo as iy pro-
posed we suppose the only thing for it
todo is to make the venture.

It is aunocunced that for some time a
New York insurance company has heen
doing juvenile life insurance business on
an extensive scale in Bay City, Michigan,
The consequence has been that several
hundreu risks were taken onchildren from
a yearold up tofifteenyears. Somefiveaud
ten cents a week covered the premiums,
the policies insuring for from $15 to $150.
Since 1the policies were taken out, not a
few children who happened (o be taken
sick have been atlowed todie from neglect,
presumably with the idea of collecting the
insurance. In one case for this reason, it
is nxid, onechild was deliberately exposed
to diptheria, The city bealth ofticer re-
perting on this subject says: *“On in.
quiry, [ have found that the lives of the
children have been insured in a company
which makes a specialty of this business,
and 1 am forced to the belicf that they
were neglected and that inuocent lives
were sacrificed to an insatinble greed for
gain.”  Uafortunately, neither the com-
pany uor any of the parents have so Iar
compronmiised themsclves as to become
amemble to the law. If they had, it
would afford satisfrclion to see some of
them brought to justice for the undoubted
crime which they have coolly and deliber-
ately conunitted.

SEALING BLUNDERS.

—

As per usual, there has Leen mnior
blundering, uncertaioty and delay in con-

pection with the Behring Sca sealing
instructions on the part of the Beitish
Government., As we have already srated,
Captain May, of ILM.S. Hyacinth, uncer-
tafa how to ac’, practically scized three

been sent up mervely to warn of the bhegin-
ning of the close season.  1fis action in
ordering tham tu report to the collector of
customws at Vieroria was ratified hy subse.
yquent instruciioas that they mu-t consider
themselves to have been seiz d. Then this
was foilowed by their absolute dis-
charge by the admiral commanding at
Isquimalc; but not until after it hal
been shown that, high handed as have
been the practices of the Americans in this
particular, they do things with nore con.
sideration, with more regarvd to right and
equity aud, in fict. bztter thau do the
British authorities. Moreover, in connec
tion with permits to allow vessels 12 pro
jceed North with their arms and sealing
cquipments uader cflicial seal so as to be
ready to enter Bohiring Sca the moment
the close seasont is over, the Awerican
authorities made every provision for their
s issuance 3 but it has only teen at the last
moment that the British Givernument ap
ipears o have deemed it worth while to
!ui\'c the matter consideration; and, in-
deed, had it not been for persistent and
urgent representations from this side, it is
almost sure that tne subject would not for
!:z moment have been thought of by the
' British Goverument. Thiy is one of those
pumerous things that are wonderfully
well calenlated to enconrageloyalty among
the people of the dependencies.

THE FLOODS.

Latest advices {romn the Fraser River in-
dicat=d a slight furthier rise; but this was
only to have been expected, owing to the
amount of water which had to come down
from the high levels. However, it would
appear that the worst of the inundation is
over—at least those who ought to know
S8y s0 -all the low-lying lands that were
likely Lo be affected having been reached,
The loss, it is expected, will not reach any-
taing like the high figures originally
estimated, and for the velief of the sufler-
ers the necessary arrangements have Leen
aud arc being made. It will, however,
take =ome time Lefore communications
can be restored to their former efficiency ;
but there is suflicient help at hand to carry
out all the nceded works.,  Indecd, there
isllkely to be too much of it, for advices
from the zouth show that many of the
unemployed are coming north in order to
take advantagze of the prospects which
there are for employment.

South of the liue, the flooded waters of
the Columbia, the Willamette and their
tributaries are subsiding, and soon it is
expected the more direct cvidences of the
great inundations will have disappeared.
But there will thien remain muci to make
good :—ruined crops, lost live stock and
demolished homes cannot be replaced
withcut considerable labor and effort,
while it will bethe true policy forbusiness
wmen and others to treat tenderly and con-
siderately for some time to come those
whnse bLelongings have Leen so woefully
wasied by agencies over which they could
| not possibly have any control.

YVictorin senlers which he had, it appears,-
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EDITORIAL COMME™T,

I'r cannot. be denied that the Provincial
Government have manifested commena.
able promptitude in their action in pro-
viding assistunce and relief for the sufler-
ers by the Iraser River floods. Instruc-
tions have, we notice, veen given to
commence as soon as possible, certain
works of reparation and in the meantime
to supply the nccessary accommodations
at once in the moxt prompt and con-
venient way possible.  The bridge over
the Thompson River, at Ashceroft, having
been carried away, o first-class ferry scow
is to be built immedintely and put at
once into operration as the entire trattic to
and from Cariboo, Lillcoet and other
sections is accustomed 1o piss this way,

INx connection with the short supplies
of meat which have been oceasioned by
the suspension of ruilway traflic on the
Mainlaud and the mmp ssibibity to get
cattie from the List to this market, Col-
lector of Curioms Milne, has been ofticially
notitied that the minety days’ quarantine
on eattle entering this port frem the
United States has heen raised temporarily,
and that eattle immediately after in-
spection here can, if 6it, be ~lauphtered
It would appear to be somewhat unfor.
tunate that it was ifmpossible to com-
municate with Austialia »o as to have
had supplies brought in by the steamer
which reached here from that coutitey
on Suunday night, asthe Arawa is credited
with having a very large cold storage
capacity.

Wi have again and again arged uapon
the authorities and the public the neces-
sity which exists for a wmore thorough
system of inspection at the quarantine
station, through, or rather the hands of
the quarantine cflicer of which, upon re-
peated occasions cmallpox has been allowed
to slip. Now it is anncunced that the
black plague ~ne of the most terrible
scourges o1 rsaste~n Countries, has broken
out at lHong Kong, from which vesselz are
coatinuaily utnung_hcrc, especiafly the
well known steamships of the C. PR,
Empress line.  These vessels, it is no-
torious, have on several occasions been
the meansof bringing in smnllpox. Itis
to ne hoped thay they will not also he
allovcd to carry among us the terrible
black plague, the havoe ciused by which
formns the story of seveal pathetic
chapiers of history.

Tue new Canadian textile tariff appears
to satisfy the British manufacturer-and
shipper, if it does not please thie Canadian
trzde. The Textile Manuraclurer of
Mauchester, say: of it: “Generally speak-
ing, the effect of the new measure will
be Leneficial for the trade with Great
Britain, and the reductions, as has been
pointed out, xrc. almost entirely on those
lincs of moods which Canada imporis from
this country. The examples given show
how sweeping -are the reduclions in
textile fabrics.  They show alsio that. the
Canadiaxn Government is secking to sub-
stitute ad valorest  duties for mixed
specitic aud ad valorem duties.” It will
be remembered that very recently the
leading cotton men of Eastern Canada
declared that the result of the present
tariff would be disastrous to their in-
terests. Underit they had already been
compelled 1o make heavy cuts and still
the Amcricans were in & position to enter
thc Cavadian market and undersell them,



