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tractions of which accomplish this movement to discover the firat traces of opacity in the
before the head is in any way ongaged with Ions.
the pelvic brim. In the treatment of cataract, th( first and

When labour commences the uterus assumes all-iaport:mît point to decide is, 1 iether the
an ovoid forra. The contractions are not con- structures po.sterior to the lens are in a healthy
fined to the fundus alone, but nlso affect the condition or not. In the carliest stages of the
cervix and lower part ; consequently. vhen disease this point May be accurately determined,
the inforior portion of the u:erus contracts but in the later stages it is a question which
laterally, pressuro is made directly on the fore- will oftentimes confound the most expert. The
head and occ'iput of the child, the effect of tlirce means usually resorted to by practical
which is t, thro-v the head into a state of oculista for discovering the condition of the
flexion, which brings the long diameter of the Ions, and aserainig accutcey tle dcgree of
head iLto tne long diameter of the uterus; visuai per, are
a position which it as naturally assumes under of oblique illumination. This
uniformu contractions of tu uterus, as an oblong niet.iod is iiest practised i a darlccncd roorn;
or ovoid pessary takes its position in the a lvnîp is plactA at the sidu and a littie behind

l nvmetatfexo boin.i tlx itint, rii the surgeon, witi thre niirrer
his movement of flexion being due, there- ci thi olîtltalmoscopu, directs a pencil of raye

fore, to the cause just mentioned, any wanut of on to flueye. Iistead. iowever, of iooking
contraction in, or irregular action of, the uteras, througl the central aperture of tue mirrer, lie
must necessarily nu8a a failure in its accom- 1eo1e ou aIl aides ofit, mii receives he raya
plishment. __liquely reiicel. lu this way, or by holding

a light lateruliy or iii fronut of the oye, in a

ON CATARACT. darkened rooin, and interposing a leus, beau
focus tue coîuceiiîr:ted rays of liglît upori ariy

BY W. B. SLAYTER, M. D., part of the lens or ils capsule, and so discover
8uaoicoxr i sz cr Il. the sliTlin.s: trace of HosmAL.

2iid.--By olpu tliainioscolpi eoxaminaion.-
Of all diseases of the eye, cataract is perhaps This metlod is chietlv appjie.ahle ii the eariiest

the most distressing to the patient. The know- stages of the i ,lîeu tic fuiîdîîs of he
ledge that ono is steadiiy and surely becoming e-ecar bo iigiited nii by ic passage of raya
totlay blind, together with the uncertainty ' rougA the Jeu». Wlîn tlis eau ho doue
attending ail operative procedures, renders a mucli valualle information %vili ho aflurded.
porson suffering from this disease truly misera- 3rd.-Wlien he ion8 is tiorougîly dense
ble. So much bas been written on the suhject and t e condition of ihe rztina unkeown, a
that it la scarcely toho expectcd tuat anytliing caretul exarnination of ue retinai tioslliene s
new can bo brought forward; 8tili, n m brief by pressure, will be Most useful.
glarce at tho subject, and the naotes of a few It is a ell known virtue of te relina, hat
cases which have beon iînder My care in this the presence o a souie b ndy i tho oye pro-
iy, May not h unintoreseig te the reeers ofh e loin

the PROVINCIAL MEDICAL JOURSAL. appotrouîco is trat of a brllia t wite ioflae,
Cataract was describod as a discaso of tho and partakes the shape of th co pressing

crabiiqieens,ecint.ortItenamehofGlaukhmaiby body.
lippocrates; but frons tho time of Galon up lh. Serres, wlo or:s ivstîetd the eye, i

t, tho bogikning ed the r8th cenaury, teirpoine he cfrotal,
ef the disease was almost eritirely forgotteri. produced by pressure ovor thse tepper and raid-
it was not until 1708 that the profession gene- die part of the ball boneailu tue oye brows;
rally, adopted tho idea that it as a discaso of te jugal, y pressure oui t oe lwer aund aiddle
the len8 or ita capsule, and tluat vision could part of the bal; tie temporal, over tissoer-
take place without the aid of the lens. tien of tho ext reclus mbit tho bail; auîd the

We are iridebted tt Boisseau, Maitre-Jan nasal, over i atg h f t e int rectus. Wlîen ail tue
anid Mery, for flrst advocatirig this doctrine, pliosphenes are 1 ;roduccod tho reu.iîa May ho
and to Petit for putting il practicaiy t2 the considered vr y oaphthy, anuic proportion as
test, by extrac.iig a cataractous leris. they are feeble, or parialily prent, or alit-

Uritil a fe-w years ago, cataraot. in its 'earlier getiier absent, is tlîo judgunerit uuifavourabie.
stages, was cortainiy an obscure disease, and The treofMet ndopted by einost nil Modem
lifficuit to diagnose. Numnberiess pages have oculists is extration, ii preforence te reclina-

been written, givitg ail sorts of symptos and tion, drilli or breakift down, except in soft
tests for discovering lt, but net until the inven- cataract in ctlhsdren, wlien boa yxis la
tion o the Ophhalmoscope have we bee able usualy empoyed. Te operation for extrac-


