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Dispensing Counter.

Stamers Prut, Countir—According to
Buwa, an extremely useful wnd simple il
counter can be obtained by makmg a
shallow tray m the shape of an isosceles
trnangle.  If the pills are thrown into the
tray and shaken to the apex the first row
(n the apex) will contain one pill, the
sccond two, the third three, wnd so on.
‘I'he number of pills on the tray can
therefore be easily ascertained by count-
ing the rows and referring to a previously
cieulated table (Lharm. Lost, xaii.,
237)-

AN improved ointment jar has been
placed on the market by a German manu-
facturer which seems to possess distinet
advantages. A circular plate; which fits
snugly into the cylindrical jar, is provided
with a perpendicular rod with a serew
thread cut its entire Jength,  After setung
this in the jar the latter is filled with the
ointment and the peculiarly constructed
{id adjusted, and then a thumb screw is
applied to the protruding rod. Near its
periphery the lid is provided with an
opening closed with a screw-cap.  The
jar being completely filled, its contents
cannaot he influenced by the air, and this
condition is preserved to -the last, inas-
much as it is never opened for removing
a portion of the ointment, this operation
being effected by turning the thumb-
screw, when the contents will be forced
out of the small opening,.

Dispensig Dicitoxiy.—In ad-
ministering  digitoxin, which s wvery

soluble in water, care must he taken that
the vehicle is so adjusted in alcoholic
strength that  re-precipitaion does not
take place m the stomach, or a cumula-
tive physiological action from successive
cdoss may result.  Accordmyg to Conn
this.may be avoided by dispensing dgi-
toxin as follows : Digitoxin, 2 to 3 mtlle
grammes; chloroform, sin-tenths culne
centimetre ; alcohol, go  per cent. by
volume, 12 cubic centimetres ; distilled
ater up to 130 grammes.  Onethird
part to be taken for a dose (Kepert. de
LPharm., afier Scalpel.)

POWDERING CaMPHOR.—A writer in a
German journal says that if camphor be
powdered in the following manner it will
not  again  agglomerate: Dissolve  the
camphor in 134 parts of alcohol, precipi-
tate Ly the addition of four parts of water ;
collect the precipitate, wash with an
abundance of water and dry. By keep-
ing an account of the quantity of camphor
used, the quantity left in  the diluted
alcohol can be calculated, and this
solution used for making tincture, etc.

FORMULE FOR IMSPENSING ALUMNOL.
—(1), in the purc statc as a dust-
ing powder for venereal sores ; (2), mixed
with 8o to go per cent. of French-chalk
for burns ; (3), in 134 per cent. solutions

for washing excortations, acne or eczemat
ous surfaces ; (4), w from 2 to 10 per
cent. alcoholic sulution  for urticaria,
sycosis, etc.; (5), as an ointment, alum
nol, 10 pats, hard paratlin, 5 pans;
liquid vaseline o1l, 35 pants; anhydrous
woolfat, so parts, (6), as a collodion,
colludiun, 160 patts, castor oily 20 parts
alumnol, 18 parts. -Les Nowgeann Re
medes, January, 1893,

Mass ror  Mumcared  Boucts.—
Cacao  butter, 4 parts;  powdered
gum acacta, 2 parts. Mix mtmately and
add, with constant kneading, a mixture
of glycerin, t part; water, 2 parts. If
required, the quanuty of cacao butter
may be slightly increased.—2ritsher;
Rev. Lherapent., Fehruary, 1893,

Crrosore Mt Mass.—The Pkarm
centische Zeitschvift fur Russlond adds the
following to the hst of methods suggested
for preparing a durable and efficient creo
sote pill-mass @

Dissolve 2 parts of gelatin in 1 pant of
water and S parts of glycerin, by the aid
of heat, and let it stay.in the water bath
until all the water is driven off, which
may be ascertained by weighing the cap
sule and its contents. ‘o this  massa
gelatinosa add 30 parts of creosote, while
the mass is still warm, and keep the mix
ture in a tightly closed vessel. When
creosote pills are desired, they may he
prepared from this mass, every 4 parts of
which contain 3 pans of creosote, by add-
ing any desired vegetable powder.  The
journal adds that the pills keep well, and
that they may be coated by any of the
ordinary processes.

