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Our obeject in that country is in no sense merely to make a show or a noise.
It is not to gather a large crowd of people in our places of worship, or te
assemble a given number of hundreds in our schools. If by dealing.with
one tithe of the numbers, and contenting ourselves with the humblest ac-
commodation, we can, under God, bring one more soul te Christ, we are
bouud tò be thankfuil te Him for the smaller number in attendance, and the
mneaner buildings, and to remember His own words, that the kingdom cometh
not with observation. You will observe I do not affiriX that a meagre
attéhd'ance at our church meetings and schools is the preferable altein-
tivé; but I do say that we are liable to be greatly deceived, afid
most bitterly disappointed, if, in a country like Spain (wherò m4niy
peopleare apt to supyboe that their me^re anti-Popery and Iepublicaiisi
and -love of political freedoin are entirely akin te our evangelical Pròii-
antisim), we are satisfied with crowd's of listeners. By all means be th"ù-
ful"fo' numerous audiences and crowded séhools, but bear with us when we
say beware of what may be fictitious and illusory in mere multitude; fàr
were circumstanées to arise whicf would disp'erse the croWd so that it
shiuld'neveï retùrn, the only permanent good that would survive Would be
inthéfew (perhaps very few) who had come te Christ, aà'wellias to ykn
and tayour plcé 'of worship. I say all thesethings, being strongIy con
viined<1) that we are not called to expend thousands of pounds on atitèc-
tiféchuh buildinga,to draw crowds who niay only come and go; aW (2
that'Wé íit hperiaps see better what good we are really doing by a'lea
ambitiou'ssysteni. To g into veiy plain and if necessary limited actonibib-
datin, with thòse who will follow you tliere, may enable you more ehilQy
te disérimrinate betiween those who are drawn by*your message, and thliQe
wh'aré pranipted by curiosity, or dislike the priests, or by fancied political
affihit«."

Wë quote tiese words because tliy have been verified in different
partà of pain since they were written, and have in more than one instaiee
been fulfiled to th'e letter. The most popular preachers in Spain ceasedtoe-
tain the crowds whio gathered aroundthem atthe beginning. Even Carraso's
congr ation did not retain its earlier dimensions, and the same remark may
be made of that of Senor Cabrera. As a general rule, attendance on Piro-
testànt service bas largely declined ; and yet we believe the cause of Spanish
Protestantism is at this hour more healthy and promising than ever it has
been. We foünd this conclusion on what we believe te be au improved
selectiess in the character of the communicants, and on the advance of
native.agents in Christian knowledge and experience as well as in ntunib;.
lu about twenty different towns and cities in Spain small congregations
have been established ; in these places about twenty-five missionaries frôm
Europe and America are labouring in various forms, and a rather larger
nuniber of native Spaniards are employed lu preaching. Not a few pro-
mising schools under qualified teachers bave been establishred, affording- a
Christian education to an increasing number of the young. The grand
deaideratum is a more advanced and earnest Christiau life ; and therefore
ourpriniary duty is to wait prayerfully upon the Lord, and to cry, < Corte
from the four wind0, O breath ! Breathe upon the:e slain, that they may
live."


