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tiiines lie secîns to delighit in wvallowiing ini the mire. Tlhe
Wife of Batli's 'raie lias justly b)eeii censured, and even ini
the Nonnie Preestes 'raie -w'e fiiud liues that hiave to be e.-,z
piuiuged froi our sclîool Ibooks. I-e says lîjuiiseif in the Pro-
logue to the Caîiterbury TPales that lie is goinig to repeat the
tales just as they wvere tolci 1w the pilg-lriims, and offers as ai]
excuse thlat thiev were iiot luis',worls - a laine excuse. It is
w~ell knowin that people of his tilie were as iiuuchi addicted
to, profanie swearing as- the people of to-clay, but lie leaves the
profaîîity ont of the tales aid gYi\es uis the fiithi. Wliv could
lie iot hiave ieft both out ? aud the tales w'oid have been
the better for it. He caiied a spade a spade ; but because
that spade w'as umuddy was iio reasoz w'ly lie siionic liold it
up for close inispectionu. He niglu-It: bave raiied at the abuses
tluat existecl - althotighl not gyeneral - Nvithiout portrayilxîg al
the fiitliy details. He sliowedl thîe false cluaracters iii an un-
einvialel lî'ght, anud \vas nothiimug loath to point out the sean-
chais ini botlî elîurchi and state. H-e inay hiave overdrawmî the
picture soînewiuat, but hiac lie ouly beei a little more moral
inlus stories wve shîould hiave inuehi mîore reason to feel proud
of liiiîx. I-is age wvas ilot entireiy a vicions omie, or else lie
would îlot have foilnd it necessary to make the apology tiuat
lie doesat thîe emîc of hiis Prologue and elsewvliere tlr-ronghyl the
course of thue Canîterbury Tales.

To bis labors mxore tlian tlîose of anîy otiier wve are inidebted
for the strong,- terse vebiicle of communiiiicationi vhichi we use
to-day. 1He devotedl linîseif to building up luis niative tongue,
to redeeiîigi thme languagýice froun the <legradatiomi ini whiich it
hiad laimu so long, lie d id timis 50 well that lie becainc a worthy
nodel for thue writers who foilowed humui, and hiis inifluce
l.asted for centuries. He gave to, us a truc pieture of eariy
Eîugiislî life, its inianniers and custoînis ; and althoughi the
niorality of Iiis works is îuot ail thiat eau be desired, stili by
leaviug ont the bad w'e eau finid îuuucl thiat is reaily good.


