
POSITtON OF THE FETUS IN UTERO.

uteris, -we can mwv turn our attention to the lower pole of
the fetus, and iii. studying its position we Vill first make use
of the superficial pudie, or pawlic's grip. It is made by the
fingers of the right hand. Place hie thumb over the right
Poupart's ligamenit, and ihe fingers over the left. Now

gently sink them down andcl approximate them so as to grasp
the lower pole of the fetus. Sometimes the layer of fat iii
the abdominal w-all will obscure w-hat you are feeling, and in
these cases yon can often improve the condition, by trying to
jnsert -our fingers in the interval between the fat and tlie
ligament so as to lift the pad of fat up out of the -way.
(Mellvraith. l tihis locality yen woulld either grasp the
head or the breech. The breech is imucli larger, more in-
definite, much softer, less movable and presents no sulcus as
one would feel between the head and the anterior shoulder,
while the head is mucli smaller, is more movable, anîd presents
the characteristic cannon-ball feeling wh i ch is so easilV learned
and is so impossible to mistake for any other part of the
fetus. By using this grip w-e can cleterinîje thirteen diagnostie
points:

. Whetler it is a breecli or head presentation, as alreadv
described.

2. It is especially useful to distinguisli a normal rom an
abnornal head presentation. because by thiis meas s-ou cau
diagnose between vertex, brow aid face presentations, by
observing tli ative position of the clin and tie oceiput
above Poupart's ligament. By occiput is meant the pro-
ininence of the occipital protuberance. In a normal case the
head beirg -well 1kexed, the fragers will naturally Sik dper
on the side of fle occiput than lhey vwill on fle side oif the
flexed chini. (See diagram 1.) However, if tle chîîi beeoimes
extended you will get a brow presentation, ihe occiput will lc
Thrown back. and it will be equally easy for yon to sink wur
lingers on either side. Exaggerat* this a littie more aid you
get a face presentation. and tis time th chin being fully
extended, the fingers sink muore easily on its side tlian îthey
do upon tle side whili is now inostly oecnpied by tlie occiput
(Diagram 3), or. according to Jewe-tt, If ie clin lies
higler tian fli occiput it is a vertex (Diagram i1): if both
are af flie same level, it is a lrow, and if thef c.hin is lower
than tlie occiput it is a face presenation." (By : higer "
.Tewett menans nearer to lic fundns uCri.) (Diagrain 3.

3. Tf flc chin can be felt anmteorlv tlie case must be an
occipital posterior, because tie back of the head iS against the
posterior wall of the iîterus.


