
BOOKA AND NOTIONS.

laper. ink and hmfdmfg have beconme much
che.iper. The clas ti paper prescribecd
in tle contrart 1s clcaper by ai least two
cent-% a potindtl ttan il wvas when the con-
tract was made. What mîakcs a further
shrnkage mn the tst of production is the
fart tchat the threc pblibah1îîng firns combine
tu buy their paper, and thus by tlle large-
ncs% of thicr orders. secure the highcst dis-
count. These ctimtafnces, and others
antecedenlt to then existing aI the lime of
the çontr.a t. appear to wtarrant the blhef
ta the book%. without any lowerng in the
qualîy ofi them, (an be suîîpplied Ko the con-
sumer for Iess than they now cost hiîîn.

Whiatever may result fron the prescnt in-
qulry, wlhcthcr il docs or does not bear out
the opinion of the Dcpartment and the pub.
lic that the prices aie tou high, one thing it
cannot do : i cannot make the contract con-
siderate of <he traders' interests. In the
opinion if the Dlepartment the public has
înot been sufficiently c-ons.idered, and that
opinion i% now being examnincd. But it is
manifcst to any one that the trate lias been
ignored. Thr minimum rate of discount
lias been fixed, and the holders of the
monopolv have it in their choice Ko increase
that discounit. This is almost equivalent to
inaking the discount immiioveable in cither
dirrction, 'o that it, ectreie lowness will be

pbrcserved. In the next place any onc may
buy a dozen book> or more as cleaply as
the retailer may. This is a menace to the
very e.istencc of a school.book trade, inas.
much as by it every twCItl person mîîight be
a retailer. Again, the prices. are liiitcd up.
wards, buit not downwartls. Telie bookseller
who relies on one lne of goods for a living
trade, nay find imiiînsclf undersold by. a gen-
cral dealr utie door Ko hon, who cai buy
at as Iow a price as tlle bolok:eller and can
sell at a loier prte, liasiuc h as lie can
look for prorit on oither hne% than books,
whilo the bookseller cannot.

ASSOCIATION MEE INGS.
The secutive comittee has I ci work

ing hard thi ionth. They havelie a num-
ber i infornial imeetings and vari us sub.
conimittes have been performig nu icrous
duties.

A metinal metg of the Coma:ttee was
ield ai BooKS ANDi NOTtONSoffice on April

z5, nsthi Mr. A. .,. Irvng in the chair. A
letter was tead foni lresidenit Il. Fred.
Sharp saymig that the Ntmiiister of Edlucation
wanted rcprl.esitatives to give evidence be-
fore the Royal Commission tu ieet shortly
to contielor Ielither any change should be
made in the pr es of the l'ulîlt Shool
readers. 'lr. Sharp suîgges.ted that ain effort
be made to secure ail iiicret.edI discount to
the trade. It was statcd that a1 representa-
tive of BtoKs AND NotIONs hlad been iii-
fornicd by the Miinister of Education that lie
had il in bis liands to increase lte discount
ta the trade if necessary. li consequence
the Executive appointed Nfessrs. Wallace

and Wilson a sub-coiimittee ta interview
the Minister on the question. As there were
io further communications romi the Post-
master Gcneral regarding the reduction in
the postagc on foreign penodicals, the meet-
ing than adjournîcd to await the report of the
(ommiitte appointed to see the %I;nister of
Edication.

Another meeting was leld ai this office on
Tuesday, Airil 29. Mr., Wilson reported
that lie and Nfr. Wallace liaid scen the Miii-
ister of Education on Saturday. lie re-
ceived thcm vcry kindly and arranged to
discuss the question with a deputation on
Monday, May 5th, at p. i. It was decided
therefore tu invite the city retailers and as
many as could come frot outside to as-
semble ai the Departimint-on that day. It
was arranged that Messrs. Wallace and
Wilson should have an interview with the
publbshers of the Readers, and that Messrs.
Wallace and lorter should sec that the city
retail trade were well represented on the de.
putation before the Minister. The Minister
will be asked to give an increased discount
on lublic School Readers of 25 per cent. to
the retailers and 33! ta the jobbeîs and a
cash discount of 5 per cent. and a decrease
in the amount of fromi Si,ooo ta $500.

