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'DYSMENORRHEA.
The fact that the majority of women suﬂ'er more
~or less from dysmenorrhoea makes it a subject of
 deep interest to the profession.” In an able paper

. read before the Obstetrical Society of London, last -

- year, Dr: John Williams points out that its most
- serious form is met with chiefly-in the unmarried,
. which renders a complete mvest]gauon difficult;”
. He divides dysmenorrheea into two classes : pri--
. mary-and acquired. The latter are few, only abou‘t‘
1t0 4o of the former.. Dr. W. thinks ovarian
..pain or inflammation rarely cause dysmenorrhoea,
f.'but rather consequences of: 1t PR
' _The doctor is not in favor of the mechamcal
»‘ theory of causation, as in his investigations-he has -
,ffound there was stricture of the canal, though: the’
" rarely round- cervical osse were present, Irnperfect
_development of the uterus was frequently: found o
- exist, and accounts for the frequency of dysmenor-
. theea "among delicate ‘ill-developed . girls: .. The"
; prospect of the paper favors constxtunoual rather
thau mechanical treatment, . G T
The following are- Dr Wllllams conclusmns
I. Dysmenorrhoea should be studled ﬁrst under

ooy

ot

the least comple( condltlons——m smgle women. e

2. Dysmenorrhoea in smcle Women s ra.rely
(‘qlured, it'is almost mvarlably pnmary, Y.l',, 1t
ppeals w. 1th the menstrual functlon

3 Dysmenorrhoea in a few, but rare, cases

‘spontaneously a few. years after puberty

4. Mamage, if sterile, aggravates the disorder

_in many.cases; it is_only very seldom that 1t re-

lieves the pain. L
" 5. Child- bearmg cures:a large number of cases,

-and it-is not 1mposslb1e that were all puerperal

comphcatlons excluded it. Would cure every case.:

‘6. The propomon of sterile’ to fertlle Women,

- subjects of” pnmary dysm°norrhoea, is oue 'to:

twelve :
7. Menstruatlou bevms in women who become
suﬂ'erers from pnmary dysmenorrhoea. at§ about

‘the estimated average .age for 'the appearance of

the functlon in London

8. Menstruatxon is regular in about two thrrds
of the cases ;. 1rreorular nr about one-thlrd

9 “The menstrual ﬁurd is profuse in about two-
ﬁfths of the cases, and scanty in aboiut one—half

»It coutams clots or. shreds in about three-fourths

o The. chancres which tal.e place in -the: ﬁu1d
in the course of dysmenorrhoea are; vanous, and can-
.mot at present be c]assﬂiedr ‘

I1, The uterus is lmperfectly‘developed It may
be ‘too short, or too small in volume, or it maybe
defecuve in both" respects The jcervix may; be
comcal ‘and the os small’ and j.round, but
stncture of the canal in a.ny part of 1ts course 1s

mﬁmtely rare

12, The chanves m the uterus due to“dysmenor- .

‘rhoea are slight hypertrophy, erosmn and evers1on
~of the mucous- membram of the cerv;x, and. catarrh

The cav1ty mcreases but lxttle ‘in length for after



