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210 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

ma, with numerous tubercle corpuscles scattered through it. The kid-
ney itself was of the usnal size and presented nothing remarkable.

On proceeding toremove the right kidney the supra-renal gland was
found also much enlarged, but so much softened as to render it impos-
sible to removae it entire. It was so soft as to be easily broken down
betweon the fingers. Tubercles in the process of sottening were dis-
tributed through the cortical portion of the organ.

"The brain was examined and found healthy.

The foregoing case differed materially from those of Dr. Addison’s,as
regards tho deepness of the integumental discoloration, if weare to take,
as fuithful, the representations made by tho artist for his monograph.
There wus certuinly a goneral sallowness, which was not, on the pa-
tient’s owu testimony, his natural coraplexion, but this did not amount
to more than what we observe in various cuchectic conditions of the
body. Tho true browning was limited to the places mentioned in the
notes of tho cuse. The spots onthe surfuce of the chest with their
mealy desquamation, were such as I have been accustomed to regard
as pityriasis versicolor, when it is of a brownish tint. I regrel now
that 1 did not examine for the fungus discovered by Eichstadt. For, if
thut had been found, it would huve assisted in determining a question
which hus yet to be worked out, viz: Is there auy conucotion between
those diseases, characterized by disordered chromatogenous functions of
the skin, which are known under the different names of melano-
pathia or nigrities ; melasmnn or pityriosis nigra ; pityriusis versicolor, chlo-
asma, maculwe hepatica, mveulie gravidurum, &e., and disease of the
supra-renal capsules? 1 have now a case under observation which,
shoulc it pursue the usual futal course of supra-renal disease, will tend to
throw somo light on the subject.

The most marked symptom in Fraser was certainly the peculiar sen-
sation of pain which he experienced i the epigustric region. When
questioned a3 to his feelings he invariubly referred to it as the only con-
dition which was worthy of attention. The cougl, though very se-
vere, aud dehility, though well marked, were not the subject of com-
pluint. Ilis constant appeal was, “relieve me from this pais and Il
be comfortnble.” And when the dull gnawing, depressing sensation at
all abated from the aclion of medicines, he became comparatively cheez-
ful. 'The relation of the supra-renal capsules to the sympathetic sys-
tem, sufficiently rccounts, in my estimation, for the character and per-
sistance of this sensation,

The fuct of the othernauctless glands exhibiting departures from a
normal condition, is rather interesting® The thymus was long and