The following gentlemen gaticred at the
Etdurational Departmcnt on Monday last:
Messrs. Wallace, llaskett, Porter, Suther-
land,Wilson, and McLean, (Sec.-Treas.), To-
ontn;Day and Nelles, Guelph; Cranston and
Enslie Galt; for the retailersand MIessrs. C.
M. Taylor and J. F. Ellis for the jobbers.
Letters of regret that they could not bc pre.
sent wcre tend fron R.S. Cormnack, Whitby,
A. Robinson, Belleville, Wm. Middleton,
Kingston, and J. Eastwood, lamilton.
President Sharp wrote that lie could not ar-
rive in time unless lie left honte on Saturday.
The Minister of Education reccised the dep.
utation cortenusly. Mr. Nelles who was
Chairman made a few general remaiks on
the question, and called upon Mr. Day
who made out a gond case for the re-
tail trade. lie pointed out that it cost the
retail dealer 20 per cent. to do business,
and thcre was thercfcîre no profit in read.
ers witlh only a 20 percent. discount,especially
wlen they hal to give that discount, and
pay the freight to some of their custoiers in
villages near by. Mr. C. M. Taylor said that
il rost the wholesale trade 17,t per cent. to
do busmness and with the present discounts
they could not make a profit on the readers.
lie coiplained of the unfair way in which
the joblers were treated by the Schol Ilook
Combine. Mr. Ellis said the rcquest of
the trade for nc.reased discounts nas re-
asonable, and the publishers could easi-
ly afford to grant them ; he showed that
since the contract was made the cost of the
paper in the readers hiad been reduced fron
10 to 74 c. per lb.; ink fron $.25 to 40c.
pet lb. cloth from 5, to 43c. and the board
was also cheaper. Mr. Wilson said that
retailers in the States had a much larger dis-

count than we were asking, and Mr. Day re-
minded the Minister that on the old series
of school bonks they hai a discount Of 33il
to 5a per cent. Replying to the deputation,
Mr. Ross said lie thcught the request wvas a
fair one. lie would not promise that ans-
thing coild be donc in the discounts on gene-
ral school books until the expiration of the
present contracts in :89K, but he would en- b
deavor ta secure better terms. e proiised,
however, that if it were at aIll possible, thtat
he would give them a 25 per cent. discount
on readers.

DUTY ON BOOK PLATES.
Until the revision of the tariff proposed in

the budget for this year, the duty on electro-
type, stereotype or celluloid plates of stand-
ard books was ten per cent. ad valorem. elie
new tariff bill containied no explicit reference
to any alteiation in this duty, but custonis
officiais have held that there was an implica,
lion of one in item i50 of the bill, which
reads as follows: "Stereotypes, electrotypes
and celluloids for almanacs, calendars. illu-
strated pamphlets, newspaper advertise-
ments or engraving and aIll other like work
for commercial tradte or other purposes not
elsewi-here specified and matrices and copper
shells of the saie-2c. per square incb.'

In the words "or other purposes not ese-
wliere specificd" collectors hold plates for
books are included, as such plates are not re-
served in any other clause of the bill. Con-
sequently ever since the appearance of the
budget :c. per square inch has been collect-
cd at our ports on all such book plates.

In committee of the House, the Minister
of Finance moved "tthat the item imposing
a duty of la per cent. ad valorem on stereo-
types, electrotypes, and celluloids for stand-
ard bocks be anended so as ta iake the
duty two-thirds of a cent per square inch for
these articles which werc in whole or in part
of metal or celltiloid." Th i esolution was
carried.

'Tie item, however, impasing this ad
valoren duty is tint te be found in the new
tariff bill, but is in the old one. Evidently
the Mimister felt that this clause in the old
tariff bill iad not beenamiended by the clause
in the new one before quoted as that upon
which collectors are now otroceeding to tax
standard books. Therefre, until this
amendment in comnittee of the House, the
duty on plates of standard works must have
been ten per cent. The duty of 2c. per square
mch nianifestly refers ta advertising matter.

The deternination of the duty on plates
of standard books docs not settle the full
question between the collectors and the im-
porters. Plates orbooks that are not sta.nd-
ard will still be rated by the former as fall-
ing under the budget clause fixing the duty
at 2c. per square inch. Tlat is, the duty on
such plates is tbe bthree times that on plates
of standard books. No doubt the question
will soon be settled upon some importer's
appeal against 2c. a square inch on plates of
non-standard bonks.

Thealteration in the method oflevying the
dut), wli-i substitutes a space basis for the
value basis of duty calcufation, will not miake
much difference to the importer of standard
plates. Tht change is made ta secure the
amoiunt of duty originally contemplated and
yielded a la per cent. rate. A change in the
manufacture of stereotypes bas lately re-
duced the weight and the duty has shrunk
in correspondence with this. The two.
thirds of a cent duty is expected to restare
the old duty merely. ,


