
3-2 THE PRINTER'

Too rnany pi-inters seli their wvork, too cbeap.
III anm actualiy ashanmed to quote figures on
this job," said the manager of a large printing
bouse, ''but if 7 don't niake tbemi away slown
to nothing, I kznow of a bouse that %vill." In
our opinion this is flot riglit. What gou(l dlc
ht do to work for nothing ? It's a conundruni
wve have neyer been able tw soive. It docs nut
require any great business skill to Nvork for
notbing.

Our attention hias been drawn to a curious
mistake in a very large number of the calendars
for i88n. In a majority of those notice<i by us
(both Canadian and Anierican) Septeniber is
credited wviti tbirty-one days, wh'ile aimost
everybody, even to tbe small scbooi-boy, bias
beard and knows the oid rhyme commencing
with Il Thirty days biatb Septernber,- etc. In
tbose caiendars in wvbicb tbe mistakze occurs,
October commences ail rigbit with Saturday.,
We liardiy know howv to accounit for sucb a siiiy
blunder on the part of the printers, and must
put ht down to gross carelessniess.

A German bias succeeded in compouniding a
cernent for attacbing mectai to nietal or to wood.
The new cernent is in every respect well adapted
for securing stereotype plates to tbieir wvooden
base. H-e bopes to be able to apply the conm-
position in question to the surface of linen or
canvas, s0 that in rnounting a plate it shall
oniy be necessary to cut a piece of the fabric or
piaster to the size of tbe block and insert it be-
tween the wood and tbe metal. After tbe sur-
face lias been %vigbted for a short time wvitb a
piece of %varrn iron, tbe adbesion of tbe two
substances, the one to tbe otber, will be corn-
plete.

Dr. Mackie is rnaking sorne freshi experirnents
Nvith bis composing machine. Arnong other
imiprovements is an cntirely novel arrangement
%vbîch practicaily supersedles speliing, the opera-
tor acting in a manner rnuch likze hand-sctting
upon syliables, wvords, anti phrases, by one
motion, îvbich, %vili admit of no "lIiterais,") as
tbey tbcmrselves are of permanent matrices. Dr.
lMackie's composers are aiso to be mnade larger,
in order that they may hold 750 différent divi-
sions, enabiing combinations in every variety to
be scnred by one movernent, and a censeless

Jflow of somne 30,000 types an hour frorni one
machine. Dr. Mackie also thiinks that lie %vill,

Iby the aid of type-casting rnacbincry, eventuaiiy
do aivay ivithi distribution.

S MISCELLANY.

A correspondent of tue Typologie Tiicker
recommends a plan Nvhichi is in use in sonie
printîng offices, of cieausing formis by a jet ýof
steani, instead of wi'tbi ley, to whichi lie considers
it preferable. Steanm, lie says, bas the adi.in-.
tage of rapidly boiiing tise oul of the ink, %icbi
condienses it, gets rid of ail dirt, and leaves tilt
type perflectly clean. Types cieansed by tis
nmeanus aiwvays look, newv, and the oxidation pro-
duced b>' potasb, ivliicbi is so injurious to ilie
skin, is avoided. Let the formn be subject to
tbe jet of steamn for two minutes. Thie licat
wvill dry the types aimost instantaneously, and 1
mucli facilitate distribution. As no brusies
andi potasb are required, the expense of fixing I
up the piping is very sooni saved.

One of the most famous printing establibh-
ments in Fra nce--that of the Lahures- lis
eîgbity tons of type, and the folloNwing working
plant: Tfiree of M\-arinioni's rotary presses ; tivo
presses of twvo colors; twenty reiteration ia.J
chines; five wh'ite paper machines ; seventeenf
band-presses ; four iMinci-va presses ;four stcain
engines; one gas motor; twelve M\,uniman
damping machines; three roiling mills for i-et-
ting and glazing ; in tbe foiding rooni, five
wassicau1sd, one hydraulie press, thiree percussion
presses ; stereotype rooms, a carpenter's shop,
six tbousand punches, fifteen tiiousand matrices,
ten tiîousand wood-cuts. Five liundred work.
mein are employed, and rnany of the grandesi
îvorks in Frencli literature are manufacturcd. k

Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Lugrin were very nsoch
surprised on Saturday evening, October ,
wbien a large party of ladies and gentemien
marcbied into their bouse and took, possession.
On enquiry, tbey %vere informed tbat the coin-
pany liad corne to assist tlîem Io celebrate their
"«crystal" wedding, the anniversary of %viich,
tbey band been credibly inforrned, wvas October!
2nd. There %vas no hielp for it, but Mrs. L. hid
to put awvay bier ironing, wvhiie Fred. did II is
level best" to dispose of the company to the;
best advantage. A very pleasant evening %uasi
spent, conversation, vocal and instrumental MU.
sic, recitations, games, etc., forming the prinri
pal amusements induiged in. Tise party broke
up at a seasonabie hour, and tise hîost anti iîoCt
found themiseives tise possessors of a large nium'
ber of valuable presenits in crystal. We %e
Mr. and Mrs. Lugrin man>' happy relurn5 j*
thse annivcrsary.fL


