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Tux RxuasoN Wav.-It no doubt appeared str'ange
to inany of our readers, that the October number of
Booxs AND NoTioNs, though dated the day of the
Campbell failure, did not contain any notice of the
ovent.

While the journal was on tho press, it was learned
that ini all likeliliood the failure would tako place iu-
suediately. The intention thon was to issue a supple-
ment, and send it ont with the rogular numxîber, but
on calling on the menbers of tho finm, thoy refused
ta say anything, and no reliable information could be
obtainîed outside. So it was deeied advisable,'parti.
cularly, as the daily palpers gave full accounts, ta wait
the issuo of this nuber.

POSTAL IREoULATIN.-Not long sinco a packet

consisting of on.e book, was sent by pust in the usual
way by a ten cent staimp, which was the correct pust-
age by weight. It was detained at its delivery office,
for a further postage of fL9 cents, because the book
was written on- th said writing being throe pencil
marks on the fly-leaf-i n /-ropresenting the price
of the book, by the seller's private marks.

A complaint was made to the local Postmaster, and
fron his ruling to the Uniited States Postnaster Geui-
eral, whus reply was that " the charge was justified,
there appearing three marks (prico) on the fly-leaf of
the buuk. This, it will bo ubserved, was in tie United
States, su that parties sending buoka thereto, nîeud bu
very particular un this point. Tho Canadian regula-
tion is thera îinust bu " nu vriting, nor any coiuniii-

cation of the nature of a letter " vi a book packet.

Ttii FAILUR.-By the distinctivo namo of " The "
wu characterize the failure of James Campbell &
Son, publishors and wholesale booksellers and sta-
tioners of Toronto.

It is the failure by reason of its wide-spread and
calanitous effects on the book-trado of Canada, caus-
ing serious loss, and in many cases disastrous bank-
ruptcy.

The firm a long timo in existence, had an honoured
namo at home and abroad, until the consummation of
the ovil inner workings of the concera was brought
to light through the assignment made on the 15th
of last monthi.

The firm has been in questionable repute as to its
financial standing for somte years ; therefore, when
the failure was announcod, it did nOt, at least among
the wholesale trade, cause any great surprise, though
it was ontirely unlooked for just at the time it took
placq.

The origin of the groat deficiency is said to have
occurred some years ago, through the .carelessness of
management of one of the partners of the firin.
It has been going froni bad to worse over since, until
no longer being able to meut payments, an assign-
ment was made, when the fact became publie pro-
perty (hitherto known to at least some1 of their
opponents in trade), that a large proportion of the
booksellers and stationers in Canada had been
foolish enough to give the firn accommodation paper
to a considerable extent.

At first the paper was given, as a general thing,
through good nature and confidence in the naine of
James Campbell, and when objection was made to
renewals or the giving of additional amounts,
threats of forcingpayments of indebtedness made the
reluctant retail merchant do the bidding of the firin,
who now had becone master.

It is the old, old story, and, as far as we can learn,
without a redeeming featuro. The whole thing was
donc with the eyes of the financial manager of the firmi
fully open -knowing that the firm was hopelessly in-
solvent, and that those who were aiding in tiding over
the difficulties.were but bringing ruin on thenselves.
There might bu suoe palliation for the offonce had
thora been any hopejin the future.

Bad there, for instance, been any chance of ob-
taining mure capital, or of selling the business with
its goud-will (which might have been supposed to
have bean worth considcrable)-this has been the
case in other somnewhat similar instances-then there
might bo considered to be some e.xcuse, but we can-
not luarn that stich was the caso.

Wlile blanu is justly attached to the firi, others
mîîust alsu bear the udiumn uf the failuro of the retail
dealers. As already menti>ned, the fact of accommo-