Tug Cank oF STock— ONeyeNts. —If
there ever were a - subject honey-combed
by the pen seratches of phamaceutical
writers, it is this same one --ointments.
When we consider that there are twenty
three official ointinents, besides being six
cerates which are of kin, it would seem
that so few in the matter of stock could be
casily handled.  But two ointments are
required to be freshly made, yet experi-
ence teact.es us that it is advisable to have
as many as possible 10 be eatemporane-
ously prepared.

To name he list of proposed ointment
cases wouid take almost a page of this
journal. It is hke remedics for an ail-
ment 3 the more extended the therapeutic
list, the more difficult to handle the trou-
ble. Just so with ointment cases. The
majority of U. S. P formulae call for bhen.
zoinated latd. This is often improperly
prepared, and, besides, the lard s not
what it should be.  Eaperience tells us
that it is hazardous to heat the lad of the
market 1o any high tempemture.  The
fact is, it is just as well 1o not even warmn
it.  The lasd carries a certain percent. of
water sometines, and is often a mixture
of vils brought.up to the required consist
ency and melting point by means of some
of the stearins. Heat dissipates the water,
meclting the stearin.  In cooling, the latter

crystatlize out, and the pharmacist has a
hopelessly  granular product.  Yet we
shall pass by all m this, ~ad speak only of
containers.

‘I'ne paper label for stock ointment jars
is very probably a thing of the past, for it
suun becomes grease saturated, the letters
growing obscute. ‘T'he  cuployment of
porcelain jars s notadvisable, for in time
the enamel cracks, admitting the oinunent
to the porous intetior of which the jar is
composed, where it rapidly becomes ran.
cd by oxidaton. The glass label fast-
encd on with cement is a falure. 1 you
stran a warm, melted cerate like cerat,
resiie into the shop jar having a glass
label fastened on by cement, the wax
melts or softens, and the label either drops
off or gets out of lme. "Thete seems to be
no alternative but to turn in the matter
of containers to glass-—cither blue, opal,
amber or nulk, or cryolite ware.  Either
or all are good.  The white ware 1s neat,
yet 1s qute bnttle, owing to the large
quantity of ovtde, usually zinc, added
order to give the ware an opaque white
color. The lettered ware with  letters
blown in the glass and ground on the face
sundar tu the reagent bottles 1s the best
modern achicvement.  This can be im-
proved upon, in the opitnon of the writer,
for the lettering lacks clearness.

To color with pant the ground surface
of the letters is quite a prece of work, be-
sides hemg casily worn off.  Now, if the
manufacturers would only mdent these
same rased letters, or have indented let-
ters blown.in the ware, and fill up the de-
pressed spaces or letters with a plastic
cement, which would, upon drying, harden
hke stong, 1t would be all that 1s desired.
Such a paste could be made of glycenne,
or htharge, or any dry pigment massed
with varnish, and could be colored brnl-
liant ycllow, red, or black as desired.
‘The letters then would be of a contrast-
ing color and mdestructble, besides cap-
able of bemyg reparred with new cement
when needed. It might be possible to
bake the color i, but hardly pracucable,
for the heating of glass 1s not a cheap mat-
ter, bemg less casy of accomphishment
than if the ware was of porcelun.  An.
other destderatum would be a cover made
of some material that is difticult 10 break,
Every ointinent shelf bas a few jars with.
out hds—broken by the hoys always—
and looking in the row like so many sol-
diers wath their hats gone.—/2 7% Greensn
Lactfic Druggist.

A New Comrousn.—The product of
the interaction of acetanmilid and mercurnic
acetate is, according 1o Pescs, paramercur-
wiphenylencdiacety lmercundianumontum
acciate. I this should be put forward as
a new remedy, we trust @ shorter name
will be found for it

Disulled water from which all gases had
been set free, protected by covenng ot
with oi!, has been frozen by Promgn with.
out any dilatwn of the volume vrigmally
taken.



