
ORICINAL COMMUNICATIoNS.

The mortality at the difTerent hospitals averages 1 in 1.07-the
greatest (1 in 9.06) beinîg at the Uotel-Dieu--the least (1 in 15.09) at
the hopital Cochin.

In closing, I cannot refrain from again allding to, and censuring,that
direct infringement of all Ilygienic law, by whici 80, 90, or 100 sick per-
sons are confined in a not over-cheerful or too vel ventilated room.
The wholesale manner in which patients are prcscribed for, rnight aiso,
with advantagc to them, he changed. Nor wouild the immense number
oi 2tidents wlo frequent the hospitals be injured thercby, for it mustbe
appareat to all who have given the Icast attention to the subject, that
more reA good is to be derived t rom the careful study of a few select
cases bro ight togeti:nr in a clir ical ward, (as is the cnC iin the Gerinan
hospitals, and those Urnii ones into which the late Dr. Graves intro-
duced the Gernan system) than in hurrying past a hundred diseased
creatures, in about as rnmch tirne as might suffice for the proper exami-
nation of half a dozen.

Therc vet reinainî a number of houses of refuge, &-c., which should
with equal justice be intiudiuced, but the limits originaIlly prescribed have
already been overstcpped, and time and circumstances permit of but very
little addition. 1 will conclude with a brief review of tLe most impor-
tant medical socicties, &c., cornmncing with that which seems to exer-
cise the greatest influence on the character of the French Physician-
the

FACULTE DE MEDEciNE.-The foundation of this institution-pregnant
with historic interest, is, by many writers, carried back to the time when
Charlemagne held imperial sway. It was not till the middle of the 12th
century, that the nature and objects of the Faculté were defined-when
it assunmed to itself the prerogative and authority of a University. Up
to that time, the mermbers of it amounted to 31, the number (exclusive
of Surgeonis and licentiates) practising in Paris. At its origin it was
poor, for then, as niow, Physicians, as a body, were as much distinguish-
ed for their poverty, as they ever have been for their scientific acquire-
rnents. In the beginning of the 16th century, schools were built, and
thence we may date the commencement of a systemu of instruction,
which, modified and improved, lias, in Our day, arrived at a degree of
excellence and perfection, which we meet not with elsewhere. At an
early period of its history, there were two professors of medicine ; one
taught concerniug " things natural and unnatural," (anatomy, physio-
logy, hygiene,) the other, concerning preternatural things. Each one
completed the course he had begun, by taking the place of the other.
Surgery was then introduced, and physicians fearing they miglit over-
step their legitimate boundary thus define the province of surgery:


