THE GOOD

Mankind give God’s reproofs; but this
*n3wer will not pase when God , comes to
feprove,

4. There are men’s answers at the last
day: Matt. vii. 52, “Lord, Lord, have |
:Le bot prophesied in thy name? and in{
.Y name have cast out devils? and|
0 thy name have done many wonderful |
Works§”  God comes and reproves them, |
2d they plead their duties, their works.
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general reproof is by the curse of the law,
the sanction of the law; the particular re-
proof is by the application of the word to
the conscience. 3. God reproves us in
general judgments: “ O Lord, when thy
hand is lifted up, the inhabitants of the
earth should learn righteousness.” All

(the dispensations of God that are dread ful

t will not do. « I never knew you: de- and terrible in the world, we ought every

Patt from me, ye that work iniquity.”

one to take them as reproofs for sin, and

Chere are the common answers men in I not put the evil day farfrom us, nor think

e - .« .

%iv:: tiou(lfé da:vlv(lixeﬁmll??;;i&vzdthsp]ms, t there are not any calls of God in them to-
! B! 1 0 em—| ox s b ;
ither they excuse themselves, with Adam, ! wards us. 4. God reproves us by parti-

or justify themselves, with Jonah, or pro- cular afflictions, trials, chastisements, in
{Dlse better things, with false flattering i our persons, in our relations, in things that
Srael, or plead what good things they . befall us in this w'orld; the end of them
ave done, All these things will fail us;;is toreproveus. The firstTanguage where-
ich leads me to the last ohservation.  : with affliction upon a person or in a family
ere is but one answer that will hold, | opens its mouth in conscience is, “ Thou
but gpe good answer that is to be made | At a sinner;” as the woman, when her
Ut God when we are to be reproved by : child died, said untothe prophet, ¢ O thou
m, and that is this,—free justification in : man of God, art thou come unto me to
the blood of Jesus Christ. ‘What shall 1:call my sin to remembrance, and to siay
‘:"8\\‘er when I am reproved?  T'ruly this, | My son #"—1 Kings xvil. 18, The breth-
€ Whose heart is lifted up is not up- cren of Joseph, as soon as they fell into
ght in Lim: but the just shall live by “ trouble, say, *God hath called our sin to
UL And the apostle, in three or four - remembrance.”  Oue great end of affliction
:?;’::ral Places, doth prove that this resoln- {18 Lo reprove for sin. ]
the of the prophelt n_lten'd's fa_lth t'hat is'  Now, I sav there is no other _answer,
Moo:]neans of our free justification in the when God thus reproves in  conscience, to
and of Jesus Christ. ~ This is the great - be given, but only the plea of pardon of
un 0"}}' answer poor sinful souls caninake sin and free justification of our souls by the
to (30(1 when reproved. blood of Jesus Christ. The apostle tells
Will a little open it unto you by show- " us so, Rom. iii. 19, “ Now we know that
'8 You how God reproves us, and whence | what things soever the law saith, it saith
18 that this is our only answer. “to them who are under thelaw: that every
26 od reproves us four ways:—1. Inimowh may be stopped, and all the world
SOheral, by the curse of the luw: « Cursed ' may become guilty before God”  od
t‘hi:f‘r’e",\' one that continueth not in all | gives reproofs by the law; what is the
8 which are written in the book of issue? Every mouth is stopped; all the
re;“lo“:;', to do ghem.” T})is is Gc_)d’s great | world becomes guilty before  God.  Must
We alf i'Of all sinners.  Under this reproof | they lic always so? s there no answer
. A0 he. Truly, he that cannot answer! to be given before God? no relief? No,

sp’;"ﬁlproof of God will be cast out as a'!saith he; but we are  justified freely 1‘,5'
o c. 58, S"lf'co"dem'}ed person. 2.1 his grace, through the redemption that s
of ulepl‘OVes us by partacularqpplzcatzons in Jesus Chm.t.” verse 24, Here the
Speciui word of the law, finding out our | mouth of the sinner is opened again, here
aviz 8in8; as when the prophet came to | is something for him to plead. But take

» and told him “ thou art the man.”
s ae“ In the preaching of the word there
¢ atpptli::atlon made unto the souls of men,
that ey are the persons that are guilty,

a peculiar reproof of God.  The

him by himself under God’s reproofs by
the law, and every mouth is stopped, and
that to eternity, and that with a sense of
guilt; all the world becomes guilty before
God. Jour OwEN,




